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THE 


PREFACE 


| - By way 2 ADvgRTISEMENT 


"To the READER, 


HI 8 Treatiſe was defign'd” for 759% 
'T Readers, who have improved their Minds 


fo, that they can follow a Chain of Reaſoning, 
but yet cannot read the Ancient Languages. 
Accordingly critical Remarks upon them, and 
Conjectures, depending thereon, are purpoſely 
declin'd berein: And the Author confines bim- 
elf purely to the Examination of the Gainſay- 
ers Reaſoning ; and preſumes, that be has ſhewn 
every Argument through his whole Piece to be 
bop merges 

Some Overfights, mach: in the following 
Tra, when firſt Publiſhed, are here cor 
refted, particularly in Page 60. line 324. and 
Page the 61. line 2 5th. in which St. Luke is 
ſaid to relate the Appearance of our Lord 
riſen to Mary Magdalene, and the Women, 
and not St. Matthew; the Reverſe of which 
is true. Though indeed w hichſoe ver of them 
relates it, the Evidence amounts to the ſame. 

This more important Overfight, with ſome . 
literal Ones, was owing to the eager Haſte 


6: 

if iv * 3 

. bf the | bathe ta check the Pr ek of th * 
£4 


abominable Piece, againſt which this Tr 

is deſgn d: Which guad Intention be apes will 

plead bis Excuſe to Te Publick. Since tis the 

firſt Part of @ Writer in bis way ta avoid 
'fuch Overſights, and the next to be ready ] 
70 acknowledge them, when made. The Re- 
ferences in it are all made to the firſt Edition 
af:the'Moral Philoſopber's extrgordinary W oth, 
Entitled, The Retarrection, of Jeſus conſider d, 
in Anſwer to the Trial of the Wed as 
uot i in the Foro Nee, We 


Ml. B. \Under tbe 7 Title 7 the a nce 
of Jeſus 0 tbe Apoſtles, wwe. date tbe Appear- 
ances from that, made at Jeruſalem on the 
Brening of the firſt Day of the Week. : So far 
Inflance, when under this Article tis ſaid, 
St. Matthew nentions only the Fourth, &c. 
it means: the Tau Nun that. 


| oo BRRATH. 
Fage 28. 1. 13th. for trote read wrought. Page 32. I. 28. 
for avithiut Attre benſcun ef c our Lords Reſurrect ion, read ayith- 
«et Apprehin/ion of Fredictions concerning our | Lord's Reſurrec- 
cion, Page 41. 1 16. for Un#tion, if you pleaſe, read Em- 
baiment. Page 42. I. 21 for of read after. Page 72, I. 15. 
'blot out orher. Page 81. I. 23: for Jdeni! 4. read | [dentity. 
Page 123.1. 12, dels that. | 
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| | THE 


| INTRODUCTION. 


HERE cannot bl a 8 
Illuſtrarion of that farcaſtical Re- 
flection upon human Nature, vain 
Man would be wiſe, than is to be 
bund in this moral Philoſop ber. For, that he 
may ſet out with decent _ he by an “ Ap- 
plication of a Paſſage in Job to himſelf, ranks 
I thoſe of his Caſt and Turn of Mind amongſt 
lhe great Men; but however inſinuates him, 
H to be much - ſuperior in Wiſdom to any of 
em. ——Now, though- his Self. Conciouſneſs 
eee 
* Page 1. Mor. Phil. Tract. 
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of Wiſdom, may be equal to that of his Tub 


and Sincerity, yet, as his Brethren are all Conten- 
ders for the Character of Wiſdom, as well as he, 
it poſſibly may make a Blot in his Character 
even amongſt them, who may not well bear 
to be ſet at ſuch a Diſtance from him. How- 
ever, there is a Society of Men, who ought not to 
brook him, whilſt he thus reſtrains the Superi- 
ority of Wiſdom to himſelf, as their great Maſter 
has commanded them to be wiſe as Serpents. 
Alfter the Encomium of his own Viſdom, he 
proceedstoan indirect one upon * Truth and Sin- 
cerity ; this every one might expect of courſe ; 
for, if we may judge by ſome Pieces, thus in- 
troduc'd, we might imagine, that if Lucifer 
himſelf was to-publiſh a diabolical Performance 
from the Regions below againſt the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, his Policy might ſuggeſt a Pretence to an 
ardent Deſire after T744h, and a Profeſſion of the 
utmoſt Sincerity. 

+ TheReafonableneſs of examining this Subject 
of our Lord's Reſurrection, which is his firſt 
Poſition, will not be diſputed by any of his An- 
tagoniſts ; and therefore we have fnor been very 
nice in the Examination of the firſt Prelimina- 

ry, as granting the main Thing it contends for.-- 
But his Lamentations over the Works of Celſus, 
and Porphyry, will probably move the Paſſions 
only of his Admirers: For, if the Chriſtians 
had not fairly triumph'd over them in the Opi- 
nion of their Co-temporaries, they might have 
conſign'd over the Books, containing the Evi- 
dence for Chriſtianity, to the ſame untimely End, 


| which 
age 2. Mor. Phil. Tra, + Page 2. | Page 8. 


which, he ſays, was brought upon theirs ; and as 
it is evident the Chriſtian Writers were then tri 
umphant, and that by the Survival of their 
Books, tis probable, that the Books, which he 
laments, might have prevented, through their own 
Defects, the Care of others about them; and, 
though they ſhould not have had violent Hands 
lad upon them by others, might in effect have 
become Felos de ſe. For it may be jultly af- 
firm'd; that the Chriſtians were not oblig*d by 
any Rules of Truth or Sincerity to preſerve them; 
nor did ever Judge upon a fair Trial expect a 
Party ſhould produce and ſupport Evidence 
h againſt himſelf, but only that he ſhould evidence 
his own Uprightneſs and Integrity. And indeed, as 
Chriſtianity prevail'd | againſt thoſe Books before 
Kings were its nurſing Fathers, and Queens its 
nurſins Mothers, there is no Doubt, but that, 
were thoſe Books now extant, it would ſtill more 
gloriouſly prevail. 

After his Lamentation over theſe periſh'd 
Books, he remarks, that an * Hiſtory of an ex- 
4 traordinary and uncommon kind ſhould have 
* more than common Proof, Cc.“ which we 
apprehend the Goſpel Hiſtory has; and therefore, 
when he preſumes it has not, till his Proofs are 
produc'd, he ſo far begs the Queſtion. And then 
he ſeems to explain himſelf upon the Inequality 
of the Caſe, concerning Proofs from Books ; 
u in that Interrogation, If the Reſurrection 
be a Fraud, or the Evidence forg'd, what 
books haye we to prove them fo ? ** Now, were 
noſe Books, which he ſpeaks of before, in Be- 
B 2 | ing, 


* Page 9. Mor. Phil. 
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ing, as they did not prove any Fraud ben they 
could not now. That they did not then, rg 
to appear from the foregoing Remark concerning 
the Prevalence of the Chriſtian Writers againſt 
them ; and if his Cauſe ſhould want Boot, now, 
he can t expect that Chriſtians ſhould write him 
any. But the Matter is, he would have us 
without any more to do, give up the facred 
Books, becauſe he has not got Celſus and Porphy- 
7y; and then, he imagines, we might be the 
more eaſily reduc'd to his Way of Thinking. 
The other * Reflections in this firſt Preliminary, 
contain'd_ in two ſhort Paragraphs, are defign'd 
by him, out of his ſurpaſſing Vanity, to re@ify 
ſome Particulars in the Proceſs of the Trial of 
| the Witneſſes, which Book, rightly underſtood, 
= will defend itſelf; and as to its Great Author, 1 
| may ſay, with reſpect to myſelf, Non tali utitur 
Defenſore. My Deſign is only to write upon the 
Point againſt this bold Impugner of the gur. 
reftion of Feſus. 
His + ſecond Preliminary treats of ſome Things, 
mentioned i in the Trial to precede the Subject of 
e R efurreffion, which he conſiders as Things, 
that ſtand in the Way, and which do not pave 
the Way to the main Subject, as the Gentleman 
in the Trial juſtly deſign d them. However, we 
will watch him in all his Motions, that we may 
form the more certain Judgment of his Truth 
and Sincerity. From this Poſition, that the 
&« Evidence is old, and Matter of Record, it is 
© urg'd in the Trial, that there is the Claim of 


© py jap oe hg - et ried eo lo * 


long Poſſeſſion; but then the mere Antiquity Y 


of 


age 10 Mor. Pl. + Paget, - 
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- how ” 
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of the Record is nt infiſted on, as inconteftable 
Proof; becauſe, if the Evidence was not good 
at fert, it can'r be good now, To this the Im- 
pugner ſays, this is very fair, and therefore ſuppo- 


ſes a Right to examine its Foundation; which i is 


no very extraordinary Remark, becauſe it is not 
diſputed with him: But then, it is expected, that 
a fit Decency ſhould be obſery'd' in every ſolemn 
Trial, which this Advocate has but little Regard 
to, 

It is granted, Page the 12th from the Trial, 
that nothing can be more material than to ſhew 
< a Fraud of this Kind, that prevailed unverſally 
5 in the World. But he replies, that the Belief 
of this Fact, whether it be Fraud, or not, has 
not yet prevailed univerſally in the World; and 
where-ever it has prevailed, neither L ru or 
Force has been wanting to make it prevail. But 
with his good Leave, we may remark upon his 
Remark, that if we look over the Travels of the 
Apoſtles, the Religion, which they were to incul- 
cate. did prevail in the moſt remote Kingdoms | 
of the known World, and more generally in 


the moſt civiliz d Countries and Nations, ho 
were moſt capable of examining its Evidence; 
which is the Meaning of the Expreſſion criticis; d 


upon : Becauſe it muſt appear from the Compa- 
riſon of the Religion of Mabeinet. with it, chat 
it did not mean, it was now prevalent over the 
Face of the whole Earth; and therefore *twas: - 
frivolous thus to remark upon it. Nor was Fraud 


and Force us'd to make its genuine Evidence pre- 


yall, but! to promote WM Corea of it; ; He el 


"Jr 876 

the purer, 8 Times, Fraud and. Force 
were uſed to ſtifle it, and Racks and Tortures 
were deſpiſed by the true Confeſiors of it. And 
if in after Times the Hands of its Profeſſors 
were imbrued in Blood, to promote the Cauſe of 
Chrift, they muſt ſo far have loſt the Genius 
of Chriſtianity, and knew not what manner of 
Spirit they were of. 

+ What he ſays concerning the Camperitha of 
the Reſurrection of Fe/us, and that which Doctor 
Emmes foretold of | himſelf, I ſhall omit to take 
Notice of here, having conſidered the ſame 
Matter in another Place in this Tract. 

In his next Paragraph, Page the 13th, he 
« ſays againſt the Gentleman in the Trial, that 
“he believes he will find it difficult to prove, 


that Jeſus ſuffered for correcting thoſe Preju- 


cc dices, and oppoſing thoſe Superſtitions, which 
« deluded his Countrymen into a Belief, that 
their Chrift was to be a victorious Prince, by 
« which means he fell into Diſgrace with them, 
and ſuffer'd as one, who deſtroyed the Law 
« and the Prophets. And for temporal Power, 
te he was ſo far from aiming at it, that he refuſed 
it when offered.“ But there is no Difficulty in 
this Proof. That the Meſſiah of the Jes was to 
be a King, is evident from ſeveral Paſſages of the 
Prophets; and from theſe miſapprehended, 
came the Prejudices to the Jeiſb Rulers of a 
temporal Saviour, By this Means, he that was 
to redeem Naa became a Stumbling Stone _ 


T Page 12. Mir Phil. * Fer, xxiii. 5, 6. Zeeb. ix. 9. 
Dae, vil. 13, 14. 
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Rock of Offence. And there being no Tokens 
attending him of any temporal Grandeur, which 
might promife them a Deliverance from their 
Subjection to the Romans, they were ſcandalized 


at his Pretences to be their Meæſiab, whom they | 
expected in that temporal Character. For this 


was their Reaſoning, If we let him thus alone, all 
Men will believe on him, and the Romans will 
come, and take away our Place and Nation. They 
were for preſerving that Power, which they had, 
till he ſhould come, who ſhould be a Match for 
the Romans, and reſtore the temporal Kingdom 
to Iſrael, and becauſe he had no Tokens of 
ſuch Power, they accuſe him to Pilate for making 
himſelf a King. And indeed, the whole Multi- 
tude of the Diſciples had proclaimed him ſuch, 

by his own Permiſſion and Allowance, Luke wx, 
40. From hence alone it does appear, that Jeſus 
Chriſt did make himſelf a King. But that he 
had. no Thoughts of a temporal Kingdom is ap- 
parent, in that when the People would have 


taken him by force to make him a King, he 
withdrew himſelf from them; who, though they 
had no Crown to ,* beſtow. upon him by right, 
yet might have attempted one for him by Force. 


But this is alſo manifeſtly evident from all the 


Predictions concerning his Sufferings and Death, 


which import that he knew himſelf fo far from 
being a temporal Potentate, that he ſhould be put 


to Death by the temporal Powers. And this takes 


off the Force of that malicious Suggeſtion, that 


his Views were not to a ſpiritual Kingdom, till 


he was delivered into the Hands of the temporal 


K. 
® Page 14. Mor. Phil. 
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* 6 * 
| Governors. For his was the Kingdom, der 
ſceribed by che Prophets, to whom he refers. 
And thoſe numerous Places m them, which 
ſpeak of a Dominion everlaſting, and for ever and 
ever, cannot be applied to a temporal King dom. 
And it muſt be only thoſe, who underſtand them 
fo, that by interpreting them according to their 
Prejudices, make Max of the Scriptures, mould- 
them into any Shape to ferve their ow 
wicked Purpoſes. And though he unfitly * * cen- 
ſures Divines with !wiſting the Scriptures in many 
Caſes, to force an apt Senſe from them, yet in 
this would be proved their infinite Superiority to 
the writing of a certain Moral Philoſopher, 
which in ſeveral Places twiſt, as long as you will, 
it will be impoſſible to rack any Senſe at all out 
of them. 

And indeed, if our Lord's Views were to- 
wards a temporal Kingdom, why, as the | Gen- 
„ tleman in the Trial obſerves, was not that 
Opportunity of his Entrance into Feruſalem in 
« a triumphant Manner, when the People were 
& at. his Devotion, laid hold on to ſeize it, or at 
<« leaſt to ſecure himſelf from the ignominious 
Death he expected? Why our Philoſopher 
fays, the Mob was unarm'd, and fo could not 
attempt it, — But they would have been provided 
no doubt, had ſuch a Deſign been laid; or if 
not, had that been the purpoſe, our Lord could 
have found Means to effect it. — But he ſays in 
a.Scoff, there was no room for a Miracle. For 
the People wanted Faith ; and they could not be- 
lieve, becauſe God bad blinded their Eyes, and 

hardened I 

1 Pigs 15. Mor. Phil. + Page 16. | 


Nn 
barde ned their Hearts, By this he would inſinuate, 
as though the Scriptures charge God fooliſhly with 
the Sins of Men, Whereas God 1s not repreſented 
in Scripture to blind Men's Eyes, till they come 
to à State of provoking and impenitent Obſtinacy, 
that ſeeing, they will not ſee; nor to harden their 
Hearts, till they have hardened them them- 
ſelves, | againft all the Means of Converſion. 
And then he judicially makes thoſe Habits, 
which they have | contrafted themſelves, to be 
their Puniſhment. And this was the Caſe of 
the Tes; to whom it is ſaid, ihough 1 tell you 
(that J am the Chriſt ) you will not believe; and 
though he ' wrought ſo many Miracles amongſt 
them, yet they believed not on him. — And he 
has not delay'd his coming to puniſh this their 
Hardneſs and Impenitence, notwithſtanding the 
Taunts of this Scoffer, in the moſt evident Judg- 
ments, that ever diſtinguiſh'd any Nation. — 
But this, he ſays at laſt, concerns not the Reſur- 
rection. So he made his Remarks to, ſhew his 
Parts, and not in Proſecution of the Argument. 
This Philoſopher concludes his Introduction 
by ſome Reflections on“ Inſpiration, which he 

took occaſion to make from a Poſition in the 
Trial. But he argues in his uſual Strain about it. 
His Argument is really, though in different 
Words, this. Becauſe all falſe Religion is built 
upon pretended Inſpiration, therefore true and 
real Inſpiration cannot be the Foundation of 
true Religion. Any one may ſee the Fallacy and 
IVY "wa Abſur- 


* Page 17, 18. Mor, Phil. 
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Ablurdiry pe ſuch Reaſoning, and it would be | 


Loſs of Time to go about a formal Refutation. 
And as to all the fine Things, which he can 
juſtly ſay of that Religion, which is founded on 
Auen, Cbriſtianity, the true Religion, takes 
them to itſelf, including it with all its moſt re- 
fined Principles and Precepts in the Goſpel Law. 
But in that he oppoſes natural Religion againſt 
Cbrif ianily, we muſt diſtinguiſh upon him. For 
natural Religion is that, which Men might know, 
and be obliged to, by the mere Principles. of 
right Reaſon. — But in the firſt Place; This 
will not, as he lays, make every one happy, 
< that embraces it. For a Man fo well in- 
form'd, as to know all the Duties-of natural Re- 
tjgion, from the Belief of an infinitely juſt God, 
muſt be conſcious to himſelf of manifold Breaches 
of the moral Law. And he can never be. cer- 
tain, that God will accept his Obedience in other 
inſtances, by Way of Compenſation for theſe 
Tranſgreſſiens. And then it will not follow, that 
this Religion * < ſatisfies all Doubts, and gives 
every troubled, doubting Soul, unſhaken 
* Reſt.” | 
Again, the Religion he ſpeaks of is fach, a 23 
he ſays, every Man's Station of Life, and the 
common Underſtanding inherent in _ Man's 
6 Nature, is ſufficient to lead him to.“ That is, 
it is ſuch a Religion, as every Man may ſtrike 
out for himſelf. But if ever his Scheme was to 
take place, it is very probable, that from a Pro- 
feſſion of natural Religion, Man might fall back 


again 
* Page 18. Mr, Phil 


* 


ö 12 1. mY 
Again into @ State of Nature. F or though every 


Man is a rational Creature, yet every Man has 


not right Reaſon. © That is, every Man's Reaſon: 
is a. to the utmoſt Height by Conſi- 
deration, Experience and Ve. Nay, there are 
but few, who can make fuch Pretences to a 


r:Hified Underſtanding. So that the Generality of 


Men following fach Light, as is in them by Na- 
ture, would very 


8 


kinds of falſe Worſhip, and evil Practice. 
And this is a good Argument from Fact, hy 


which the meaneft Man may have Recourle, as 


nuft do to be ſaved. For what better Notions'of 
the One Supreme Being of all peſſible Perfec- 
[- tions, what more eu Precepis for Praffice, can 
er ad groan > dementia) mop 
e conftant Application, than is already plann d 
at Wl for him in the Goſpel from the Mend of Jeſus 
es Wl Chriſt ? Let iberefore this Mind be in us. This 
en vill render us incapable of Impoſture, and fhe the 
WH Standard of Truth; will chace every miſchiev- 
as as Thought from our Hears, and reduce us ta 
Love even of our Enemies, to bleſs them, that 
curſe 18, and 10 do Good tothem, that hate us ; will 
baniſh all Impoſitions from Pretences ta ſuperior 
Reaſon ; will aſcertain the Liberties of Mankind ; 
vill preſerve the native Beauty of Virtue, and fix 
Reaſon in its Seat; will banifh Tyranny out of the 


K. ifs, Ft. It. ita wer” 
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probably become what thoſe 
were, of whom the Apoſtle ſays, profeſing tbem- 
ſelves Wife, they became Fools. They ran into all 


an Inſpiration from Heaven ſhould be given, to 
well as the moſt experienc'd, and know what be 


World, agd by the Rays of its divine Light dif 
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God, and ſecure the Dignity. of Man. And is 
not this a Religion, worthy of all Men to be fe. 
_ ceiy/d ? Right Reaſon ſays yes. 

One Obſervation more ſhall finiſh theſe prelimi- 
nary Reflections; and that is concerning the Ap- 
pellation, which this Author has aſſum'd, 4 4 
Philoſopher. . Now the ancient Sages affected it 
out of Modeſty, and Diffidence of their own Abi- 
- lities. They ould not with any Grace ſtile them- 
ſelves Wiſe- Men, and ſo they choſe the Name of 
Philoſophers, or Lovers of Wiſdom, But. this 
Author writes himſelf a Philo/epher in his Title- 
Page, and introduceth his Argument with an In. 
timation of his own ſuperior Wiſdom, as though 
he had already attain'd. However, we will gra. 
tify his peculiar Humour in the Courſe of this 
Tract; and upon proper Occaſions give him the 
diſtinguiſhing Appellation of the ; iſe Man; 
giving this previous Notice, leſt the incautions 


. ſhould me bim for $ Men. 


4 Blackneſs. oF; Darkneſs, 8 hora Obe 
ſcurities of Superſtition and Idolatry, from the 
Face of the Earth; will do all juſt Honour to 
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Reſurredtion of TE s 0 5 
Conſider d. 


AHouen this Important Fatt Was. pre- 
ſignified in the Old Scriptures, we do not 


build an Argument upon them againſt this Im- 


pugner of it ; becauſe he has declared an entire 
Diſregard to them. He allows of Prophecies, no 
more than Miracles 3 and if any were to be pro- 
duced worthy his Attention, they muſt plainly | 
and expreſsly mention Feſus Chriſt by Name, 
together with the Fact; which is not conſiſtent 

with the Circumſtances, attending this Diſpenſa- 
tion of our Lord. And therefore in the Proſecu- - 
tion of this Point, we ſhall take him in his own 
Way, and anſwer him according to his ſuperior 
Wiſdom. However, ſor the Benefit of common 


Readers, we ſhall introduce our Argument with 


ſome fignal Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, 
concerning this glorious Act of our Lords Ex- 
altation ; not intending a perfe& Colle&ion of 
them, but ſuch an one, as may vindicate the Ap- 
peals of our Lord and his * in this Point 
to the Scripture. 

The Preſignifications and Predictions of our 
Lord's Reſurrection, with its great Circumſtance 
the third Day, in the Old Teſtament are various, 
and made by Types and Prophecies. The Pro- 
miſes being made to Abraham, it was intimated· 


E. 14 * 
in che Reſcue of ® Jaac on the third Day from 
the Pains of Death, after it was determined by 
his Father; and herein J/azc correſponded to 
the Character of our Lord, in that he was the 
only and beloved Son and Heir, born againſt 
the Laws of Nature, and bore the Wood, which 
was to bear him for the Sacrifice of himſelf. In 
Conſequence of which, the 1 Promiſe was made 
to Abraham, to be fulfilled in this Fact. Aud 
$#hy Seed ſhall poſſeſs the Gate of bis Enemies; and 
in thy Seed fall all the Nations of the Earth be 
Blefſed ; which Place muſt refer not only to the 
Increaſe of his Poſterity, but to one particular 
Seed, who ſhould poſſeſs the Gate of bis Enemies, 
ſuch as were oppoled to his Hpiritual Kingdom, 
and ſo mit triumph over Death,' and the Grave, 
as in the glorrous AF of the Reſurrection. — 
In the fecond Pſalm he was typified by David; 
who was raiſed from the Pit of Deſtruction, to 
the moſt glorious Throne againſt all Oppoſi- 
tion. And that this Pfalm preſignifies the MeF- 
Hab's Exaltation, is allowed by the Fewiſb Doc- 
tors, particularly from that Paſſage -— The 
Lord ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, this Day 
dave F begotten thee. I this related only to David, 
the thing manifeſted itſelf in his own Kingdom, 
and would not have required ſo argn/t an Intro 
duction, as I will declare the Decree, which im- 
lies ſomething future, and to be delivered Pro- 
Phttically with relation to ſome great Event to 
come to pats. That is, this Day 5 your Ex- 
altation, 


* Gex. . da. 4 Ger xxii. 18. 
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00 have 1 given 4 Token of the Elten 
of one from your Loins, the Son alſo of the King 
of Kings, who ſhall be raiſed from the Pit of 
Death and Hell, and ſet on the Holy Hill of 
Sion, or reign in the Church of God. And this 
is my Promiſe and eternal Purpoſe. Which Senſe 
agrees with that other Prophecy. © ® Thou wilt not 
leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou fuffer 
thine Holy One to ſee Corruption. This is evi- 
dently ſpoken of a further Reftoration than is 
purely zemperal ; of a Reſtoration through him, 
who was emphatically the Holy One, of the Seed 
of David, who ſhould triumph over Hell and 
Death, and not remain under their Power ſo 
long, as to be Corrupted ; but ſhould ſurvive 
even the Stroke of Death, and point out, and 
ſhew us the Path of Life, that is, of eternal Life, 
as it appears from the following Expreſſions. 
And the Apoſtle thus reaſons to the Senſe of 
this Prophecy, ＋ For David, after be had ſerved 
bis own Generation by the Will of God, fell afleep, 
and was laid unto his Pathers, but this Man ſaw 
no Corruption. Theſe prophetick Promiſes the 
Apoſtle obſerves are referred to by that Paſſage 
of Tſaiab, II will give you the ſure Merdcies of 
David; that is, Salvation and Redemption from 
Death * Hell, by the Exaltation of the Meſab 
from his Loins. — The Hiſtory of Jonah, as it 
ſtands .in the Old Teſtament, is not Prophetical, 
but Typical of our Lord's Reſurrection '; and 
| that in the Circumſtance of Time, as of three 

, Day 
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Days and three Nights, and by his Encloſure, as 

min e 
of the foregoing Prophecies: The Earth, ſays 
Jonab, with her Bars were about me for ever, yet 
haſt thou brought up my Life from Corruption, 
O Lord, my God. But that is an expreſs Pro. 
phecy in Hoſea, containing the ſame Circum- 
ſtances. of Time, and pointi ng out the Fewiſp 
Manner of Computation of it. f After 
dt Days he will revive us, in the third. Day 
he will raiſe us up, and we ſpall live in hi 
| Sight. Now this muſt be taken figuratively, if 
applied to any other Deliverance ; but in the 
Letter is only applicable to our Redemption in the 
Reæſurrection of Feſus Chriſt, The Fact, when 
determin'd by the Punctuality of Time, muſt be 
| Exhibited only in Him, the Virtue and quickning 
Power may be extended to us. And the Ex- 
eſſions after two Days be will revive us, and 
the third Day he will raiſe us up. ſeem to imply 
an Act, commenc'd in Part of the firſt, and com- 
pleted on the Entrance of the third Day, which 
was an uſual Manner of reckoning among the 
Jews. To theſe, I ſhall add that ſignal Inſtance 
out of the Evangelical Prophet Jaiab, from the 
53d Chapter; which ſets forth our Lord's Suffer- 
ing, and Death, and Reſurrefion, in ſo evident a 
Manner, as that many Infidels upon reading it 
have been converted to Chriſtianity : When thou 
Halt make bis Saul an Offering for Sin, he ſpall 
ſee bis Seed, be ſhall prolong his Days, and the 
Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his Hand. 
| | Now 


| ®:Fonabii,6, + Hoſea vi. 2, 
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Now to mate his Soul an Offering for Sin muſt 
mean, that he ſhould die to make Satisfaction for 
Sin; and if he was to ſee his Seed, and prolong 
his Days afterwards, it muſt be by a, Reſurrection 
from the Dead. There are two remarkable 
Places in the New Teſtament, relating to this 
Paſſage; one of which comments it, and the 
other aſcertains it to the Perſon of our Saviour. 
St, Jobn ſetting forth the bleſſed Fruits of our 
Lord's Merits, ſays, Except a Corn of Wheat 
fall into the Ground and die, it abideth alone; 
"= it; die, it bringeth forth much Fruit. And 

Philip, when he met the Eunuch reading this 
55 Chapter, f began at the ſame Scripture, 
and preach'd unto him Feſus. 
From hence it appears, that if Jeſus Chrift 
was the Meſſiah, and died, and roſe again the 
third Day, it was according to the Scriptures ;, the 
above, Places of which, are ſome of them re- 
ferred to the Maſtab, even by the Zewiſh Doc- 
tors and Rabbies. And it is to the Books, con- 
taining them, that the, Apoſtle refers, when be 
lays, that our Lord roſe again from the Dead the 
bird Day, according to tbe Scriptares ; and our 
Saviou 7 when he reaſoned with the two Difci- 
ples, going to Emmaus. But then this Caviller 
ſays, || he is not ſure either, that the Prophets, or 
that Jeſus gut foretold his Death and Reſar- . 
;ion, but only, that he reads ſo; meaning that 
the Goſpel may ſay fo, but that he has not ſuffi- 
cient Reaſon to believe the Goſpel, Now upon 


Suppoſition, that net 57 1 r is true, the 
Te * above 


, Jobn xii. 24. + As vüi. * 1 Page 21. Mor. Phil. 
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Hove Paſfipes from Miſes,” the Pſalms andthe 
| Prophets, are A fatisfactory Proof, that the Serip- 
tures are juſtly referred to in this Point.” But ag 
| he diſputes the Truth of the Goſpel, we will fol 

bow bite in his Reafons. He produces Page the 
21ſt, ſome Quirks and Quibbles for giving theſe 


Reaſons, and ſome Arguments, which have been 


anſwered over and over. * If Jeſus, ſays he, had 
cr this Prediction from the Propbeti, it was be), 
& not he, that foretold it, any otherwiſe than by his 
« telling or expounding what they ſaid.“ Which 
is a fooliſh, ridiculous Quibble. For the Pro: 
phets foretold theſe things of a Meſſiab to come: 

Whereas he foretold them of bimſelf, making the 
Application of them to his Perſon preſent, and 
to prove himſelf to be the Maſtab, in whom 
they would. be accompliſhed. His next Argu- 

ment is, that becauſe ſome of the Goſpel-Writers 
make References to Old Prophecies, which are 


not expreſsly in the Canon of the Old T; eftament, 


that they were ignorant of the Scriptures, or de- 
| ſigned to delude Mankind, or that the Scriptures 
have forged Interpolations. Now, as to ſuch Re- 
ferences, if any one conſults Biſhop Kidder*s * De- 
monſtration of the Meſſiah, he will find the 
Weight taken off from this Objection, by an 
Examination of thoſe Paſſages. But however, 
ſhould there be any ſuch Reference, howſoever 
this might happen, it will prove nothing of 
what he advances. Becauſe the. Nature of the 
Thing, proves no Deſign to im poſe upon Man- 
kind; for then the Prophecy ſhould have been 


#3 wh forged 
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for rged to anſwer * Reference; otherwiſe the 
Ae could not be deſi igned to Iimpoſe upon 
par) who are' encouraged by our Lord and 

16 ol les to ſearch. thoſe Scriptures. Much 

it follow, \ that the, Evange!i iſts wrate 
pe cy, pleaſed, G. our Lord after his Depar- 
ture; which. i it Will appear they. did not from 
the Harmony amongſt chem, Which ſhall be 
proved i in this Diſcourſe. And for the fame Rea- 
ſon, it will be evident, that. they did not aſſert, 
what they had no Proof for. For even in this 
very Caſe, the Fad, might be true, though the 
Reference ſhould not be juſt, And as to Interpola- 
| tions of the Scripture, there has been the great- 
eſt Care taken to prevent them; and many very 
N learned ] Divines and Editors, who haye ſummed 
| up all the various Readings, have proved no ma- 
; terial, Alterations in it. To whom, if this, Writer 
underſtands the Hebrew and Greek Languages, 
and hath a critical Skill in them, as ſuch a Wiſe- 
man may be preſumed to have, I refer him. 
There is, but one Solution more requiſite, be- 
fore we come to the main Point; viz. of this; if 
Chriſt by foretelling the Reſurrection, put s the 
« Truth of his Miſſion on the Truth of the 
« Eyent ; * why was not hat Truth, proved to 
the ſatisfaction. of thoſe People, to whom he 
« was ſent? —— To this it may be replied, 
that he was ſent into the World to fave all Man- 
kind, as well, as to the Fews, though his Mini- 


* was more particularly confined . to them. 
D2 But 
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But he could not give this Proof of "his Appear- : 

ance to all Mankind. And as the Jews had re- 

; jected the Teſtimony of all tboſe Works, | which 
the Father gave him to finiſh, and had been ſuf- 
ficiently diſtinguiſhed by the Addreſs of thoſe 
| Miracles to them, it pleaſed him in this laſt Mi- 
racle to put them upon the ſame Foot with the 
"Nations, who, though he had appeared, to the 
Jews, muſt have taken this Fact upon Teſtimony. 
And therefore he might chuſe to appear only to 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples, of whom were five 
hundred Brethren at once, who ſhould be commil- 
ſioned to propagate this Truth in all the World 
in the ſam̃e Manner, both to Few, and Gentile. 
And indeed, the Jes had no Reaſon to expect 
or demand Hun to appear to them after the Re- 
ſurrection, not only upon Account of their hard- 
neſs of Heart in rejecting him even to Death, 
but in that he had intimated. to them, that ho 
| ſhould not; poſſibly often, but in particular to 
- thoſe Phariſees, who derided him upon his Para- 
ble concerning the unjuſt Steward. Upon which 
he addreſſes to them the Parable of Dives, who 
| repreſented the Phariſees, that, it is ſaid, were cove- 

tous, and of Lazarus; which thus concludes : 
And he faid, * Nay Faber Abraham, but if 
one went unto them from the Dead, they will re- 
pent. And be ſaid unto” him, if they hear not 
- Moſes and the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
ſeeaded, though one roſe from the Dead. And 
1 conſequently ſuch a F act could not be proved to 
, thair 


* Luke xvi. 30, 31. 
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im - 
their ſati;fattion; no more than to his, whobeiews 


2 contrary to the Attributes of God. 
The preliminary and previous Quirks: being | 
Auk diſpatched ; we will now conſider his * 
marks under the following Articles. 0 
I. As he examines, whether Gbriſt redet his ' 
Own Reſurrection, ſo that his keeneſt Enemies 
were apprized of it, and that'it-was a TIP nod 
tickly | known to all Jeruſal enn 
2 A Ye Eiger de iter unde ther 8 


cond Period of Time, which reaches from the 


"Death of Chrift to the Roar? coll, 21 10 in 


che Evangelifts. OM \ 


III. As he confiders' the Appearances of Fifi 
I Chrift after the Reſurrection. 
And kfth,. as he confiders his Hier into 
Hearen. _ 2 rm 


Tue Quety of che firſt *Parricular 8 
Chriſt; foretold his on“ e ſo that it 


Would be Known publicly, r.. 

This Caviller 8 that there ſhould deu 
publick Prediction of ppoſy Sha Reſurr ection, made to 
The chief. Prieſts and Phaxiſees, to vindicate thic 
| "Paſſage, containing their Addreſs to Pilate." Sir, 
ve remember that Deceiver ſaid, while he waf yet 
Alive, after three Days I will riſe again. Now, 
days he, the Words, we remember, ſignify that 
they heard him ſay fo. But this does not necef- 
fanly follow ; for they might uſe this Expreſſion, 7 
though they had not beard him fay fo, if he de- 
Rvered this Prediction fo, as to be publickly known. 
But he delivered it by his own Computation foe 


| 4 to che rn nor doth it exprefsly ap- 


2 Pear, 
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pear; they were to: ſecret if, And he miſrepreſents 
that Paſſage in St. Mark, which he brings to 
prove they were. For when he charged them, 
bey Hould tell, no Mas of bim, that he was the 
Cbriſt, Mark vii. 30. it follows. And be began 
o teach tbem, that. the Son. of. Man. muſt ſuffer 
many things, and be rejected of the Elders, and 
of ube «bief Prieſts. and Scribes, and be killed, .and 
after three Days riſe; again. And he ſpake: that 
ſaying openly 51. e. freely, without any Care or 
Concern for it, whether others heard it, or not. 
Which Meaning is evidently eſtabliſhed by the 
Oppoſition of this Expreſſion to the foregoing, by 
which he commanded their Secrecy in reſpect to 
his Perſon. But if the Report of ſome, who 
heard it, had. made this Prediction publick, ſo 
that it ſhould reach the Ears of the chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees, and the Fewiſb Rulers ;, as Gover- 
ners hear with the. Ears of their Agents, they 
might in common Expreſſion have ſaid to, Pilate, 


that they remembered be thus ſaid. And this is 


an Argument alſo, that the Phariſees might, not- 


the above Remark, have heart 


bim ſeme Time or Other make this Prediction, 
ſome of them with their own Ears, But it is very 
evident, that he did not foretell, he would riſe to 

be ſeen of them, becauſe he did not, deſign. it. 
And this might be. a Reaſon, why there ſhould 
be no plainer Prediction, directed to them in par- 
ticular than that, implied in the Sign of che Pro- 


bet. Fonah. And that, becauſe they were an 


evil Generation. For whatſoever this Wiſeman 
* tunk, Wickedneſs e and Narr 
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F 
has been commonly eſtecmed a Bar to the Fa- 
yours of Heaven. And though Jeſus Chrift did 
come, not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Rt. 
pontance, yet it doth not follow, that he ſhould | 
have given a-Sign- at the Requeſt of theſe Pha: 
riſzes, who were of thoſe Righteous, that is ſuch 

as © juſtified © THING "_— were aboye oe 
| Call. | M3 

if And therefge' though this e 
the Prophet” Fonab, yet it was not peculiar to 
tem; which may reconcile the Paſſages of the 
Rvangel g concerning it. St: Duke fays, there: 
ſhall no Sign be given to this Generation, "but. the 
Sign of the Prophet Jonah. St. Mark, tbere (ball. 
no Sign' be given it, without any expreſs Refe- 
rence to the Sign of Jonab. Now any one, who 
is not very captious, might apprehend this Flace 
in St. Mark, as explained in the other E 
lifts. But however, though this Sign of Janab 
was ſet forth by our Saviour's\ Reſurrection, yet 
it was given to the Jewiſb Nation no otherwiſe, 
than to others, and ſo was no particular Favour 
to tbat Generation. For though he was raiſed in 
Fewry, yet he appeared only to his Apoſtles and 
Diſciples, and ſo the Fews were to take tw up- 
on Teſtimony, as well as others. , + 

But we contend;: whether there was any plain 

Pedicom publickly directed to the chief Priefts- 
and Pbariſeen, or not, yet if there was a Prediction) 
made in a Manner fo, as to be publickly known,they” 
might have addreſſed themſelves, Fenn 
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5 _faryed;; to Pilate. bi we remember, that De- 


ceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive... after three 
Day: I vill riſe again. RY 
However this Man of Reaſun ken it he 
granted, that a - publick Prediction, directed to 
the chief. Prieſts and Phariſees in particular, was 
abſolutely neceſſary to vindicate this Paſſage; 
and then argues from hence to the Diſcredit of 
the Goſpel Hiſtor vz, (which Conſequence we will 
now: diſprove) becauſe, he ſays, there is no Ac- 


e of any one to his Mind. For he will not 


allow thoſe Places of Mat. xii. 38, 39, 40. and 
of Jabn 11. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. to be ſo. The 
Paſſage in St. Matthew.is — Certain of the 
Scribes and Phariſees: ſaid, Maſter, we would ſee 
a Sign from thee. Bus be anſwered, an evil and 
adulterous Generation. ſecketh after a Sign.z and 
there ſhall no Sign be given io it, but the Sign of . 
the Prophet Jonas. For as Jonas was three Days 
and three Nights iu the Whale's, Belly, jo Pall 
the Son of Man be three Days and three Nights 


in the Heart of the: Earth. 


- Firſt, He obſerves upon this, e that the Pha- 
&, riſees do not ſeem to refer to this Paſſage in their 
Speech to Pilate by that Expreſſion. After three 
* Days I will riſe again.— And then, that there 


is no plainer, publick Prediuion, than this upon 
Record.“ So that his Argument ſtands thus. The 


Goſpel· Writers put a Prediction s of our Lord's 
«/Refurreftion into the Mouths of the chief 


K n but there is no Account 
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« of any ſoch Pn made publickly to them 


in dhe Golp pels, and therefore that Article, that 
« he osten! his own Reſurrection, has no Au- 


« thority at all.” — We have already remarked, 


that there was.no abſolute Neceſſity for a Predic- 
tion, publictly directed to them, in order to this 
Speech. It was ſufficient for that, if he foretold 


it to others, ſo that they might know it. And 


then again, he might foretell it to 75em, and, yet 


there be 20 Account of it in the Goſpel, For St. 


Jobn ſays, ' there are many other Things, which 


Jeſus did, the which if they ſhould be toritlen every 
one, 1 ſuppoſe, that even the World ſelf could not | 


contain the Books, which ſhould be written, And 
further, if he made no plain Prediction to them 
at all of this, yet this Article, that Feſus Chriſt 


foretold. his own Reſurreftion, has ſufficient Autho- 


rity for its Reception. For there are ſeveral Ac- 
counts of this Prediction (which is ſaid to be made 
openly) to others, which Accounts may give Au- 
thority to this Article, as well, as Accounts of 
Predictions, directed to the chief Prieſts and Pha- 
riſees would do. What is here to be inferred, is, 
that the Credit of this' Article does not ſtand up- 
on the Foot, which he has placed it; and that 
Jeſus Chriſt foretold bis own Reſurrefiion, is cre- 
dible from the Go/F#/, though there ſhould be 
no Account of any publick Prediction, directed 
by him in a particular Manner to the chief Priefts 
and Phariſees. — 


But however, the preceding Paſſage of St. 


Maitbew xii. 38, 39, 40. has been allowed to be 


ſuch an open publick Prediction. And though it. 
E : is 
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& in the Belly of the Whale, and then was caſt up 
from the Bowels of it alive, and ſaved from Cor- 
& ruption ; ſo ſhould the Son of Man be three Days, 
« and three Nights in the Bowels of the Earth, or 
s in the Grave, and lite bim be ſaved from Corrup- 
* gion, and riſe again.” This, I ſay, might have 
been ſo apprehended, as the Words manifeſtly 
contain thus much; and the Expreſſion in Zonab's 
Prayer, well known to the Scribes and Phariſees, 
ſeems to lead. to that Senſe ; nor could they have 
thought of any ſo obvious Senſe. But if their 
Ears were dull of, hearing, that they could not 
hear, and their Hearts were hardened, that they 
could not underſtand, they might be blind to 
more evident, Signs. And fo may natural Men 
now, when, they judge of Evidence, — St. Luke 
delivers this Tranſaction between 70, 45 and the 
Phariſees, in a lefs perfect Manner, and St. Mart 
mentions ſuch an one without any Reference at 
all to the Sign of Fonah. And ſuppoſe this ſhould 
be all concerning the ſame Tranſaltiun, yet it an- 
I argues, they did not agree together to forge a 
| Prediction, that if any thing 1 is leſs perfectly re- 
lated in one Goſpel, it is is ſupplied i in another, that 
if we conſult them in any Point, we .mult have 
Recqurſe to. all, and not only to one, and that it 
is, ; ſufficient for the Church, if this, or any other 
Matter is perfectly delivered in all the Goſpels o- 
ue? So for inſtance, i if St. Luke and St. Mart 
relate 
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„I 
relate this Mater ſo, as that it is not clearly to os 
apprehended from them. alone, we muſt have Re- 
courſe to St. Matthew for an Ex onder. 255 | 
this Remark {ſpoils one of the bel Jokes in his 
moſt t extraordinary Piece, in which he queſtions, 
Page, 245 whether Lite delivered the whole 
Truth, or Matthew nothing but the Truth, where- - 
as all the Truths, neceſſary for the Church, were 
delivered by Matthew, Mark, Luke and Fobn, | 
with the Apoſtles, put together. 
The above Paragraph will anſwer every thing, 
nich looks like Argument in Page 24, and 25. 
5 T ſhall take Notice, that he therein brands 
another Paſſage with the ſame Note of Obſcurity, 
as he does this. It contains a Prophecy, couck'd 
in ſuch Terms, as that the Diſciples, did not un- 
derſtand it till after the Reſurrection. The“ Zews, 
faid. to Jeſus, What Sign ſheweth thou unto us, 
ſeeing that thou doſt theſe things ? Jeſus anſwered 
and. ſaid unto them, deſtroy this Temple, and in 
three Days I will raiſe it up: Then, ſaid the Jews 
forty and fix Tears was this Temple in building, 
and wilt thou raiſe it up in three Days? When 
therefore he was riſen from the Dead, his Diſciples 
remembered that he bad ſaid this unto them, and 
they believed the Scripture, and the Word that 
Jeſus had ſaid. As his Diſciples could not under. 
ſtand. this Prophecy, when delivered, he aſks, 
How ſhould the Prieſts and Phariſees | But the 
Queſtion is, whether our Lord intended any more 
in this Anſwer, than a diſtant Intimation to them 
at that Time 5 and whether it was not * 
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for the fare Uſe of the Church, For a * and 
open Explication at that Time might have ha- 
ſtened his Apprehenſion beſore the Completion of 
his Miniſtry, when the Fullneſs of Time was 
come. Nor were thoſe tempting Jeus any more 
entitled by their Sincerity to a Prophecy, than a 
Sign. And it is probably for this Reaſon, that 
his Anſwers were generally of this Kind, when 
they thus tempted him. For they rejected the 
Evidence of his Miracles, which were the Works, 
which the Father gave bim to. finiſþ ; and that, 
not, as he would * urge, becauſe they believed not, 
that he had wrote thoſe Works ; for they plainly 
acknowledged ſuch Facts, when they aſcribed 
them to Devils; but they would not acquieſce 1 in 
them, and called for ſome Sign to be given them 
from Heaven, the Place of God's Reſidence, ſome 
ſtrange Phænomenon, ſuch as the Deſcent of Fire 
upon the Prayer of E/ijab, which argued di/re- 
gard to theſe Means of Conviction, which God 
had appointed, an hardneſs of Heart, and a vain 
Curioſity to try his Power, ſuch as theſe Sins 
might induce him not to gratify. | 
There is nothing Material hitherto in this Phi- 
leſopher's Argument concerning a publick Pre- 
diction of bis Reſurrection, and his Criticiſms up- 
on the Sign of Jonah, left untouchal; but he 
has further Remarks to offer upon this Prophecy , 
which, he ſays, is falſe in Fact; and that in 
« two Reſpects. Firſt, as to r Time, this tells us 
« the Son of Man, was to be three Days and 
« three Nights in the Heart of the Earth ; as 
| | « Fonab 

® Page 24. under 475). + Page 27. Mor. Phil. 
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6 Fongh was three Days and three Nights in ths 


« Whale's Belly.“ Now in the O/d Teſtament the 
Circumſtance of Jonah ſtands as a Type, which 
is 2 kind of ſignal Similitude, and when applied 


is figuratively to preſigniſy that, to which it is re- 


ferred, and not perhaps to quadrate in every de- 


gree of minuteneſs. For, as we fay, like is not 
the fame. And then it may ſuffice for the Evi- 
dence of this Prediction, if Jeſus Chriſt lay three 
Days and three Nights, according to common 
Computation among the Fews, though not to the 
exactneſs of a Moment with the Time, that the 
Bars of Earth, as he expreſſes it, incloſed Fonah. 
For if there is any difference of Time, there may 
be as well ſomething more, as leſs. But now there 
is no Reaſon to think our Lord deſigned this 
Prophecy to be apprehended with ſuch minuteneſs, 
but according to ſuch a uſual Way of reckoning, 
as might prevail among the Zews, and yet referr'd 
his Reſurrection in this reſpect to this Sign. It is 
well known, that the Jews did compute their 
Times in the Application of Facts to them in 
the ſame Manner, as the Time of three Days is 
computed with regard to our Lord's Burial and 
| Reſurrection, And Biſhop Kidder in his Demon- 


Fration of the Maſiab, Part II. Page 61. ſays, 


it was a received Maxim among the Jews, that 
any Part of a prociſe Time is to be reckoned 
for the whoſe 3 and therefore any Part of the 
natural Day is to be accounted for the whole 
xd piper. To juſtify, which Remark, he brings 
abundant Inſtances. And then the Day on which 


our Lord roſe being as one N fur i. e. a Day 
| and 
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Days I Nee n 0 * el der — 
to denote an exact. Punetyality, bur. — 


fignal; reſemblance of Lime to that of, Jenab's Cons 


finement, as within he Bar, of ubs Earth. But 
hover for what appears there might be ba exact 
Punctuality of Time. For the Hebrews have. no 
one Word to expreſs a natural Day, ſo that ane 
whole Reyolution of twenty. four Hours, and part 
of two others is, fitly expreſſed in that 
by abree Days and three Nigbts. And the Ex: 
prefſion in the Evangeliſt anſwering to the He. 
brew in the Prophet, as the one may ſignify ſuch 
2 Space of Time in the Old Teſtament, ſo the 
other may in the New. And thus without Preach- 
ing three Days and three Nights, this. Difficulty 
may be cleared. And therefore his Reflections 
upon ſpiritual Arithmeticians, as he calls Divines, 
are very unjuſt, as though they expounded this 
Place, as they think fit to make our Lord's Bu- 
rial and Reſurrection: correſpond to this Sign ; 
whereas their Expoſitions are truly and evidently 
founded on the Reality of this Manner of Com- 
putation. And his Iluſtration is as unjuſt, as his 
Reflections,” which he brings from the Trinity. 
They he ſays, who can make one to be three, and 
three to be one, may make two Nights,. and one 
Day, to be three 'Nights and three Days. But 
there are none, who make three Perſons to be 
one n or three Gods to be one God, no 


more 
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more than hey hold three complete natural Days 
to be bne, ot one complete natural Day to be 
three ; but Chriſtians acknowledge thres in one, 
not in the ame, bũt di geren pet, * 10 
fins in one Divine Nature,” 

Secondly, This Prediction, he fas, was not 
* fulfilled." Beckuſe the Sign promiſed to be 
__ given, was not given to thoſe it was promiſed 
to. For if it Was a Proof of his Meſſiahſhip, is 
«ſhould: have been given to the ſaſigfuction of 
that evil and adulterous Generation. But 
it might be à Prof of his Meſiahſbip, though 
it was not given to the Satisfaction of that evi/ 
and adulterous Generation. For his other. Mira- 
cles were Proofs of his Mefjahſhip, as has been 
proved over and over by the Writers" of our 
Church, and yet did not give ſalisfuction to the 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees. - And our Saviour's 
Promiſe ſeemed to import no more, than that 
this Sign ſhould be exhibited in their Time ; and 
if the Manner, in which this univerſal, publick 
Bleſſing was beſtowed on all, was not ordered ſo 
perfectly by them; but given according to our 
Lord's Mind, and not heirs, and that for the 
Receptiott of ail Mankind, and not their parti- 
cular ſatisfaction, this is no Proof that the Pro- 
pbecy is Forgery'; but only that-they had fulfilled 
the Meaſure of their Tniquities, that they were to 
be no longer a peculiar People, but were to be 
put upon the ſame Terms of Salvation, as the Na- 
tions, and the re of Mankind: And en 

de 
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be a Reafon, 108 our Lord, made n 
that he would appear to the Scriba wad Phare 
nb Archie cal, al them, 

He from hence to the Predictions, 
made to the Diſciples, as he 9 at five 


ſeveral Times. 
The firſt Prediction of his Reſurrection hefice 


his Transfiguration, is related by Matthew, Mark 
and Luke. He is afraid an Expreſſion of St. 
Mark ſhould make againſt ſome of his Poſitions, 
and ſo he gives a convenient Explication. St. 
+ Mark ſays, be ſpake this ſaying openly : Which 
he interprets plainly ; but it means boldly and 
freely ; and may fignify either, that he did it 
with full Apprebenſion of it, or without Concern 
whether it ſhould be divulged, or not. He cites 
the Relation of this Fact, by St. Luke ; who ſays, 
He was alone praying, and his Diſciples were with 
bim, or attending upon him. Afterwards it is 
ſaid, The Son of Man muſt ſuffer many things, 
&c. — Here he firſt prayed alone, then charged 
them, that they ſbould tell no Man, that be was 
. the Chriſt; Then proceeds to foretell his own 
Death and Reſurrection. But-it would have been 
moſt natural, if the Injunction of Secrecy had per- 
- tained to the Prediction of his Reſurrection, 
- that it ſhould have followed that Article, as it 
doth that of his Perſon; which as it doth not, 
= Ig preſume it doth not therefore pertain 
eo 

The ſecond Prediction of our Lord's Reſur- 


rection to his Diſciples, was after his Trangfgu- 
ration. 


* Page 28. Mer, Phil. to Page 32. + Mark viii. 32. 
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ration. This i is related r Matt. xvii. 9. Mark 
x, 9, 10. In both Relations, it is plain, hat be 
charged them to tell no Man the Viſion, till be was 
riſen from the Dead. And St. Mark adds, They 
kept that ſaying among themſelves, i. e. concern- 
ing his Transfiguration ; queſtioning and diſputing 
amongſt themſelves, what the riſing of the Dead 
Jhou/d mean. Here is no Injunction upon them 
of Secrecy concerning the Reſurrection. 

The third Time, that 'Zeſus foretold his Re- 
ſarrection was in Galilee, This is reported by 
Matt, xvii. 22, 23. Mark ix. 30, 31, 32. St. 
Malt bew ſays, while they abode in Galilee, Jeſus 
faid unto them, the Son of Man ſhall be betrayed 


into the Hands of Men, and the third Day he ſhall 


riſe again. And they were exceeding ſorry. St. 
Mark adds, that tbey underſtood not that ſaying, 
and were afraid to ask him. Upon which our 
Writer impudently comments, © it was ſtranger, 
they ſhould be ſorry for. what they did not 
« underſtand,” And here he forfeits the Credit 
of his Apprebenſion to ſhew his Wit. For they 
might be ſorry, that he was to be delivered into the 
Hands of Men, and that he was to ſuffer, and yet 


not know the Reaſon of his Sufferings, or per- 


fectly apprehend the Manner and Circumſtances 
of his Reſurrection. He is alſo equally unfortu- 
nate in another Obſervation. It is ſaid by St. 

Mark, and he paſſed through Galilee, and would 
not, that any Man ſhould know it. The Deſign of 
which was, that he was diſpoſed to be retired, 

that he might converſe with 1 Diſciples with- 


out Interruption from the Multitude. But it does 
F not 
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| not follow from this, that nothing, which he de- 


livered to them, ſhould be communicated. Nor 
is there much Reaſon, that he ſhould wonder, as 
he does, that St. Lake in a Paſſage, which refers 
to this Prediction, did not mention all the Cir- 
cumſtances, which the other two do. For from 
hence ariſes no [nconſiſtence, that one mentions, 
what the other doth not; nor doth it occaſion 
any defect in the Goſpel Hiſtory. And it is only 
his own du/lneſs, which prevents him from making 


the common Uſe of this to evince the Truth. 


Nor is here any Injunction of Secrecy upon the 
Diſciples concerning the Reſurrection. 

The fourth .Prediction of his Reſurrection to 
his Diſciples was in the Coaſts of Fudea, nigh 
unto Fericho, as they were travelling to Feruſa- 
lem, related by St. Matthew xx. 17, 18, 19. 


Mark x. 32, 33. Luke xvii. 11, — xvill. 31, 


32» 33. who agree in the Circumſtances, aggra- 
vating his Sufferings, and in thoſe of his Death 
and Reſurrection, only St. Luke adds, that they 
underſtood none of theſe things, &c. Upon which 
this Wiſeman calls into Queſtion their Faculties 
then, but obſerves afterwards they were cunning 


* enough, To which I obſerve, that then their 


Minds were overwhelmed with Grief and Per- 
plexittes ; but afterwards they were cleared and en- 
lightened by Rays from the Spirit of God; when 
they had much better Pretence to any kind of 


Inſpiration, than he makes in his Introduction to 


this wonderful Work. And here ſtill is no Injunc- 
tion of ſecreting his Reſurrection, 
A fifth 
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A fifth Prediction was ſpoken at his af 
Supper, related by St. Matthew xxvi. 32. Mark 
xiv. 18. After 1 am riſen again, I will go before 
you into Galilee. He fays Luke knows nothing 
of this Prediction, meaning he does not record 
it. To which it may be obſerved, it ſuffices, that 
the otbers do, for the Uſe of the Church. Nor is 
here any Injunction of Secrecy concerni ng the 
Reſurrection. 

At laſt, he ſays, St. John mentions nothing of 
theſe Predictions. And what Neceſſity was there 
for it, after the other Evangeliſts had ſo nume- 
rouſly recorded them? — But he infers from one 
Place of St. Jobn, that Feſus did not foretell his 
Reſurrection at all, becauſe it is ſaid Simon Peter 
and Fohn knew not the Scriptures, that he muſt 
riſe from the Dead. Now ſtrictly ſpeaking, here 
are two Faults in this one Argument, For it doth 
not follow, that Feſus Chriſt had not foretold his 
Reſurrection, becauſe they did not know how to 
apply the Old Teſtament Scriptures. Nor will it 
follow of a/l the Diſciples, becauſe Peter and 
Jobn did not know this. But however allowing 
this of all the Diſciples, what is the Meaning of 
it? Why that they did not know the Neceſſity 


of it, upon Account of God Almighty's Truth. 
They did not know it in the Evangelical Senſe, fo 
as believing it fully and certainly to act upon it, but 
were full of Heſitation and Perplexity about it. 
And fo Feſus Chriſt explains it. O Fools and ſlow 
of Heart, to believe all that the Scriptures bave 
ſpoken. There could not be a total Eraſement of 
Ideas concerning his Predictions about it ; for 
F 2 they 
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they not only had very frequently beard them 
from him, but alſo had carvaſs'd them over 
amongſt themſevcs, qucſtioning one another and 
diſputing concerning this Point of the Reſurrec- 
tion; but then, they were mindleſs as it were of 
it, with regard to any Influence on their Con- 
duct, being ſo truck with the Circumſtances, at- 
tending his Paſſion and Burial, and ſo perplexed 
.with the Situation of Matters about the Sepulchre, 
that they did not know what to think, or how 
to demean themſelves. Which ſeems to be all 
implied in that of the Diſciples, going to Em- 
maus. But we truſted, that it ſhould bave been 
he, which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael; and beſides 
ail this to Day is the third Day, ſince theſe things 
were done. Which implies, that they were in a 
perplexed State of Mind about him; but intimates 
. Tomething concerning the bird Day, as though 
it was a critical Functure, and that ſome weighty 
Matter depended, upon it. And then they men- 
tion the Report of the Women concerning the 
Viſion of Angels, which ſaid he was alive. Upon 
which, as connected to their Thoughts, 7eſus 
immediately expounds unto them the Scriptures, 
concerning his Paſſion and Reſurrection. So that 
575 might be ſaid in one Senſe not to know the 

Scripture-Prophecies, which are above pointed out, 
and yet not be perfectly without Apprehenjic 1 of 
our Lord's Reſurrection the third Day. 

From what has preceded we may, advance the 
following Propoſitions. 
I. That there is no plain, expreſs Injunction 

of Secrecy upon the _— concerning Jeſus 
| Cbriſt's 


FO 7” 
Chriſt's Predictions of his Reſurrection, in the 
Goſpel. 

II. That if there had bent in the former Part 
of his Miniſtry, yet there might not be the 
ſame Reaſon for it upon his approaching Appre- 
benſion. 

III. If there had been ſuch a continual Injunc- 
tion, yet the Charge might not have been per- 
fectly conformed to by them; as it appears, they 
were faulty in ſeveral Inſtances, ſo that from 
them alone might have come a publick Report. 
—— To illuſtrate this Matter; our Lord charged 
ſome, for whoſe Cure he had worked Miracles, 
not to make Publication of it. And they were 
diſtinguiſhed by our Lord's Favours, as well as 
the Diſciples. But yet notwithſtanding, we read, 
that the more be charged them, ſo much the more 
à great deal they publiſhed it. The Application 
of this is eaſy to be made. — Beſides we know 
Judas was a Traytor, and might have been Iu- 
former to.the High Prieſt and Phariſees. So that 
ſuppoſing, but not granting, there was no pub- 
lick Prediction, made by Feſus Chriſt, concerns 
ing his Reſurrection, yet there might have been 
a publick Report, and ſecret Information of ſuch 
Prediction; and this might have been a /- 
cient Foundation for that Speech of theirs to 
Pilate, the Roman Governor. Sir, we remember, 
that Deceiver ſaid, while he was yet alive, after 
three Days, I will riſe again. And ſo the Credit 
of the Goſpel Hiſtory will not be diminiſhed, tho” 
there was no publick Prediction, (which yet we 
do not allow.) directed by him to the chief __ 5 
an 
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and Pbariſees, concerning his Reſurrect ion, 
Which being proved, overthrows his whole Ar- 
gument to Page 32. 

And now come his Cavils, relating to the 
* [econd Period of Time, which reaches from the 
Death of Chriſt to the Reſurrection, reported in 
the Evangeliſts. 

They are introduced with this abrupt Interro- 
gation. What now ſhall we think of the 
« FPatch.?” Why now, if he thinks nothing 
more pertinently about the Walch, than he does 
about the Predictions, he might with reſpect to 
the Promotion of Truth have infinitely better 
kept his Thoughts to himſelf. The Sum of his 
firſt Cavil is this, contained in Page 33. That 
« if the former Predictions were made to the 
« Diſciples, and only that enigmatical one of the 
& Sign of Jonah to the chief Prieſts and Pha- 


e riſees; how came it to paſs, that the cbief 


« Prieſts and Phariſees ſhould act, as if they ex- 
« pected a Reſurrection, and the Diſciples, as 
« though they did neither expect, nor believe it? 
But here the Anſwer is very obvious; that the 
Rulers of the Fews did not act what they did in 
Conſequence of the Belief of his Reſurrection, if 
they had any, but to prevent any poſſible Fraud 
about a feigned one; and the Diſciples were ſo 
ſtruck with the diſmal Circumſtances, attending 
our Lord's Paſſion and Death, whom they truſted 
ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, that that they did 
not conduct OE after the Courſe of their 

regular 


* Page 23. Mor. Phil. Trad. 
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regular Apprebenſions, but of their diſturbed and 
perplexed Minds, Hence we have ſuch Expreſ- 

fions as theſe in the Scripture, that they believed 
nat for joy, after the Reſurrection, and it might 
be ſaid with as as much Propriety before it, that 
they believed not for ſorrow. But this Wiſeman is 
ſo taken up with his Reaſon, that we cannot ex- 

pect he ſhould ſhew the leaſt regard to the ba- 

man Paſſions. 

But he would prove ſtill, © * that the Prieſts 
e and Phariſees ſet no Watch, and that the Diſci- 
« ples themſelves were not forewarned of their 
« Maſter's riſing again from the Facts, which 
« the Evangeliſts relate.” 

After Foſeph had took the Body from the Croſs, 
which all four Vriters agree in, and Nicodemus 
alſo had wrapped the Body in Spices, which St. 
Jobn adds, f ſuppoſe, ſays he, the Priefts and 
* Phariſees went the next Day to ſet a Watch, 
did they not look into the Sepulchre to ſee if 
« the Body was there? And if ſo, they muſt 
“have ſeen it was wound up in Spices, And 
« then would they not have taken the Soldiers 
home again, as preſuming, that the Diſciples 
« knew nothing of any Prophecy of his riſing 
« again, and therefore could have no Deſign un- 
« der that Pretence to ſteal away the Body, and 

c report, he was riſen? — But, as to the Na- 
ture of the thing, all the Spice in the World 
could not have prevented it, if Almighty Gerd had 
ren a ROWrrection. And howſoever, the 

Matter 
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Matter might be, they could not preſume, that 
the Diſciples had no Expectation from Predic- 
tions of our Lord's riſing again, from theſe Cir- 
cumſtances. For it was Joſeph of Arimathea and 
Nicodemus, two Principals of the Fews, who laid 
the Body in Spices. And though they were Dic 
ciples, yet it was ſecretly for fear of the Jews. So 
that the Rulers could not make any Judgment 
from hence, concerning the Expectation of the 
Diſciples, howſoever the Matter really and truly 
was ; and therefore might in Policy take the 
Caution of ſealing the Stone, and ſetting a Patch. 
And though Joſeph of Arimathea and Nicode. 


uu. might have had Report of our Lord's Pre- 


dictions, yet their natural Afections might prompt 
them to this officious regard to his dead Body, 
againſt the force of that, as we may preſume, 


they were not ſuch perfect Converts, as to be 
_ aftuated by a firong Faith, till after the Reſur- 


rection. 
But ſtill to corroborate his Argument, he 
queries, Why if Mary Magdalene, and Mary, 
« the Mother of Jeſus, (he ſhould have ſaid 
66 Foſes, but here his natural Inſpiration failed 
<« him) and the Women from Galilee beheld the 
« Sepulchre, and how the Body was laid, and con- 
* ſequently muſt know that Nicodemus had laid 
« him in Spices, how it ſhould be conſiſtent, that 
« they ſhould, as all the Evangeliſts, except 
« .7obn,. relate, prepare Spices and return with 
« them to the Sepulchre, to anoint him? For if, 
0 ſays 
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« ſays he, WF to Jolw s Account, the 
Body was laid in the Sepulchre with an hundred 
« Pounds weight of Spices, what need it of more, 
or to be done again? —— Now, if he may 
think this an enormous Quantity, there is yet 
ſome Uſe to be made of it by thoſe, who eſteem 
the Scriptures ; in that we read, be was to ſee 
uo Corruption, and that he made his Grave with 
the rich. And as to any Inconſiſtence, we muſt 
conſider, that the Space of Time between the 
Interment and the Sabbath was but contracted, 
and in the Embalment ſomething might be left 
for the future Care of the Nomen; who might 
be very ready and officious to ſhew their Love. 
and do Honour, to the Corps of their deſiredꝰ 
Teacher and Maſter. Beſides a ſecond Unition was 
very ufual in the Caſe of bigh/y favoured and ho- 
noured Perſons departed, as it was an Expreſſion 
of double Honour to them. And ſure to him, if 
any, was this double Honour due, who was the 
great Reſtorer of Truth, and the univerſal Teacher 
of Mankind. So that here is no [nconſiſtence. And 
though Nicodemus did wrap the Body of Jeſus in 
Spices, yet the Women might very conſiſtently 
return to the Sepulchre with Spices the Dawning 
after the Sabbath. And as Matthew did not men- 
tion this anxious Affection of the Women, it was 
very happily for us ſupplied by the other Evan- 
geliſts ; as from whence we may ſee the Reaſon, 
why our Lord's Appearance was made fir/t to the 
Women. Nor will it follow, that becauſe theſe 
afflicted, perplexed, amazed Women went to do 
- this Honour to our Lord's dead Body, that there- 
| i fore 
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fore the Apoſtles might not have had Prediftions 
made to them of his riſing again. And therefore 
here this Diſputer of this World would very diſin- 
genuouſiy impoſe upon his Readers. For he ſup- 
. poſes that Paſſage of If St. John, as yet they knew 
not the Scriptures, that be muſt riſe from the Dead, 
to import the ſame Thing, as that the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples had heard no Predifions from our 
Lord, concerning it. Which virtually includes an 
Eguivocation of Terms. For the Scriptures muſt 
mean the Old Teftament Prophecies at that Time, 
our Lord's Prediftions not having been commit- 
ted to writing, And therefore we will order the 
Terms for him, and put his Propoſition in its 
proper Light. — Theſe Facts ſhew, he ſhould ſay, 
| that the Apoſtles and Diſciples bad beard no Pre- 
ditions, that he muſt riſe from the Dead. — Now 
\ theſe Facts ſhew no ſuch Thing. For Nicodemus 
and Joſeph of Arimathes might have thus in- 
terred the Body, and the Women have returned 
on the Dawning of the Sabbath with Spices, and 
yet the Apoſtles notwithſtanding have had Pre- 
dictions, made to them of his Reſurrection. For 
 zhey might have heard them, and the Diſciples 
had the Report of them, and yet net have acted 
accordingly ; as not being under the Influence of a 
ſtrong Faith at that Time, before the Graces of 
the Spirit had reſted upon them; and as being 
under great Perplexity of Mind, and Perturba- 
tion of Soul; when Men are wont to Joſe them- 
ſeives, and oftentimes to act below their Infor- 


mations. 
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nations. So that here he ſcandalouſly begs the 
Queſtion, that the Diſciples and Apoſtles had heard 
no Predifions of our Lord's Reſurrefion, and 
falſely quotes Fohn's Authority for it; and then 
upon this Suppoſition he argues: How ſhould 
« the chief Priefts know and expect the Reſurrec- 
« tion, if theſe Nomen did not; who were his 
* moſt intimate Acquaintance, Feſus's own Mo- 
« ther (he ſhould have faid Zoſes) Mary Mag- 
* dalene, and the beloved Diſciple ?** Now Fohn 
confeſſes no fuch Thing, as has been explain'd. 
Nor did the chief Prieſts and Phariſees act what 
they did, as to the Watch, in the Expectation of 
a Reſurrection, if they had any, but to prevent 
Fraud. Nor is it evident, that the Women had 
never heard of Predictions concerning a Reſur- 
rection from their Actions upon this diſmal and 
perplexing Scene, then before them; which we 
have above ſnewn. And if fo, through a falſe 
Level of all his malicious Aims, he has very 
widely miſſed the Mark. 

Another Reaſon he offers, why there was no 
Watch, is, « becauſe the Women appeared 
« without any hindrance or moleſtation, They 
«would not, he ſays, have coxſulted, as they went, 
« who hall roll us away the Stone from the Door 
&« of the Sepulchre, if they had known it was ſealed. 
Nor would they have gone to anoint the Body, 
« if they had known there had been a Watch ſet.” 
There needs no Reply to this, but that it is very 
probable they might know neither of Seal or 

* G 2 Watch. 
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70 the Apoſtles might not have had Prediftions 
made to them of his ri//ng again. And therefore 
here this Diſputer of this World would very diſin- 
genuouſly impoſe upon his Readers. For he ſup- 
poſes that Paſſage of St. Jabn, as yet they knew 
not the Scriptures, that he muſt riſe from the Dead, 
to. import the ſame Thing, as that the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples had heard no PredifFions from our 
Lord, goncerning it. Which virtually includes an 
Eguivocation of Terms. For the Scriptures muſt 
mean the Old Teſtament Prophecies at that Time, 
our Lord's Prediftions not having been commit - 
ted to writing, And therefore we will order the 
Terms for him, and put his Propoſition in its 
proper Light. — Theſe Facts ſhew, he ſhould ſay, 
| that the Apoſtles and Diſciples had beard no Pre- 

diftions, that he muſt riſe from the Dead. — Now 
. theſe Facts ſhew no ſuch Thing. For Nicodemus 
and Foſeph of Arimatbea might have thus in- 
terred the Body, and the Women have returned 
on the Dawning of the Sabbath with Spices, and 
yet the Ayoſtles notwithſtanding have had Pre- 
dictions, made to them of his Reſurrection. For 
bey might have heard them, and the Diſciples 
had the Report of them, and yet net have acted 
accordingly ; as not being under the Influence of a 
ſtrong Faith at that Time, before the Graces of 
the Spirit had reſted upon them; and as being 
under great Perplexity of Mind, and Perturbs- 
tion of Soul; when Men are wont to Joſe them- 
ſeives, and oftentimes to act below their Infor- 
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mations. So that here he ſcandalouſly begs the 
, that the Diſciples and Apoſtles had heard 
no Prediftions of our Lord's Reſurrettion, and 
falſely quotes Fohn's Authority for it; and then 
upon this dis Suppoſition he argues: How ſhould 
the chief Priefis know and expect the Reſurrec- 
« tion, if theſe Nomen did not; who were his 
* moſt intimate Acquaintance, Feſus's own Mo- 
ther (he ſhould have faid Foſes) Mary Mag- 
* datene, and the beloved Diſciple ?** Now Fohn 
confeſſes no fuch Thing, as has been explain'd. 
Nor did the chief Prieſts and Phariſees act what 
they did, as to the Watch, in the Expectation of 
2 Reſurrection, if they had any, but to prevent 
Fraud. Nor is it evident, that the Women had 
never heard of Predictions concerning a Reſur- 
rection from their Actions upon this diſmal and 
perplexing Scene, then before them; which we 
have above ſhewn. And if fo, through a falſe 
Level of all his malicious Aims, he has very 
widely miſſed the Mark. 

Another Reaſon he offers, why there was no 
Watch, is, « becauſe the Women a 


« without any hindrance or moleſtation, They 


« would not, he ſays, have coxſulted, as they went, 
<« who fall roll us away the Stone from the Door 
&« of the Sepulchre, if they had known it was ſealed. 
« Nor would they have gone to anoint the Body, 
« if they had known there had been a Vatch ſet.“ 
There needs no Reply to this, = __ is _ 
probable they. might know neither of Seal or 
G 2 Watch. 
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Watch. For it is very reaſonable to think; they 
might not, have much Intelligence on the Sab- 
bath, and. it was upon the Dawning of the next 

Morning, that this Conſultation was made. Nor 
is there any Connection between their knowing 
this, and what paſt in the Privy Council of the 
chief Prieſts and Elders after the Reſurrection, 
when they corrupted the Soldiers. - For this they 
might know by an after Report. And that the 
Women. went, and came, without fear of the 
Watch, is of no Moment to his Point, as the 
Soldiers were not preſumed to be ſet there to en- 
counter a few Women, but to guard againſt ſuch 
a force, as might ſuffice for ſuch an Enterprize, as 
70 ſteal him away. From all that he has. faid 
then, it doth not follow, that there was no Pre- 
diction cf a Reſurrection, or that there was no 
Hatch, or Seal, ſet to prevent a Fraud about it. 

But then, fays he, why do theſe * Evange- 
« liſts tell different Stories? Wherein he begs 
the Queſtion again. For their Story is not diffe- 
rent, but the ſame Story with different Circum- 
ſtances; one of whom may relate it with one Cir- 
cuunſtance, one with another, which together may 
make ſuch a Relation, as was neceſſary for the Uſe 
of; the Church; the Circumſtances different, but 
not contradictory. So that when he « ſays Mat- 
<« thbew tells one Story about guarding and ſealing 
the Sepulchre, Mark and Luke another Story, 
* which ſhews, it was neither guarded, nor ſealed, 
and Joby to the ſame purpoſe, different from 

« both ;”* 
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« both,” he tells a Story, For tho? Mark and Luke 


do not mention ſome of the. Circumſtances, which 
are recorded by Matthew and Jobn, yet it doth 


not follow, that theſe Circumſtances ſhould not 
be true. And ſo there is W in this vain 


Reflection. 

Under his next f Suicture, he criticizes upon 
a Remark of that wonderful Writer, Mr. #/ool- 
ſton; but as my Deſign is not to defend any of 
his Points, I ſhall leave the Matter betwixt them ; 
only I muſt obſerve, that at the cloſe of this Pa- 
ragraph, he is guilty again of falſe Concluſion, 
and infers, that there is nothing in the Account, 
which John gives of Lazarus, becauſe Mati bew, 
Mart and Luke do not mention it; which Way 
of Reaſoning we have before ſhewn to be incon- 
cluſive. 

The proceding Diſcourſe, Page 37 38. is de- 
ſigned © to ſuggeſt an Improbability, that a Guard 
« ſhould be ſet about the Sepulchre. And that, 
« becauſe the chief Prieſts and Phariſees could nei- 


« ther fear or believe a real or fraudulent Reſur- 


erection. But that they were apprehenſive of 
a fraudulent one, is ſeemingly apparent, becauſe 
they gave this Reaſon to Pilate, /eft his Diſciples 
come by Night and ſteal him away. Howſoever weak 
the Party of the Diſciples might ſeem in outward 
View, yet they could not anſwer for ſecret Com- 
binations, and therefore they were, like politick 
Governors, for making every Thing ſure, that in 
Caſe their Proceedings were called in Queſtion, 

- they 
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they might have it in their Power to vindicate 
themſelves by expoſing him to View after the 
third Day. And thus they might. have proved 
him that Deceiver, which they called him. And 
though they ſhould have had Apprehenſions of a 
real Reſurrection, they would not have diſcovered 
them ; but would-have provided for that Side of 
the Event, on which their Power might avail ; 
that which there. might be Security againſt ; and 
would have acted juſt in the ſame Manner, by 
making /ure the Stone, and ſetting a Watch Sk 
any poſſible human Power, though they knew 
it-could avail nought againſt the Power of God, 
And therefore, that the Pries and Phariſees 
ſhould guard againſt a /raudulent, though poſſi- 
bly with ſome Apprehenſions of a real Reſurrec- 
tion, is in no View abſurd ; notwithſtanding al- 
moſt two Pages of Interrogations, inſtead of 
' Proofs, to the contrary, Nor is it any thing to 
the Purpoſe, what he obſerves, that they had leſs 
Reaſon to fear a real or feigned Reſurrection, as 
he had declared his Kingdam to be of a Line 
Nature; ſince they were willing to ſecure his 
Body, not out of fear in this reſpect, but with 
a politick View to the State, and to quell falſe 
Reports. 
And thus I have gone through every thing, 
which he has offered to this Point ; and which 
he ſums up on what he calls the Trial of the Evi- 
dence, found in Matthew xxvii. 62, 63, 64, 65, 
66. Page 39. concerning the occaſion of watch- 
ing the Sepulchre. —— As firſt, I have ſhewn in 


direct — to what he has endeavoured to 


main- 


11 
tain, Page 40. That the chief Priefts and Pba- 
riſees had Reaſon to be under Apprebenſions about 
our Lord's Reſurrection, and therefore there is 
ground to believe, that they were. That it was 
very. much to the Purpoſe under their Circum- 
ſtances, to guard againſt a fraudulent Reſurrec- 
tion; and that they were not guilty of weak Con- 
duct in ſo doing. 

Secondly, That the Expreſſion, we remember 
that Deceiver ſaid; does not fignify neceſſarily, 
that the Words, After three Days I will rije 
riſe again, were ſpoke in their hearing, and that 
there is no occaſion from them of an Account 
(which however we do not diſallow) of ſuch 
publick Prediction, directed to them in the Evar- 
geliſts. That Jobn does not ſay, the Diſciples 
had no ſuch Predictions made to them. That 
therefore it cannot be concluded, that the Prieſts 
and Phariſees were Strangers to ſuch a Predit- 
tion, and conſequently they might be appreben- 
fiveot, and guard againſt a pretended Reſurrection. 
The Reaſons, given to ſhew, that had they heard 
of ſuch Prediction, they would not have thought 
it worth their Notice, have been weighed in the 
Balance, and found wanting. That he was called 
by them a Deceiver is not ſufficient, why they 
ſhould not guard againſt a'fraudulent Reſurres- 
tion. And that they were not convinced, that he 
wrought any Miracles, he cannot for his Soul 
prove. And therefore, notwithſtanding any 
thing he has made good, they might have eu- 
ed regard to ſuch Prediction, as ſuch muſt needs 
have reached their Notice, 

Thirdly, 


- Thirdly, He maintains, Page 40. there are two 
Abſurdities in the foregoing Relation. 
I. They tell Pilate, that Feſus ſaid, after three 
Days I will riſe again; yet deſire, that the Se- 
pulchre may be made ſure, but till the third 
Day. They ſhould, he ſays, have. deſired it till 
the third Day was paſt. But this is egregiouſly 
captious. For conſidering the difference of Time, 
Which he mentions, is ſo ſmall, it is very proba- 
ble, that in common Addreſs neither the chief 
Prieft, nor Roman Governor, might ſtand upon 
. ſuch minuteneſs of Expreſſion, And no doubt 
he apprehended, that they aſked, and fo accor- 
dingly, he granted the Guard for ſo long, as 
ſufficed for their Point. But however, they were 
ſaved the Trouble by a brighter Retinue at the 
Sepulchre, and as the Event 1s recorded, had no 
| occaſion to exceed their Time. And further, 
there is a Uſe to be made of this Exception, that 
it may be ſeen from this Place, that three Days, 
and to the third Day, are in common Language 
among the Jes equivalent; and this may be 
applied very commodiouſly to the Interpretation 
of that Signal Prophecy in reference to Jonah. 
II. This is the Cauſe for watching the dead 
Body, left the Diſciples ſteal bim away by Night, 
and ſay unto the People, be is riſen from the Dead. 
The Argument he gives, that this is an Abſur- 
dity, is contained in this Interrogation. If the 
People could never ſee him afterwards, would 
they be ſuch credulous Fools to believe them ?” 
Now in this Caſe, the chief Prieſts could not an- 
iwer for the Wiſdom of the People: They had 
| we Inffanc 
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Inſtances in Theudas, and Judas of Galilee, that 
they might be deluded and deceived ; for though 
they were [mpeſtors, they drew much People after 
them. And they did not know, what Trick 
might be palmed upon them, perhaps by Reſem- 
blance of Perſon, or ſome Deception of this 
Kind. So they wiſely and politickly, not weakly 
and ihoughtleſsly, took to the moſt certain Way 
of Proviſion againſt any Fraud; and that was to 
ſecure the Body for the Time limited by him for 
his Reſurrefion,  _ 

And now our Philoſophaſter : is at a Lofs for 
ſome ſeeming Contradiction in the Report, made 
of the Seal and Wateb. Only St. Matthew men- 
tions it; and becauſe he can find nothing in the 
other Evangeliſts, from whence he may take mat- 
ter of Cavil, he objects to his ſingle Teſtimony, 
Page 41. But now it is implied in the Silence of 
the other Evangeliſis, that they gave their Con- 
ſent to it. And it is ſo far from bearing the Aſ- 
pect of an Interpolation from its Independence, 
which he ſuppoſes we muſt come into upon his 
ſingle Verdict, that it is as well connected, as any 
Paſſage in the Goſpel Hiſtory ; and ſtands there 
to the utter Confuſion of Deiſts and Infidels. 
There is not the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect it of 
Forgery, as the Fact was put upon Record within 
eight Years of our Saviour*s Reſurrection, when 
there were Numbers of hving Witneſſes, which, 
if the Fact had not been true, it could not have 
ſtood againſt. And we have ſhewn 1t to be very 
conſiſtent in all its Circumſtances. Well, but 
that the Few Rulers ſhould give Credit to the 

H 


Watch, 


„ 
Watch upon their Report of the Circumſtances, 
attending the Reſurrection,” and bribe them to 
conceal it, he thinks very?“ inconſiſtent. Bur 
now if thoſe Riylers did not in all Points proceed 
according to his Mind, it does not diſprove the 
Fact. And yet their Behaviour ſeems to be all-of 
- a Piece. For they had before bribed Judas to 
betray him; and now they bribe the Guards to 
betray his Cauſe. They were their Servants for 
the Time, and as they, were ſet there purely to 
watch the Sepulchre, might the ſooner find Cre- 
dit in a Matter, purely relating to that very Point. 
And ſince the Few Rulers had loft their End, 
which was to ſecure the Sepulchre, it was pro- 
bable, they ſhould repair the Loſs by any Means 
they could. That they did not ſcruple the Uſe 
of foul Means, is evident in other Inſtances. And 
this was the /udden Expedient in a critical Func 
ture. They gave the Soldiers Money to ſtifle 
the Report. They were to take to any Shift ra- 
ther than let the Matter take Wind; even to ſay 
they were aſleep, and that the Diſciples took that 
Opportunity to convey away the Body. For they 
need not much fear Pilate's Diſpleaſure, who 
was not concerned for the Cauſe. And as to the 
Few-Rulers, they were Parties. So the Soldier 
took. the Money, and did as they were taught by 
thoſe, whoſe Service they were in. If they were 


mau, it was leſs likely this Project ſhould take; 


and howſoever that was, the Matter came out, 
and was a publick Talk, Perhaps he may have 
m Spe; con- 
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conceived a great Opinion of theſe Soldiers Prin- 
ciplesz as they were neither Few, nor Chriſtian, 
and ſo influenced by no Revelation. But the 
Light of Nature did not commonly: make ſuch 
ſurprizing Men then, as it does now. And not- 
withſtanding his grear Notion of the Valour of 
theſe Romans, ſach an Angel, (if we may fuppoſe 
one) as viſited Sengcherib's Hoſt, might terrify even 
them. And though he ſhould highly think of the 
Honour of theſe Gentlemen of the red Cloth, 
as he calls them, in Compariſon with thoſe of 
the black and white," yet that common Soldiers, 
though they were under the Light of Nature, 
being Worſhippers of Plutus, might have de- 
filed their Hands, 'and taken the Money, under 
fuch Circumſtances, is not ſo very improbable. 
Nay, for any thing we know of their Honour, 
they. might have taken the Money to conceal the 
Matter, and yet have told it, when they had done. 
If they were of the ſame Stamp, as their Gover- 
nor, it is very likely they might have condeſcend- 
ed to wave their Honour upon ſuch an Occaſion. 
For Pontius Pilate had the Character of one, 
who had a true Love for Money. And why 
ſhould a common Soldier have more Nonour than 
his Governor? For we know the low, trite Pro- 


verb, Like Maſter, like Man. 


But this Lover of Truth has invented a cle- 
yerer Lie to be put into the Mouth of the Fatch, 


which being mixed with Prophaneneſs, ſhall not 


be tranſcribed here. Only we obſerve, that it 
would not have been at all credible ; and adviſe 
He2 - | him 

* The God of Wealth, 


Notions of Spirits, and of judicial Vengeance, a 


WM 


him not. to * his Invention that Wey. leſt he 
ſhould get a Habit of it. 

At length he grows grave all on a fudden, and 
IE it ſtrange. after the Terror from ſuch Ap 
- pearances, that they ſhould agree together through 
Corruption to affirm a Falſhood, when by ſo do- 
ing, they might expect ſome heavy Jacken to 
fall upon them. But he ſhould have conſidered, 
that theſe. Soldiers were Romans, whoſe animal 
Nature might be ſhocked, during the Preſence 
of ſuch amazing Objects, but yet had not ſuch 


to make ſuch Impreſſions upon them, as might 
influence them to a Practice, ſuperior to that of 
the Jewiſo Rulers, And it was upon them; the 
Tempters, that the Matter turned; whoſe People 
have been ſignal Examples of Vengeance, evident 
to the Eye of all Mankind; and who have nei- 
ther King, nor Government, nor Country, but 
are the Outcaſts of Mankind, and Vagabonds up- 
on the Earth. And thoſe inſolent Wretches, 
who ſhall ſcoff at that Power, which has inflicted 
theſe heavy Judgments, though they eſcape the 
Stroke of Heaven in this World, when the Lord of 
| ſhall appear in his Royal Majeſty, and the Apo- Ni 


ſtles and Saints ſhall attend at the grand Triby- an 
nal, ſhall then be put to Confuſion, ſhall receive if 
a Sentence, equal to their impious Preſumption, R 


and that to their Shame and everlaſting Contempt. 
For we may be warranted to ſay, even from the 
Nature of the Thing. Surely be n the Scor- 
ners. 


I 


From | 


F 

From two vile Reflections upon the Honour of 
Chris Royal Majeſty, he goes on to caſt a Re- 
fleRion on the Prieftbood. *® He inſinuates, that 
Priefts in general have no great matter of Con- 
ſcience; but allows that the Jewiſb Prieſts had 
Paſſions, and Paſſions are affected by Miracles, 
and Miracles wrought muſt be allowed, and be- 
ing allowed by the chief Prieſts, they could not 
bribe the Soldiers to tell a Lie. Now there is no 
Connection of Conſequences in all this. For M. 
racles are evidently an Addreſs to the Under- 
ſtanding, and are deſigned for Conviction, and 
not to raiſe Emotions. They may indeed fill us 
with Wonder and Aſtoniſpment, but that is not 
the End, for which they are wrought. But now 
Miracles being deſigned for Proofs, ſuppoſe of a 
Divine Commiſſion, or that the Power of God is 
concurring on this, or that Occaſion, and that 
to the Mind of Man, in order to Conviction, 
his Effect is not neceffarily conſequential upon 
them. For though in natural! Cauſes, where the 
Author of Nature does not interpoſe, the Effect 
may be neceſſary; yet it is not the ſame in caſe 
of moral Effet from a ſupernatural Operation. 

Nor did the Jes apprehend them fo. If Faith 
and Conviction were of neceſſary Conſequence, or 
if they apprehended them fo, how come theſe 
Reflections in their illuminated Writers. Behold 
be ſmote the Rock, that the Waters guſbed out, 
and the Streams overflowed; can he give Bread 
alſo, can be Provide Flefh for bis People ? There- 
Fore 


Page 45. Mor. Phil. 
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fore the Lord beard this and was wroth ; ſo 4 
Hire was kindled - againſt Jacob, and Anger alſo 


came up againſt Iirael. Becauſe. they believed not 


in God : and truſted not in bis Salvation, So that 


this might have been the Caſe with the Fexi/b 


Rulers, i. e. They might ſee his Miracles, and 


yet not truſt in the Salvation through Jeſus 
Cbriſt. But beſides this, it does not follow, that 
Man, who has a free Will to Evil, ſnould always 


Proceed upon his Convictions; and indeed fig bi- 
ing againſt God, ſeems to have been the Sin of 


the Fewiſb Rulers, which brought on them theſe 
ſevere Judgments, and was the Reaſon, that they 
could not ſtand before the Face of Man. So that 
notwithſtanding Works, wrought by Feſus Cbriſ, 
and their Knowledge of them, the Jewiſb Rulers 
might have bribed the Soldiers to report a Lie, 
and for the Reaſons above, the SPAN might 
have reported it. 

Concerning the Seal, it is ad, it was to make 


the Sepulchre ſure. It was to be an Indication, 


whether the Stone was removed, or not, during 
the Continuance of the Watch. And he ſeems 
to urge in his ſcoffing Way, Page 46, 47. That 
if our Lord had roſe, and come out of the Se- 
pulchre, the Sea/ remaining unbroken, it would 
have been the only Method to have convinced the 
Rulers, and might have ſaved the Angel the Trou- 
ble of rolling away the Stone. But now the Me- 
thod God Almighty took was certainly right. 
If he has created Angels, which he might do, as 

well as Man, they are the Meſſengers of his good 
Will and Pleaſure to fulfil his Commands. And 


whom 
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whom ſhould they worſhip and attend upon, but” 
the Son of his Love? But there were ſeveral Reaſons, 
which may be aſſigned for the Commiſſion of the 
Angel. His Appearance in the Garb of Heaven, 
and in Robes of Light to the Grards, was to fig- 
nify, that the End of their Appointment was 
fruſtrated | by the extraordinary Power of God, 
which the Earthquake alone might not have done. 
It was to convince them in every particular, that 
all their Caution was of no Conſequence, and in 
every ſingle Article to undo what they had done 
_ againſt the Will of the Almighty ; to break the 
Seal, to roll away the Stone, to render uſeleſs the 
Watch, and to confound the Wiſdom of the Wiſe. 
And that by the Agency of ſuch a glorious Per- 
ſonage, as was wont to tranſact the grand Affair 
of Salvation with the Patriarchs, ſuch as brought 
the Notices of the promiſed Seed to Abrabam, 
Jaac, and Farob, and as the Fewiſh Rulers own- 
ed and believed to be diſpatched upon ſuch i im- 
portant occaſions; and from which they might at 
once conclude it to be the York of Heaven. 

And if this was the Work of Heaven, it is very 
probable, that it ſhould be attended with ſome 
ſuch Circumſtances, as might frighten the Watch. 
For Things out of the ordinary Courſe of Nature, 
muſt amaze the human Spectator. And indeed, 
if they had continued there, it would not have 
been of ſuch Conſequence to the Reception of 
this Article, as this Caviller pretends. For thoſe, 
who ſaw him after his Reſurrection, were as well 
aſſured of the Fact, as if they ſaw him come out 
of the Grave. And then why ſhould the Teſti- 
mony 


IE 


mony of Heathen Soldiers be ſought in the Place 
of illuminated Apoſtles? unleſs perhaps this Man 
of Reaſon: would prefer the former, as being un- 
der the pure Light of Nature. If he ſays, the 


Teſtimony of the Apoſtles was not ſo proper an 
Evidence to the Jews of ſuch an Appearance af- 
ter the Reſurrection, we have already obſerved, 
that they were as proper Evidences to tbem, a8 ta 


the Nations, from whom they were not now to 


remain diſtinguihed. And the Report of the 
Soldiers to the chief Prieſts. made for this Evi- 
dence. So that the Apoſtle's Eyidence is con- 
firmed by their own Party. And the Cavils againſt 
the Evidence have been above conſidered. . And 
if his Appearance after bis Reſurrection was as 
ſufficient a Proof of i it, as the Sigbt of it would 
have been, to what purpoſe is that idle Surmiſe, 


that it was made in the Dark, ſeen, by neither 


Friends, Foes, nor indifferent Spectators ? Becauſe 
there was no occaſion. far its being ſeen atall. 


The Philoſophy: of this Place, concerning the. 
Penetration of Bodies, ſhould have been here re- 


marked upon, if it had been any thing to the 
Point in Hand. | 


To dum up Particulars, 3 


incredible in theſe following. 


J. That the Body of Feſus ſhould be laid in 


the Grave with, Spices, as the Manner of the 
Fews was to bury, and yet that the Jew Rylers, 


who ſaw this, ſhould order the Grave to be 
| watched, Kan the en as ml, leſt his Dif; 
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eißies thoiild come by Night, and fea! bim atvay, 
as from ſome Apprehenſions, occaſioned by Pro- 
phecies and Predictions, which had very probably 
reached their Notice: 

II. le is not ineredible; that the Diſciples of 
Jeſus ſhould hearhim five Times tell them plainly, 
he would riſe again from the Dead the third Day, 
and yet be in ſuch. Perplexity of Mind, and Per- 
lurbation of Soul, upon the diſmal Circumſtances 
of his Death and Bu#ial, as to conduct themſelves 
ſo, as though they were not influeneed by theſe 
Predictions. That the Women might know, that 
the Body of Jeſus was laid in the Sepulchre with 
Spices, and yet the ſecond Morning after, go a 
do the ſame kind of Honour to his dead Body. 

III. That the Guard at the Sepulchre ſhould 
be terfified, and become as dead Men, at the 
Earthquake and Appearance of the Angels, and 
the High Prieſts and Rulers give into their Re- 
port, and yet that it ſhould have no fuch Effect 
upon them, as ſhould induce them to acknowledge 
the Fact, or to act TER ſuch n i 
they did. | 

IV. Tr is not unt, that Matthew ſhotild be ad. 
mitted an Evidence of what the Watch felt and 
aw, and what the Ralers did in their Privy 
Countil ; and it is not incredible, that the Sol- 
diets might talce Money to conceal their Report, 
and yet ell it when they had done. 

| It is not incredible, that the Prediction 
of Feſits concerning his o Reſurrection, ſhould 
be publictly known at Jeruſalem, that the Diſci- 


ples ſhould have. 9 heard it, and yet 
ſhould 


\ © if [0911 
ſhould cnduct themſelves ſo, through the Agi. 
tation of their various Paſſions, as though they 
wiere not influenced by it ; and this notwithſtand- 
ing a Report, which might give Jealouſy to the 
cbie/ Prieſts and Phariſees, and put them upon 
ſealing the Stone, and ſetting a Watch, Theſe 

. Particulars we preſume are made good and pro- 
ved againſt the Moral Philoſopher, in the pre- 
ceding Part of this Tract. 

He now proceeds to the * third Period of Time, 
% where the Evidence the Evangeliſts gave the 
„ World for this Fact, is the main Conſidera- 
« tion. | 
„The four Evangeliſts, he ſays, are called 
« Vitneſſes of the Reſurrection, and the others 
<« are eſteemed of equal Credit; their Teſtimony 
« of his Appearances after he is faid to be riſen, 
js to be conſidered and compared, whereby the 
Truth of the Fact will appear, as their Teſt: 
« monies of it agree.” 4 

It may be of ſingular Uſe, before the Exami- 
nation of the Cavils, which this Moral Philos 
pber has made concerning the Appearance of our 
Lord, to premiſe ſome few Obſervations about 
the Manner of the Goſpel-Writers, It is very 
evident from ſome Paſſages in them, that each of 


them ſeparately did not deſign a complete Hi- 


ſtory of our Lord. And many other Signs, ſays 
St. Fobn's Goſpel, truly did Jeſus, which are not 
written in this Book. This makes it apparent, 
that he did not aim at a perfect and complete 
Hiſtory. 

* Page 49. Mor. Phil, 


+ 


mw a a... ala 


hs » 


K 8 . reer, 


7 F BS SF PL RH. 


Hiſtory. And fince he mentions ſome ö 

which che others. do not, and the others 45 
which he does not, it is plain and N that . Ha 
each of them fat down to write our Lord's Tranſ- i 
actions in ſuch Manner, as ſuited the Occaſion - Te! 
and Time of their writing, the Holy Spirit ſug - 1 
gefting ſuch Matter to each, as ſhould together * 
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ſerve to the general Uſe of the Church. Hence 
it is, that we find in the Ancients, in particular 
Tuſtin Martyr, that the Writings of the Evan- 
geliſts are called Apoſtolical Memeirs. Accor- . 
dingly there is not an artificial Texture in them, 
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or a regular Series of Actions in each of them, % 
diſtinguiſhed by Order of Time, Exactneſs of *, 
Method, and a Complement of Facts. And in- *h 
deed this was the Manner of the ancient Jewiſo Mi 


Writers; and was what the Goſpel Writers might 
be directed to, as it ſavour'd-leſs of worldly Sci- 
ence, and of the Words of Man's Wiſdom. - 
There is a fine Reflection to this purpoſe in 
the Writings of an eminent Perſon, in whom 
were combined the Qualities, which-adorned the 
Character of St, Luke, a Knowledge of Divinity, 
and a Profeſſion of Phyſic z which I chuſe to 
cite, as being the Sentiments of a Layman, 
who may not therefore be preſumed by this Phi- 
loſopher, like a deſigning Prieſt, to be intereſted 
in the Plot againſt natural Reaſon, © Had St. 
% Peter, and the reſt of the Apoſtles been a Con- 
&« clave of the wiſeſt Men, that ever wrote, they 
© could not have pitched upon a better Manner, 
line 
or 
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vidi Grew's Cojmologia Sacra, Page 319. 
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50 For moſt Partichlars belrig Necbräeh by two or 


«- three of them, and many of the moſt important 
«by all Four; their Teſtimony is the ſtronger. 
&« And the rather, in that each of them, being 


e hkewiſe ſingular in the recording of ſome ; and 


«- hotł in the Order and the Manner, ! he 
«hath ſet them down : It is an undeniable Proof, 


«that they neither combined together, as wary 
« Knaves would have done, nor tranſcribed one 


ce from another; but are Four diſtin Witneſſes, - 


« of what they have writ. 

* It was alſo becoming the Majeſty of the Di- 
« vine Wiſdom to let us know, it was not ſo 
„ meanly employed, as in prompting them to a 
Road of Words. That the Guide they follow- 
« ed was the Spirit, not of verbal Punctuality, 
ce but of ſolid and ſubſtantial Truth. 

% Nor was it leſs for the Honour of their Great 
« Lord, that what they wrote ſhould be done in 
«that Manner, as to be taken right. Not for a 
4“ complete Hiſtory ; bur only ſuch a Specimen 
« of his Divine Words and Deeds, as is ſufficient 
6 for the Church's Uſe.” “ 

The Goſpel of St. Matthew is preſumed to be 
written by the Direction of the A poſtles, for the 
Uſe of the Hebrews, about eight or nine Years 


after the Death of our Lord, and before he left 
Judea. At this Time moſt of the Witneſſes of 
our Lord's Appearances were living to atteſt them, 
and being, probably, in every Diſciple's Mouth, 
St. Matthew records only that to the two Marys, 


with the other Women, and that at the Mount in 


2 Calle, made remarkable by the Prediction of our 


Lord, 
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Lord; theAdmonition of the Angels, and the woe 
publickPreſentment of himſelf to them. St. Mark 
wrote his Goſpel about two Years after, during his 


Continuance with St; Peter, as his Coadjutor in the 
Goſpel. It is judged to have been dictated and 


peraſed by St. Peter, and was deſigned for St. 


Mark to preach to thoſe Churches, to which he 


was ſent. He makes expreſs Report of three 


Appearances, and refers to another before his 


Aſcenſion. The Goſpel of St. Luke is apprehend- 
ed to have been wrote about fifteen Years after 


Chrift, for the Uſe of the Gentiles, in St. Paul's 


Travels and Miniſtry, He wrote the As alſo, 
as is affirm'd by“ St. Ferom, the Author of 
<« the Preface to the Syrzack Verſion, and all the 


« Ancients, who ſpeak concerning this Matter.” 


And it gives Weight to this Opinion, in that 
chis Book, as well as the Goſpel, bearing his 
Name, is inſcribed to the moſt excellent Theophi- 


lus, a probable Indication of the ſame Author. 


And the Moral Philoſopher doubts this only, be- 
cauſe, being granted, it weakens and ſets aſide 


many of his Objections. In the Relation of the 
Appearances after the Reſurrection, he mentions 


that to Simon Peter, to the two Diſciples, going 
to Emmaus, to the Apoſtles aſſembled, and report- 


ing ſome things, concerning his -Kingdom, of 
general Reference to the Time of his forty Days 


Continuance on Earth, he refers at length to his 


laſt Appearance at Jefuſalem. Which is evident 


from the aiſcretive Particle in this Reference, 
_ ory not ei, but ſeparates this Fact 


from 


* Gtew's Coſmologia ſacra. 281. 


from the Time of the firſt Appearance at Jer 
ſalem; EE vast % And this is confirmed by St. 
Luke himſelf in the As, where he lays, be was 
feen of them forty Days ; and therefore his Report 
in the Goſpel, that he parted from them, and aſ- 
cended up into Heaven, could not be a Fact, con- 
nected with his firſt Appearance to the Apoſtles al- 
ſembled, by his own Relation. 

The Golpd according to St. Jahn was written 
about the * thirty-ſecond Year after Cbriſt, at the 
Requeſt of the Ian Biſhops, to correct thoſe ear- 

ors, which were then broached againſt the 
Divinity of our Lord. And 'tis ſaid by Euſe- 
bis, that he reviewed all the other Goſpels, and at- 
teſted the Truth of them. And yet we find he 
mentions but four Appearances of Jeſus after the 


EKeſarrection, one to Mary Magdalene, and three 


to the Diſciples in a Body; which proves the Mas- 
ner of the Goſpel Writings, as above ſet forth, and 
ſuggeſts to us the Uſe of the four Evangelifts. 
For it is obſerved by St. Auſtin, that they did 
* not ſo properly write four Goſpels, but one 
5 Goſpel in four Books, one explaining what an- 
te other left obſcure, and one ſupplying what an- 
other omitted.“ — And we will conſider the 
Evangelical Books in this View, taking the Or- 
der of the Appearances from all of them toge- 
ther, for the Satisfaction of every well-diſpoſed 

Reader. 
The Order of all the Appearances I find thus 
r aqzuſted from the four Evangelifts 
by 


* Vide Parei Prom. in Matth. But of this * are 
different — amongſt the Learned. 
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by * Lucas Brugenſis which I here tranſlate from 
his Latin Itinerary, Word for Word, al 

When the Women ſaw the Body was gone, 

and had ſeen the Viſion of Angels, who ſaid that is | 

he was alive, and communicated it to the Diſci- = 

5 ran Peter and Fobn quickly to the Se- 
pulchre, and not finding the Body of Jeſus, re- 

turned home aſtoniſhed. Luke: xxuv. 12. Jobn 

XX. 3. 

Mary Magdalene returning to the Sepulchre, 
and continuing there, weeping, had the Honour 
of the firſt Appearance from our Lord. Mart 
x. 9. Jobn XX. 11. 

When ſhe n this to . 
Women, and was going together with them to 
the Apoſtles to ſignify what had happened, Jeſus | 
met them, appearing to them all. Maltbeu 13 
XXvili. 9. 

nn after the Appearance of the An- . 
gels to the Soldiers, who were appointed for the 
- Watch, being bribed, they went into the City, 

and reported, that the Di/ciples came by Night, - 

and ſtole the POO of Jeſus away. Matthew | 

XXV111. 11. i 

The Women giving Teſtimony, that Feſus ig 
| 
| 


was alive, and the Apoſtles being incredulous, he = 
appeared then to Peter, Luke xxiv. 34. | 
Afterwards he appeared to the 9 Diſciples, - | 
going to Emmaus. Luke xxiv. 13. Mark xvi. 12. | 

| 
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And then, on the Evening of the firſt Day 
of the Week, i. e. the Lord's Day, he appeared 


a_—_—- 3 - 
OY i 8 


id} +60 | | 0 Pt 6M 
Nie Luc. Brugenſis Linerarium Jeſu Chriſti. Page 13. 


— — ute corn own 
pr Tomo, EEG CEC 2 A ˙—— — 
I — — 2 — < = 2 - o —_ — 
Wi... 1 
8 4 2 


— —ͤͤ—ͤ— 


— 
r 


—— eee ae —y—ê ́ —Üb u —— ũ—E El. COCA 
— 
a — cy Ir — — ũ2 


— — . — —·9 . 
* 


14 1 


to all the Apoſtles together, (Thomas alone being 


abſent) and eat and drank with * Mark xvi. 


14. | Luke xxiv. 36. Fobn X. 19. 


Thomas remaining incredulous 0 che Report 


of the Diſciples, Jeſus preſented himſelf before 


them all, to be ſeen and felt « on the 2 Day 
after. Fobn X. 24. 

Afterwards the a at repairing to Galilee, 
ay they were commanded, they ſaw Fe/us at the 
Sea of Tiberias, and there he dined with them, 
Fohn xxi. 1. 


And afterwards he was ſeen by a great Number | 


in the Mount. Matt. xxviii. 1. 

So then, after the Completion of forty Days, 
in which he converſed with the Di/ciples, ſpeak- 
ing unto them the Things concerning the King- 


dom of God, on the fortieth Day, whilſt they be- 


held, he aſcended into Heaven. 'Mark xvi." 19. 


Luke xxiv. 50. Adds i. 3. 


And there he ſitteth at the right Hand of the 
Father, together with him governing the Uni 
verſe, and particularly the Church, which he hath 
purchaſed with his Blood, by degrees gathering 


together the let to himſelf. Adark'xvi 19. 


It only remains, that we diſtinguiſh thaſe Ap- 
pearances, as St. John does, into thoſe, made parti- 
cularly to one, or two Perſons, or leſs eminent ones, 
and the more general ones made to all, or a greater 


Number of the Apoſtles and Diſciples: The for- 


mer are to Mary, to the Women, to Peter, to the 
two Diſciples, going to Emmaus ; the latter of 
thoſe which St. John mentionqto the Di/ciples. As 


on the firſt hes Lol * Weeks the eighth Day fol- 
bing, 


.S. Freese 2.3 40.0 m- 


= 


| 


: . 
1 * 1 

lowing, that at the Sea of Tiberias, which he calls 
the third to the Diſciples, -that at Galilee, and at 
Jeruſalem before his Aſcenſion. The Appear- 
ance to James is not here mentioned, as not be- 
ing recorded by the Evangeliſts, but will be taken 
notice of in its proper Place. And this is a Key, 
with which, by due Application, the moſt ordi- 


nary and common Chriſtian may open the Way 


to the Truth qf our Lord's Reſurrection, againſt 
all the Obſtructions, which this Moral Philoſo- 
pher, who reſtrains Wiſdom to himſelf, has 


thrown before it. 


And thus having ſet forth = true Order of 


the Appearances of our Lord after the Reſurrec-, 
tion ʒ the Cavils under what he calls the rſt 4p- 
pearance. ſhall now be examined. | 

The Things conſulerable, according ta him, 
" | 

£2: I. The Perkins, 

* Matthew ſays, (ver. 1.9.) Jeſus appeared t to 
Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary. 5 

Mark (ver. 9.) and Jobn (ver. 10 14.) men- 
ton Mary Magdalene only. — To this, he re- 


marks, that theſe Witneſſes do not agree, whe- 
ther Zeſus appeared to one Woman only, or to 


two. — To which I reply, that it appears from 
the foregoing Relation, collected from the Evan- 


geliſts together, that he appeared firſt to Mary 


Magdalene alone, and to her with the other Wor, 
men afterwards. 
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7 66 J 
Hi. The Place and Fime, 
Maubew Tays, (ver. 9.) after the two Mary; 
| had been at the Sepulehre, and were returtüng to 
rell the Diſciples EINER Feſa3 met them by 
the Way. 

Fobn Tays, (ver. 2. 10. 5 after Mar) Mig. 
dalene had been at the Sepulchre, and had ran 
and told the Diſciples, what was the News there, 
and came again to the Seprüchre, he then faw 

Jeſus, and the Angels there. — He queries up- 
on this. Whether it was in the Way, as they 
were going to tell the Diſciples, or at the Se 

chre after the Diſciples had been told, what 
been there diſcovered. — Reply. He ap- 
peared, to Mary Magdalene, after Simon Peter 
and John were gone, at the Sepulchre ; and again 
to her, Mary Cleope, and the Women in the 
Way, from whence they went to tell the Eleven. 


III. The Manner. 
*Mattbew ſays, (ver. 9.) the ME held Fe- 
ſus by the Feet. 

Fobn ſays, (ver. 17. ) Jeſus forbad Mary to 
touch him. He queries to this, Whether Tefus 
was held by the Feet, or whether he would —y 
ſuffer himſelf to be touched? Reply. -— He 
permitted not Mary Magdalene - to embrace or 
touch him at the Sepulchre, which would have 
detained them there, as he deſigned ro-preſent 


himſelf to her, and the other Women in the Way, 
where he did permit it. 


IV. The 


A 
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IV. The Me Mage. 

* Matthew ſays, (ver. 10.) that Jeſus bad the 
5 tell che Diſciples, he was going to Ga- 
lilee 

Jabn ſays, (ver. 12.) that Foſus bad Mary tell. 
the Diſciples, he was going to his Father. 
Query, --— Whether he ſent Word to the Diſci- 
ples, that he was going to Galilee, or going to 
22 ? — Reply. Both. 

For he deſigned ta make his moſt remarkable 
Appearance to the Diſciples 1 in Galilee, and then 
after in their Sight at Bethany, to alcond up into 
Heaven. 

So, that che Braxeelits fariſh the Church 
vith a Relation, from whence we may colle& 
theſe agreeing . Circumſtances, and collect two 
Appearances of Feſus to Mary Magdalene; and 
this without receding from the Text. 

When Luke fays, the Women found not his 
Body, it means upon their firſt Viſit to the Se 
pulchre ; and when it is ſaid that Simon and Jobn, 
who went with Mary Magdalene upon her Re- 
port af this, found it not, it was before any of 
his Appearances z for he did not appear to Mary 
all after they were gone. So that though they 
ay not Bis Body alive or dead, till after that 
Time, yet there is no Incoherence in the Hiſtory. 
becauſe; they might ſee him alive, as they did, 
afterwards. But he ſays further, concerning the 
Angels, - That from Luke it appears, that the 
ue were at che TEE after the Angeli were 
e gone 3 
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gone; from St. Fobn, that they were there before 
the Angels came. Now here is no Inconfiſtence. 
For they did appear to the Women at the firſt 
Time before Simon and John had been there, and 
told them, that he was alive. Again, they ap- 
peared to Mary after they were gone, queſtioning 
her for her Sorrow, ſince they had told ber be · 
fore, that he was riſen. 

But then ſays this Man of Reaſon, why did not 
theſe Angels and Feſus himſelf appear to Peter 
and Jobn, as well as to the Women ? Why in 
We firſt Place this was juſt as God Alright 
pleaſed ; and then we will add a Reflection. The 
Angels told the Women before they had ſeen 
the Lord, that he was riſen, and' bad them make 
Report of it to the Diſciples. They had the Re- 
port of an Angel from Heaven, and 7heſe were 
to have it from them. And the Apoſtles were to 
publiſh it to all the World: From whence it is 
evident, that this Truth' was to come originally 
into the Church by Teſtimony ; as it was to be 
propagated thereby. And theſe Angels appeared 
to the Women, as did our Lord at the firſt, be- 
| cauſe they went firſt to the Sepulchre. 

But, ſays he, there is as little Harmony among 
them about the Angels at the Sepulchre. Mal- 
thew mentions only one Angel; Mark calls him 
a young Man; Luke ſays, two Men; but the 
Women call them Angels. Fohn calls them two 
Angels. Now the Angel, which Matthew men- 
tions, is that, which appeared to the Keepers and 
Women at firſt. Mark means the ſame, and calls 
him a young' Man, as he had aſſumed ſuch a 
F orm, 
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Form, but yet diſtinguiſhed by a Countenance, 
like Lightning, and Raiment, white as Snow. 
Lule ſays, two Men for the ſame Reaſon, but 


with a general Reference to their Appearance. 
And Jobn calls them Angels, referring to the 


laſt, made to Mary Magdalene, when Jeſus firſt 
appeared. And thus it. is evident, that there is 


no Inconſiſtence concerning the Angels, —- But he 


objects, that the Diſciples themſelves believed not 
the Report of Mary Magdalene, concerning the' 
Viſion of Angels, or the Appearance of Feſus 


Chriſt. And all that follows from this is, that 


they were dull of bearing, and flow of Heart; 
that they did not do, as they ought to do, through 
the Fluctuations of Joy and Sorrow, of doubtful 
Perplexities and apprehenſive Hopes; and there- 


fore they were upbraided and reproved by Jeſus 


Chriſt; who. plainly required of them a Faith 


without Sight; and this their Failing is frequent- 


ly branded upon Record, made by themſelves for 


the Inſtruction of Believers. An Inſtance, hows: 


ever, of their Uprightneſs and camel in con- 
veying down the Truth. 
As to that Circumſtance of touching « our Lord. 5 


Body, 1. e. in the Act of Reverence and Reſpect: 
by embracing his Feet, tis already remarked up- 
on; It is waved: by Jeſus upon his firſt Appear- 
ance to Mary, and permitted at the next to her 


and the Nomen. Which ſuggeſts an Anſwer to 
that empty Stricture of his upon 


would not be touched, I'll not pretend to ſay z 
Sone it mult be ; if he could not, it was no real 
« Body; 


| 'this Paſſage, 
which runs thus. Whether Jeſus could not or 
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« Budy ; if he would in tenet he would. not | 
permit her to have Progf, that it was.” But as 
he wav d it at tus firſt Appearance, and permitted it 
afterwards, it is a Proof, that there was a Reaſon 
for his firſt Refuſal, not depending on the Na- 
ture of his Body, which was both real and tan- 
gible, as afterwards. was manifeſted ; And thus 
this Lappe d Difficulty ceaſes, which is of this 
Moral Philoſopher's own making, in that he ranks 
two Appearances under the Title of tbe firſt Ap. 
pearance of Jeſus. 

Of ve Appearance of Feſus to 0 Diſciples. 

going to Emma. 

n Claopas, and, as he ſuppoſes, (but with 
out Authority) Simon Peter: * Tis ſaid he over. 
« took them in the Way, walk d and talk'd with 
them a long Time, and as ſoon as they appre- 
« hended they knew him, he vaniſi d. He argues 
againſt this Fact from the Improbability of the 
Thing, that Simon Peter, his Familiar ſo long, ſnould 
not know him at firſt Sight. And he adds, * that 
<« thus to appear, and not be known, is all one as to 
e appear, and not to appear at the ſame Time.“ 
Which Remark is empty and trifling, becauſe he at 
the Juncture, that he thought moſt fit, made himſelf 
known unto them. And as he knew what was in 
Man, was ſenſible of their Weaknefs and In- 
firmities, he might have a Reaſon from their Diſ- 
9 at that Time to with - hold himſelf from 

eir Knowledge, till by a preparatory Diſcourſe 
he had diſpos*'d them for his Sight. Now it 
came to Paß, that they did not know him: The 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon is given by the Rvungellt; he apprared 


to them in another} Fon. To which he re- 


marks, * That if it was his real Perſon, that ap- 
« peated, the Form of the Perſon yas the ſame; 


« and that it would be very ſtrahge, that the Pow- 
« or, Which rais'd him up to be known, ſhould 
alter the Form of his Face, or Perſon, that he 
might not be known; for that ſo, he would be 
« rais'd to no Purpoſe.” But to what Purpoſe 
are ſuch trifling Exceptions? Whatever he may 
think of this Matter in a natural Way, yet *tis 
highly reaſonable to think, that a Body 4is'd from 
che Dead, and fitted for the Converſe of Spirits, 
ſhould be cloath*d upon with fome new Qualities. 


He himſelf has read the Account of his Tran 


fguration, which repreſents his Heavenly Ap- 
pearanee and Gatb : And bis Face did /bine as tht 


Sun, and his Raiment was white, as the Light; 
But however, if an Angel can aſſume the Form 


of a Man, as Believers acknowledge, our Lord's 
immortal Body might ſure have its real Form, 
when he pleas'd to exhibit himſelf to his Diſ- 


ciples before his Aſceuſion. When he was in an- 
ter Form, twas in regard to his Raiment, 


or fome Rays of Brigbineß from his Coun- 
tenance: But that they might acknowledge him, 
as he had at his Tycarnation taken upon him the 


Form of a Servint, and became ſubjeft unto Death, 


even the Death of the Croſs, he was exhibited 


to them at ſeveral Times with the Signs and 


Tokens of that Form, vilible to them, tho? attend- 


ed with fuch Circumſtances, as might indicate a 


* 


Difference of Qualities in the ſame Body, _ 


RT 


had been dies and ſeparated from the human 
Soul by Deatb. And this was generally the Ap- 
pearance, deſcrib'd in the Evangeliſts. For in one 
he ſays, Handle me, and ſee, for à Spirit bath not 
Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have; and in an- 
other, Behold my Hands and my Feet; and thruſt 
bither thy Hand, and put it into my Side, And 
*twas probable, that the Expectation of ſuch an 
Appearance might be the Cauſe, that the Diſciples 
Eyes were bolden, that they did not at firſt know 
him under the exeried Rays of ſome new Quality; 
and he did not take the Pains to convince them 
of the Reality of his Body then, becauſe he de- 
ſign'd to appear afterwards that Day to them; 
and the other Apoſiles, and give the moſt certain 
1 ndications of it. But why did he then appear? 
Why that they might return to Jeruſalem, to 
make their Report to the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
aſſembled ; that they might be preſent themſelves, 
and ſo be prepared for the more evident Manifeſta-. 
tion of his real Body to them. And thus it ap- 
pears, that tho” he was not at firſt known to theſe 
two Diſciples, and that perhaps, thro* the exerted 
Rays of ſome new Quality, yet ſince he made 
himſelf known to them at length by Sight at that 
Time, and more evidently by future Appearances, 
it by no means follows, that either it was ſtrange, 
he ſhould appear, as he did, ſo as not to be imme- 
diately known, or that he was raiſed to 0 Pure 
poſe. | 
The Subſtance of the above Paragraph con- 
| tains an Anſwer to his Remarks, upon what he 
calls Objections to his Arguments. As firft, the 
Evangeliſt 


* 


. * 
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Evangeliſt 9 their he were bolden, that 
they ſhoulda not know bim. To which, fays he, 
Then ſome myſterious Power had ſpoiled their 
„Eye. fight; and he came to make himſelf known 
to them ih ſuch 4 Manner, that they ſhould not 
« know- him.“ Nov. as tis ſaid before his De- 
parture from them, they news him ; there can be 
nothing in this 'Remark. ©” We have ſuggeſted 
ſome Reaſons, why tie: ſhould not be known by 
them at firſt : And Whether the Cauſe was in 
their 'Eye-ſight, or in the Object, we think it not 
material minutely to examine; only we obſerve, 
that ſome learned Men affign the Medium, or 
Air, through which the viſionary Rays were to 
paſs, diſpos'd by the extraordinary Power of Je- 
ſus, to be the Reaſon; and then the Cauſe was 
neither in their Eyes, or the Object. And if there 
was the leaſt Alteration from the Medium, from 
lying in the Grave, or from the Acceſſion of new 
9alities, each of theſe, join'd with the Ideas 
of his Death and Burial, might be a Reaſon alſo, 
why at- firſt they were not alarm'd at his Vice. © 
But then, as to what he calls the other Ob- 
je&tion, + They knew bim afterwards; he que- 
ries, how could they be ſure they knew him at 
al? Why did not Jeſus diſcover himſelf at frf, 
as he did at /aſt to them? And why did Ze/us 
appear to them at all? Now as to the Queſtion, 
how could they be ſure they knew him at laſt; it 
may be reply'd, they were as ſure, as their Eyes 


alone could make them. en had his Body 
TTY en TIO, 283 Ul with 


. -- 


Tage 35, Mor. Pl. t Page 55. 


I 

with his apparent Features, preſented to their 
open'd Eyes, and probably ſome Diſcovery of the 

Tokens of his Sufferings, which the Apaſtle calls 
the Marks of the Lord Jeſus. And however 
this was effected, if ſuch an Impreſſion was made 
in the way of Viſion, ſo as to induce them to re- 
turn to Feruſalem, and make their Report to the 
Diſciples, this was alone an End worthy ſuch Ap- 
pearance. This accounts, why he did appear to 
them, which is another of his Queſtions : And 
with what is ſaid under this Argument before, ſuf- 
fices for that other, why he did not make him- 
felf known to them at firſt. 
- There is nothing elſe offer d by this wonderful 
Critic under this Argument, only that he goes | 
on to lay violent Hands on a Parallel, brought 
in the Trial of the Witneſſes by way of Ilhuſ- 
tration; which being produced for that End, and 
not by way of Poſition, ſhall be left to the Judg- 
ment of the diſcerning Reader; who will con- 
ider that celebrated Piece, as it is, an Illuſtration 
of the Arguments on both Sides, in the familiar 
Manner of common Pleading, and whoſe Cenſure 
muſt fall upon the Critic, and not upon the 4. 


thor. 

Of the + Appearance of Jeſus to all the Apoſtles, 
This was made at various Times, but the 

Moral Philoſopher reduces it to ane Time, and 


fo lays the Foundation for all the ſubſequent Falla- 
cies, which we are about to unravel. 


In the following Remarks without Refe- 
rence to the more — Appearances, = 
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will date them in the Manner of St. Fobn, 
beginning with the frf# to the Diſciples aſ. 
ſembled, that eight Days wm: e 
cond, &c. - | 

According to him, St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
« and St. Luke agree, that when the Diſciples 
« were made acquainted with the Reſurrection of 
« Feſus, they met him for the firſt and laſt Time. 
« But this St. John, the St. Author of the Ads, 
« and St. Paul contradict, Cc.“ 

Now theſe are evidently two falſe Propoſitions, 
or Aﬀettions. For St. Matthew relates only his 
moſt general Appearance in Galilte, which ap- 
pears from the Goſpel Hiſtory to be the fourth. 
St. Mark's Relation is of the firſt Appearance at 
Jeruſalem, and refers to other, in particular the 
laſt. St. Luke's is a general Relation, which from 
the firſt Appearance to the Diſciples, concludes 
with an Account of his laſt Appearance at Feru- 
ſalem after the fourth at Galilee. So that theſe 
three Evange/iſis do not agree, that after the /wo 
Diſciples had made their Report, upon that Day 
the Diſciples met for the fr/ſ# and laſt Time; 
though they do agree in a Relation, containing 
thoſe ſeveral Appearances at different. Times, ne- 
ceſſary to be handed down to the Church.—And 
for his ſecond Aſſertion, St. Fobn, the Author of 
the Acts, and St. Paul do indeed contradict his 
former Propoſition, which is falſe ; but they do 
by no Means contradict St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
and St. Luke, (who, if ſo, muſt contradict him- 
ſelf) but give ſome further Accounts of the Ap- 


pearance of Jeſus Chriſt, which the others do not 
DD 8: - mentian, 


mention, and which do not render the Goſpel Hi: 
tory inconſiſtent, but complete it. 
According to him, Matthew ver. 7. 
« 10.) and Mark (ver. 7.) ſays the Diſciples had 
Orders to meet Jeſur at Galiles But Luke in 
« his Goſpel and the Acts, ſays the Diſciples had 
“Orders not to depart from Feruſalem; which 
is no Contradiction in the leaſt; for theſe Orders 
relate to different Times, and ſucceſſive! Att.. 
They might meet him in Galilee, as they did at 
the Sca of Tiberias, and in the Mount, at his 
third and fourth Appearances to the Diſciples 
and yet might continue at Feruſalem after his Af- 
cenſion, fill they were endued with Power from 
on high. —— What follows in this Paragraph, 
Page 59, is brought in Head and Shoulders, and 
without Connection of Argument, referring to 
Predictions and Prophecies,” which have been be- 
fore remarked upon, Saen and eee in 

this Refutation. ; 88 
Upon a Preſumption, that the + po Appear- 
ance to the Eleven was alſo the laſt, and that 
Matthew's Account refers to that only, as alſo 
St. Luke's ; he heaps together ſeveral conſequen- 
ial Abſurdities, and ſtrange Contradifions. As 
that one ſays, the Appearance was at a Mountain 
in Galilee, which is threeſcore Miles from Jeru- 
ſalem; the other at Jeruſalem near to Bethany, 
becauſe from thence he aſcended. But we have 
before ſhewn that Matthew's Relation is of an 
Appearance, which was his Fourth, and that, 
which he refers to in St. Luke at Jeruſalem ct 
= "lab 
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fore his Aſcenſion was his laſt, and not his rf. 
So the Abſurdities and Contradifions are all his 
own, and he muſt take them to himſelf. 

For the Accounts of Matthew and Luke may 
be eaſily reconciled, as they ſtand; and only ſuch 
a Reconciliation, . as he ſuppoſes, would male 
them Contradiction. In like manner Luke, the 
Writer of the As, and Goſpel, very well accords. 
with himſelf, when rightly apprehended ; be- 


cauſe our Lord might have been ſeen of them 


forty Days, and yet, at the End thereof, aſcend 
from Betbany; and it is only this Wiſeman's Blun- 
ders and Menn, n can confound 
him. 


This Critick remarks gumden * That + Job | 
« agrees with Luke, that Jeſus appeared to his 
* Diſciples, the rt Day of the Week; and by. 
* the Circumſtances this Appearance was at Jr- 
<« ruſalem, though he does not mention the Place; 
but Jobn diſagrees with the other three in not 
making it the laſt.” Now in that he ſays, 
John diſagrees with them in this, it is abſolutely 
falſe. For Matibew relates only the Appearance 
at Ga/ilee, which was neither - firſt, nor laſt. 
Mark's Account pertains to the jir/t, and other, 
in particular the laſt ; Luke's to the fir/t and laſt , 
and Jobn's to the firſt, ſecond and third to the 
Diſciples z in which he does nor diſagree with 
the others; but relates Appearances, which they 


had omitted, and omits Appearances, which they 


had related; which ſcems to be very natural in 
the laſt Writer ; that all the ſignal Appearances 
might be upon Record. 
7; He 
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three firſt Evangelifts, the eleven were gathered 
together; Jobn ſays, there happened to be Thomgs 
miſſing, ſo that there were but ten of them. 
But the eleven was at that Time the di Ninguiſbinę 
Term of Honour and Dignity, appropriate to the 
Apoſtolict Body; as the Decemviri at Rome, and 
the #wenty Men in ſome of our Boroughs; who at 
their folemn Meetings bear the ſame Name of Num- 
ber, though the whole Complement of Perſons 
ſhould not be preſent. And accordingly in this 
Notion, the Body of the Apoſtles was called the 
Eleven, though Thomas was miſſing. And any 
candid Perſon would reſt in this Interpretation. 
| Becauſe it is reaſonable to think any Writer, who 

wrote to correct others, could not in the pure nu- 
merical Apprebenſion ſpeak of eleven preſent, di- 


rectly ſubjoining, one of whom was abſent. Be- 
ſides, Biſhop Kidder has ſhewn- in ſeveral Inſtan- 
ces, that this was a uſual Way of ſpeaking amongſt 
the Fews. Vide Demonſtration of the Meſfrab. | 


Part I. Chap. viii. Page 93. | 

He adds — . Thomas being afterwards told of 
« it, declared, verſe 25, He would not believe, 
« except be ſaw. in his Hands the Print of the 
Nails, and felt the Wound in his Side; though 
« this is what none of the pthers mention, and 


c contradicts their Evidence? But in that they 


do not mention it, it is a Proof there is here no 
Contradiction. | 
Concerning Thomas Infidelity, who required 


tactile Proof from his Hands and Side, and yet, 
e 
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he ſays, ſeems to have believed upon e 
makes * following Remarks. 
I. St. * Thomas's Infidelity and Faith were 
« very extraordinary. Which we very. readily 
allow. —— But we will take his Interrogations, 
as they ſtand. is it to be ſuppoſed, that 
the Power, which raiſed up Jeſus to Life, did 
e not cure thoſe Mounds? Now this Queſtion 
will not prove it did ; and if there were any Ends 
to be ſerved by them, it is certain he did not. 
Or, ſays he, was not Jeſus to be known with- 
„out them? Tis plain he appeals. to them, 
and then they were deſigned Indications of him 
to the Diſciples. © Had they forgot the Form, or 
c loſt the Idea of his Face and Body, and the Sound 
« of his Voice in ſo ſhort a Time, which they 
« had fo often ſeen and heard? They had not 
forgot that ſo, as to loſe the habitual Idea of 
him, but they were under Surpriſe and Amaze at 
that Time, fo that theſe. Tokens might ſerve to 
call them the ſooner to themſelves, and to quicken 
their Acknowledgment of yhis Perſon. If theſe 
« Marks were only Prints, or Scam of Wounds 
« in his Hands and Side, could not another Per- 
<« ſon, who might have a Mind to deceive, make 
Scars of Wounds in theſe Places, or the Ap- 
i pearance of ſuch Wounds ? Were theſe Prints 
better to be known than the Perſon? To this 
I anſwer, that to bore the Hands and Feet with 
Nails, in order to perſonate another, would be 
no very agreeable Piece of Mimickry; but how- 
ever, chat the Perſon might not have done ſo 
; well 
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well without the Prin ts, nor the Prints without 


the Perſon. 


II. As to the“ und of the Side, he . 
only Jobn mentions it; and Jobn was the moſt 
proper to record it, as being preſent, when it was 
given. For he, that ſaw it, bare Record. If Luke 
had mentioned it upon the Report of Jobn, he 
would have reduced it to the ſame Evidence. 
And ſuch an Evidence as John's alone, of pecu- 
liar Character, may ſure be admitted for a ſingle 
Circumſtance, though the others do not mention 
it, And toa Man, that i is not purely natural, the 
Propbet, he cites, is another Evidence. And 
when People are in a doubting Humour, they 
may doubt of his Death too, if they doubt of 
his Wound thus atteſted. Not that there is any 


neceſſary Connection between them. For the 


Wound was given after his Death. And the Scribes 
and Phariſees, the Publicans and Sinners, all were 
ſatisfied of his Death; and, as the learned Dr. 
Pearſon ſays, the Sadducees moſt of all, who 
e hugged their old Opinion, and loved their Er- 
c ror the better, becauſe they thought him ſure 
<« for ever riſing again: Even thoſe, who wiſhed, 
6 who thirſted for his Blood, they which obtained, 
<« which effected, which extorted his Death, even 
< they believed it, even they were ſatisfied with 
eit.“ So that what he ſays in an arch Way of 
Reaſoning, depending upon a preſumed Connec- 
tion between the Wound and his: Death, is all 
empty and ridiculous, he being moſt Oy" 
_ before the Wound was given, | 

III. This 
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III. This Unbeliever takes notice, that the 


* Faith of Thomas was very extraordinary too. 


For when Jeſus appeared in the midſt of them, 
when the Doors were ſhut, the ſecond Time, and 
ſhewed to Thomas his Hands and his Side, c. 
Thomas cried out, my Lord and my God. ---- And 
indeed, there is ſomething ſurpriſing in this, that 
on a ſudden from ſuch Hardneſs of Heart, and 


$Slowneſs of Underſtanding, he ſhould reaſon fo 


well. That immediately upon his Conviction of 
the Reſurrection of his Body, he ſhould acknow- 
ledge his Divinity, as a certain Conſequence. But 
this Man of Reaſon has drawn a wretched Con- 
cluſion from this Exclamation. For he ſays, < it 
« follows from it, that the human Perſon was Lord 
and God, as the Muggletonians ſay.” But it does 


not follow, that the human Perſon, but that the 


Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, conſiſting of the two Na- 
tures, Human and Divine, was God, which #wo 
Natures together, make but one Perſon, And 
his next moſt woeful Reflection, that believing 


him to be God, Thomas had not the Proof of 


the Idenity of his real Perſon, cannot be juſt, be- 
cauſe, as from the Miracle of the Reſurrection, 
he was convinced of his Divinity, ſo from the 
Marks and Prints of the Nails and Spear, he was 
convinced of his Humanity, and the Reality of his 
Body. E 

1. And now this + Mora! Philoſopher gives 


us a little. Touch of his Phy/icks, and brings his 
Maxim from thence. to prove, that ſuch an Ap- 
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> of our Lord's real Body in the Circum- 


ſtances, deſcribed at this Time, was impoſſible, 
* The Doors were ſhut, when they were aſſembled ; 


and yet Jeſus came, and ſtood in the midſt of them, 

« It is here, ſays he, objected, that one ſolid or 
t material Body, paſſed through another ſolid or 
& material Body, without injuring the Form of 
« either, both the paſſing and paſſive Body re- 
% maining the ſame, contrary to all the Laws of 
« Nature.” But now the Lord of the Univerſe, 
might, in giving the Laws of Nature, reſerve to 
himſelf a certain Prerogative to diſpenſe with them 
on ſome extraordinary Occaſions : And whatſoever 


his Skill in Phyſicks may be, it doth not ſeem to 


be good Metaphyſicks, that God ſhould, by the Act 
of Creation, make himſelf in any reſpect a nece/- 
© ſary Agent. For ſurely, as he gave theſe Laws to 
ſerve the Ends of his Glory, if the ſame Ends ate 
to be ſerved by the Evacuation of them, he may 
aboliſh them, and extinguiſh even Nature itſelf, 


He can put out the great Luminaries, and de- 


ſtroy every living Thing, and bring back the 
univerſal Chaos again. Otherwiſe his Power were 
abridged, and Will reſtrained, by his natural Pro- 
ductions : And there are Things, implying no Ab- 
ſurdities or Contradictions, which he cannot do. 
That there ſhould be an End put to the World 
implies no more a Contradiction, than that it 
once was not. And if he can put an End to the 
World, it muſt be by a univerſal Suſpenſion of all 
the Laws of Nature, And if he can ſuſpend the 


Operation of them all, it will ſure follow, that 


he may for any moral And work ſome extraordi- 
| | ; ** 
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nary Effect occaſionally, the general Order of 
Things retaining its common Courſe. Such 
an Effect is ſtiPd a Miracle, which he can there- 
fore, and has worked for the Conviction and Con- 
verſion of Man. And the Appearance of our 
Lord to his Diſciples, when the Doors were ſhut, 
was the Effect of ſuch miraculoys Power. - For 
whether we follow the Opinions of the Greek and 
Latin Fathers, who held, that Jeſus came by a 
ſupernatural Manner into the midſt of his Diſci- 
ples, the Doors being, or continuing not only ſhut, 
but ſtrongly barricaded for fear of the ems; or 
that of Calvin, that the Doors were impercepti- 
bly opened for his Entrance ; yet either is attri- 
buted to the miraculous Power of God. If the 
latter Opinion ſhould be adher'd to, then the 
Difficulty, conceived from the Penetration of 
Matter, ceaſes. If the former, that is, if our Lord's 
real Body came in the midſt of his Diſciples, the 
Doors continuing ſhut, the Manner of it being 
ſupernatural, Reaſon ſuggeſts it ought not curi- 
ouſly to be brought to the Teſt of this natural 
Laco, concerning the Penetration of Bodies. Be- 
cauſe what is ſupernatural, tranſcends the Laus 
of Nature. And he cannot here argue with any 
Certainty from this Law of Nature, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons, Firſt, becauſe, though our Lord 
did come into the midſt of his Diſciples, the 
Doors being ſhut, yet it doth not neceſſarily fol- 
low, that it ſhould be in the Way of Penetration 
of Bodies, For God Almighty's Ways, are not as 
our Ways, and therefore we- cannot conceive, 
much leſs explain them in Supernaturals. Second» 
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becauſe though our Saviour's Body was rech 
yet it was not properly natural after his Reſur- 


reffion ; it was ſown a natural Body, it was raiſed 
a ſpiritual Body. And therefore this Law oh na- 


 thral Bodies is not juſtly applied in this Argu- 


ment. If it ſhould be argued: againſt this from 
kis Tangibility, and the Performance of ſome na- 
tural. Actions ; it may be replied, that he could 


exert his Power to perform theſe in his ſpiritual 


Body, as well as Miracles in his natural. have, 


and ſhall hereafter ſpeak. to the Paſſibility of Mira- 


clas, that they are not to be put upon a Level 
with the Feats of a common Juggler, that they 
may be wrought to the Satisfaction of an Eye- 
Witneſs, and become credible by Report and Re- 
cord, which will be a Solution to all his Cavils 
under this Argument, Page 64. And this I pro- 
poſe in reply to his remaining Pages, at the 
Concluſion of his extraordinary Work, where it 
will be ſheyn,; that it is ſo far from being contrary 
to the Attributes of God, that there ſhould. be a 
Poſſibility. of Miracles, that it is contrary to his 
Attributes, that there ſhould not; And as to what 
he Objects, Page 63, concerning the Silence of 
Matthew, and the Abſence of Mark, and of Luke 


from this Appearance, which was delivered unto 


him by thoſe, who from the Beginning were Eye- 
Witneſſes, we have dad remarked upon it over 
and over. 

Let us now, fon he, 18 Athly, of the 
other Appearances mentioned by John and Paul, 
All that he often Concerning: the Record of. St. 


Jon 
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John, is this: © Tho; John tells us of mere Aps 
«< -pearances of Feſus.to his Diſciples than the other 
« Evangeliſts do, and after they-lay he aſcenged; or 
« took the laſt Leave of them it is ſufficient theres, 
e fore to ſay of Fohns Evidence, that his deſtroys 
„ theirs, or theirs deſtroys his. Nom we have 
ſhewn over and over the Order of the Appears, 
ances to the Diſciples, and. that John. only. relates, 
the three firſt, Matthew the fourth, Mark: and 
Luke only refer to the laſt, beſides that they men, 
tion ſome others preceding. . So that Jabs does 


not mention Appearances, after they lay ger 


ed ; nor does he by relating an Appearance, w 


they do not, contradif? any of their Relations * | 


and therefore his Evidence doth. not ds dei 
or theirs his. 


Having diſpatch'd St. Jain, as he Nang 


with one Stroke, he endeavours next to cut 

St. Paul's Evidence. It was, ſays he, given by 
Hearſay, becauſe it is of Things and Facts befor 

he was born. St. Paul's Words are, Laſt of i 


he was ſeen. of me alſo, as of one horn. out of due: 


Time: i. e. one called by Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
like the other Apoſtles, but not during his Mini 

on Earth. So that this being a ſpiritual, *. 
not a natural Birth, his Reflection amounts to ng, 
more than a, ridiculous Quibble. 


The Relation of the Appearances, of Chrift 


after his Reſurrection, made by this Apoſtle, ſtan 
thus: He was ſeen of Cephas, then. of the. 7 welve,. 


After that he was ſeen of above five hundred Bre- | 


hren at once, of whom, the greater Part remain 
into this preſent, but ſome are Jallen aſleep... 25 
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ter that be was ſeen of James, then of all the 
Apoſtles." | Laſt of all, he was ſeen of me alſo. 
This Appearance to Cephas is the fame, which 
the Apoſtles and Diſeiples ſpeak of to Cleophas 
and his Companion, whoſoever he was, upon their 


Return from Emmaus, ſaying, the Lord is riſeh in- 
deed, and hath appeared unto Simon. And from 


that Circumſtance it appears to have been before 
his rf Appearance to the Eleven. The next to 
the Twelve is determin'd by the former to be 


that mention'd by Mart, Luke, and John, as the 


fir# to the Diſciples. And his Query about Ju- 
dar, Whether he was there to make up the 


Number? is of no Conſequence, becauſe after 


the Election of Matthias, the Twelve was a Term 


of Honour and Dignity, appropriated to the Ap 


tolick Body, as the Eleven was before the Election. 
And the Uſe of it thus prevailing in'the Church, 
it was given to that Body, eſpecially with regard 


to ſolenin Aſſemblies, though every Member was 


not preſent. © The Appearance to the 500 is juſt- 
ly judged by the Learned to have been at the 
Mountain in Galilee : The Orders were, Tell the 
Diſeiples, not only the Apoſtles, I go before you 
into Galilee.” And it is preſum'd, that the Seven- 
ty, with the other Diſciples, to the Number of 


500, were then and there preſent together with 


the Apoſtles, which Place was ſignaliz'd for the 


moſt remarkable Appearance, both by our Lord's 


Prediction in Matthew, and by his Orders after 
the Reſurrection. And as to the Proof, this Re- 
cord, made when the greater Part of this Num- 
ber were alive, and-ſent to the Church of Corin! b, 

b is 
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is ſufficient for the Fact; for all thoſe remaining 
were hereby made Evidences, to be call'd upon 
for their Teſtimony. After this, he was ſeen of 
James, preſum'd to be the Brother of our Lord; 
and as to the Order of Time, as it here ſtands, 
after the general Appearance at Galilee; after that, 
he was ſeen of all the Apoſtles, preſum'd to be at his 
laſt Appearance at Feruſalem, who were ſome of 
diſiinguiſsd Character amongſt the Diſciples, of 
Apoſtolick Miſſion, though not of the Twelve, being 
probably the Hundred and twenty, mention'd in 
the Acts, as of thoſe, who accompanied with the 
Twelve all the Time, that the Lord Feſus went in 
and out amongſt them, beginning at the Baptiſm. of 
Jobn, unto that ſame Day, that he was taken up 
from them. — Laſt of all, ſays St. Paul, he was 
ſeen of me alſo, i. e. in the Way to Damaſcus. — 
There is one Appearance in his Relation, made to 

a ſingle Perſon, James, the Brother of our Lord, 
who, with Peter, were the only Apoſtles by whom 
he was ſeen, when he went up to Feruſalem, after 
he had been three Years in the Apoſtleſbip. So 
that tis not diſſicult to conceive, that St. Paul i 
might upon certain Grounds relate this Fact. #4 
This is the Evidence of St. Paul; and we will 4 
now make a Reflection or two concerning its 
Validity. Omitting the Manner of a ſpecial Re- 
velation, by which he ſays he was qualified to 
preach Feſus Chriſt among the Heathen, as of no 
Force againſt this Writer, who will not admit of 
Revelations ; we will have Recourſe to Facts. 
And firſt, we have his ſolemn Oath upon Record, 
n= Now the Things which I write unto you, bebold | 
befure 
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Before God, 1 lie not. And in the next Place, we 
have his Deeds to back this Aſſeveration, which 
prove his Sincerity, and full Conviction of the 
Goſpel Truth.—Are they Miniſters of Chriſt, 7 
ſptak as a Fool, I am more : In Labours more a. 
bundant, in Stripes above Meaſure, in Priſons more 
frequent, in Deaths oft, of the Feus five Times re. 


ceived I forty Stripes ſave one. Thrice was I beat- 
en with Rods, once was I ſtoned, thrite I ſuffer d 


Shipwreck, a Night and a Day have ] been in the 


Deep: In Fourneyings often, in Perils of Waters, 
in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by mine 0w0n Coun- 
trymen, in Perils by the Heathen, in Perils in the 
City, in Perils in the Wilderneſs, in Perils in the 
Sea, in Perils amongſt falſe Brethren, in Weari- 
neſs and Painfulneſs, in Watchings often, in Hun- 
ger and Thirſt, in Faſtings ofen, in Cold and Na- 
kedneſs. Beſides theſe things, that are without, 
that which cometh upon me daily the Care of all 
the Churches. Now can it be preſum'd, that one, 
who travell'd fo far, and liv'd fo hard, and ſuffer'd 
ſo much, and, was expos'd fo grievoully to Shame 
and Ignominy, and Reproach, which cut ſo deep 
in human Nature, that fuch an one ſhould do it 
upon ſlight Grounds, without a certain Knowledge 
of thoſe Circumſtances, on which the Truth of 
the Reſurrection, the grand Foundation of all his 
Hope, depended. *Tis to this that he appeals, 
as the ſureſt Teſt of his Love and Care for the 
Truth: and therefore he puts his Oath to his Suf- 
 ferings, and leaves it to them to ſpeak for his 
Knowledge and Integrity in what he wrote, The 


God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who 
> js 
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is bleſſed for evermort, knoweth that I lie not. 
Theſe are the Qualifications of St. Paul for an E- 
vidence, theſe the Reaſons which' induce us to re- 
ceive and embrace his Teſtimony. And notwith- 
ſtanding this Cayiller infinuates a Want of Diſ- 
cernment in the greater Part of the 500 Brethren, 
ſurviying thoſe, who were fallen aſleep, as though 
the remaining were not broad awake ; yet we will 
be bold to return, that he muſt be buried in the 
moſt tupid Lethargy, having his Eyes ſealed as in 
the Sleep of Death, with more than Egyptian 
Darkneſs all around him, who cannot ſee the 
Light of this Truth, or the Forge of this Evi. 


dence, 


Under this 5th Point, he propoſes to con- 


ſider of the Aſcenſion of Jeſus, concerning N 
he ſays, the Evangeliſts diſagree. 

Mark and Luke ſay, according to him, That 
* after Jeſus had appear d to the Eleven, as they 
* far at Meat, and had ſpoken unto them, he al- 
« cended into Heaven. Luke ſays, he led them 


„out as far as Bethany, lift up his Hands and 


e bleſſed them, and while he was ſo doing, he was 

ed from them, and carried up into Heaven, 
e The Author of the Acts ſays, that when Feſus 
« had done ſpeaking to the Diſciples, while they 
* beheld, he was taken up, and they returning af- 
« terwards from Mount Olivet to Feruſalem, it is 
eto be ſuppos'd, he as good as fays, that Zeſus 
aſcended from thence, or very near it.. And 


how do theſe diſagree ? They all of them re- 
N 


lated 


* Page 66, 54. Mer. Phil, 


, 


1 go ]/ 


lated ho Fact; and Mart introduces it in this 
Manner ; So. then after the Lord had Jpoker unto 
them, be was received up into Heaven; F {A 17 
the As, and when be bad "ſpoken theſe 7. 2 
meaning both, that when our Lord at Cera = 
had deliver'd the Things concerning 'the K ing. 
dom of God, and alſo given them his laſt Com- 
mands, not upon his Appearance at firſt to the E 
leven, but after various Appearances, he 8 
up into Heaven, which is plainly prov'd from the 
As, where Luke explains hitnſelf, as well as St. 
Mark, in that Paſſage : To whom alſo. be ſhew'd 
timfelf alive after bis Paſſion, by many infallible 
Proofs, being ſeen of them. forty Days, and Jpeak 
ing of the T bings pertaining to the Kingdom of 
God As to the Place of his Aſcenſion, he 
ſays, if Mark means Galilee, he contradicts the 
otbers.— That he does not nean Galilee we have 
ſhewn ;* but then, ſays he, he contradicts himſelf; 
« For Ke ſays, the Angel told them Jeu was 
« gone before the Diſciples i into G alilee, and there 
« they ſhould ſee hi. But here is no Con- 
nection of Conſequence, ; for he might £ 801 into 
Galilee and they might ſee him there; and yet 
he mice not aſcend there. Andi in that he fays, 
he did nothing | in Galilee, icli might not have 
been done any where fc, this great Man is not 
ſo wiſe, as he would be tought, For if the molt 
remarkable Appearatice was made at Galilee, where 
tis prefam'd were the five hundred Brethren, ſuch 
an Allembly near erase en might have given 


$ Sul picion 


page 67. Mos. P, 


— — — ——_ Py 


„„ r 


1 92 } 


- -Suſpieiqn to the Jewiſß Rulers, and drawn out 


their Power againſt them. 

He concludes the Argument concerning the 
Aſcenſton by obſerving, . That Matthew and 
e 7ohn ſeem to ſay, he never aſcended ; and his 


<« Reaſon is, that they ſay nothing of it.” Which. 


is actually a Contradiction. For if they fay no- 
thing about it, how can they ſay he never aſcended? 
Since that would be to ſay and not to ſay at the 
ſame Time. And after all he makes ita Queſtion, 
Whether our Lord is yet gone? And that witha - 
Proof much like his Reaſon above ; becauſe of 
our Lord's Promiſe in Matthew : Lo I am al- 
ways with you, even to the End of the World. 

Which doth not mean a corporal, but ſpiritual 
Preſence, as he himſelf knows. And had our 
Lord here taken. his Leave of them, at the Sea 
of Tiberias, as he expects he ſhould have done, 
he could not have made good his Promiſe to the 


| Apoſtles and Diſciples, that he would ſee them in 


Galilee, becauſe there were preſent but ſeven of 
the Apoſtles —And now this ſurprizing Genius 
puts a finiſhing Stroke to all his Points by remark- 
ing, that the figurative Expreſſion of St. Jobn 
leaves all the Room and Encouragement imagin- 
able to romancing, But now St. Fobn is moſt 
abundant in his Strictures upon Liars; and calls 
thoſe, who are given to this Sin, the Children of | 
the Devil; and then what muſt he be, who ſhall 
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of God into a Lie? 
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And now follows 4 Summary of all his Bun- 
ders, put together by hirtiſelf, for the Benefit of 
the Reader. 

He obſerves thus. Matthew, Mark, and 
* Late, mention this Appearance, as the firſt and 
« laſt Time; Jobn and Paul fay it was not the 
c Jaſt.”” But we have ſhewn, that the former do 
not mention the Appearance, which he ſpeaks of as 
the laſt; and therefore, there is not only an ironi- 
cal, 2, a real Agreement. He further obſerves 
thus. ** Matthew and Mark fay, the Diſ- 
« ciples were order'd to go to Galilee : Luke 
ce and the Author of the As fay, they were or- 
« dered to ſtay at Feruſalem.” And in all this 
they agree, For what Contradiction is there in 
Orders that they ſhould be at Galilee, and that 
they ſhonld ſtay at Zeruſa/em, one at one Time, 
and the other at another following ? 

He obſerves thus. Matthew ſays, Feſus met 
the Diſciples for the firſt and laſt Time at a Moun- 
tain in Galilee; - but Matthew ſays no ſuch 
thing, —-And when Luke fays it was at Jeruſa- 
lem, it is therefore no Diſagreement. 

He obſerves thus. Luke ſays, the laſt Meet- 
ing was on the Evening of the Day he aroſe. 
— This is abſolutely falſe ; —- nor doth Matthew 
ſay it was at Galilee ; nor doth Jobn fay he ap- 

'd after he was in Galilee ; for he does not 
mention later Appearances. So that theſe are 
evidently Romances of his own. The Author 
of the Acts lays, that Feſus was with them forty 


Days, 
* Page 68. Mor. Phil, 
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Pays, which is the only true Aﬀertion i in this Pa 
ragraph.. | 
He obſerves thus. Luke ſays, this Appeariice 
was to the eleven Apoſtles. Jobn fays, twas only 
to ten of them, Paul ſays, *twas to twelve; "pers 
haps he had forgot, that one of them was fallen 
alleep. But we have obſerv'd, that the Term 
Eleven was the Word of Honour and Dignity, 
given to the Apoſtolick Body at their ſolemn 
Meetings, before the Election of Mattbias, and 
the Twelve after, though there might not be the 
full Number preſent. And fo there is no Abfur- | 
dity to be charg'd on either of them. PI 
He obſerves thus. Mark, and Luke, the Au- 
thor of the As, ſay, that Jeſus aſcended : Mat- 
thew and Jobn do not ſay, that he ever aſcended 
at all. And this ariſes to no Contradiction. For 
the former might truly relate, that he did aſcend, 
and the other not put it down in their Memoirs. 
He - obſerves thus. Matthew and Luke men- 
tion but two Appearances of eus. — Which 
is falſe; for Matibew mentions that at Galilee, 
and Luke refers to two, one upon the Reſurrec- 
tion-Day, and the other upon the Aſcenſion. 
Mark, he ſays, tells of three. Paul of fix. Fohbn 
of four. The Author of the Acts, he thinks, 
ſhould mean forty, by the Words, being ſeen of 
them forty Days, unleſs he was any of thoſe Days 
inviſible. And all that follows from this is, that 
John mentions more Appearances than Mark, 
and Paul than Fohn, But here are no Contradic- 
tions or Abſurdities, as all their Accounts may be 
true, And as to the Expreſſion in the Acts, of 


being 
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bing ſeen:of them forty Dari, it means, as he 
himſelf is well aware, that during that Space of 1 
Time between the Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, our 55 
Lacd . preſentsd himſelf at divers and various y 
Times to the Agnſtles and Diſciples, as in the 6 
laſtancesguit hefere given. =. 
; np cas, minute :Bhilaſopher ſays, “ the * Eyan- E 
<gpliſtsccll,us of. but a vety. few, .that ſaw Feſus 25 
« after. his Reſurregtian ; the Author of the Acts f 
bs Lays, according to the Trial, they were an hun- 
be { greg and twenty, He 5 Witneſſes of his 
Appearance. Pans. tell us, chat he was ſeen of 
above five hundred Brethren at one Time. This 
ies that of che Poet. | 


5 Fame. "ES in Firing grow 
0 Is Bounds we ſeldom now. 


Here All che Elegance and Beauty of this Ap- 
plication is loſt unforzudately, for want of Juſtneſs 
and Propriety in the Remarks. For the Eyange- 
liſts do: not limit the Number, to whom our Lord 
appeared in ſeveral. Inſtances. And the Commil- 
ſion was, 7ell abe Diſciples,., I go before you.into 
Galilee ; which, Word is not confined to the Abo- 
tles but includes all qur, Lord S, Followers. And 
in that he lays, the Author of the Acts mentions 
one hundred; and twenty, Which Paul increaſes 
to ve hundred, to which, he appeared ; he con- 
founds two Appearances, the ſaſt at Jeruſalen, 


og fchat at;Ga/ilee, together ; and, 0 Pre varicates 
as 


oz 
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After hav 
Fhunders and Errors in the” Exam of 
Evidence of the Re ſurrettion; ; he. his. 
« Whether ahy un conf{levitia tlie Nath 
6 the Evidence, ant is proper eiphit, wala N 
« willing to determine a Cauſe of five — 
6 up6n'ſuch Evidente, as this For the With 
« as they are called, do pot all after; in 
« Circumſtance, "which they relate es tes 


but palpably contradict one aher in every 


« Particular they give us of it.“ But in tthe 
Courſe” of this Tract it is ffle wn, "that'tliere ate 10 
Contradittions to be found amorigſt theſe Eviden- 
ces; and that every ſeetning Tnebrififtthee to 
is owing to his. ow]n Miftakes, and erroniebus 
judgment. And though under this Blindnefs he 
would not care to reſt the Toft” Toni derable 
Cauſe upon fuch Evidence; thereare' choſe, of as. 
good Abilities, as this Moral Philoſopher, or Wiſe- 
man, who can, did not the Huthility, with which 
they are clothed; reſtrain ther, boaſt of Art, an 
Science, and itnproved Faculties; who yet are fo 
very far from his Opinion, tfiat without che leaſt 
Heſitation or Doubt, they cheatfally, and with 
al their Hearts, put their Salvatihn upon it. 
There follow ſome few Remarks here, which 
are grounded upon'a Preſumption, that his weak 
Cavils are folid Arguments: And ſo his natural. 
Reaſon ſings a Famph' over Faih before the 
Victory. But we have diſcovered the {andy Foun- 
Cation of theſe his Argumer:'s dat there are no 
1 Incon 
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ncies, Improbabilities, Abſurdities oy 
Contradictions to be ſwallowed by the Operation 
of Faith in Cbriſt; and that qur moſt holy and 


ure Religion is founded on a Rock, not the 
Rock of Education, but of Truth, which is ſo 


| Jalid. and impenetrable, that all the Ponies of the 


World cannot ſhake it, nor even the Gates of Hell 


Prensil agginſt it... 


Having examined all the 'Cavils, which he 
makes againſt the Evidence of the Witneſſes, ] 
to try what he advances concernin g the 

reſt of the Trial. 
The Gentleman in the Trial obſerves, < That 


« there is a competent Number to ſupport the 


<« Evidence of the Reſurrection, and therefore it 
is no Objection, that there are not others, or 
& more; as in the Caſe of Wills, which is the 
e moſt ſolemn and awful worldly Concern, there 
< are. but three choſen Witneſſes required, and 


" f theſe are deemed ſufficient. — This Caviller 


« replies, that the Evidence, given by whatſo- 
« ever Number, 1s not ſufficient ; that the Caſe is 
« not parallel; that the Witneſſes are mean, and 
of the loweſt Degree. And that to carry on the 
« former Parallel, the Apoſtles ought not to be 
admitted, as Witneſſes to a Will, in which they 
« were principally intereſted and concerned, as 
Executors and Legatees. As to the Sufficiency 
of the Evidence, it manifeſtly appears in the 


Courſe of this Tract. And as to the Parallel, 


N there is an infinite Diſtance between tem- 
, poral 


Page 71, 72. Mor. Phil 
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poral and eternal Good ; yet Truth is of the ſame 
Nature in every Caſe, and where Teſtimony is 
admitted, may have a like Rule for Confirmation 
in a big ber, as well as a lower Concern. Beſides, 
the Apoſtles were indeed the twelve princ ipal 
Witneſſes, peculiarly choſen ; but yet all Theſe,” 
to whom he appeared, as well the hundred 
and twenty, as the five. hundred Brethren, were 
alſo Witneſſes to this Truth, in order to its origi- 
nal Propagation. Nor is a Witneſs to be called. 
mean upon Account of his worldly Condition, 
but for want of 9ualifications, as ſuch. For if 
Honeſty, Knowledge of the Fact, and ſuffering 
even to Death, are Qualifications, which may re- 
commend a Witneſs,” then the Apoſtles were not 
the meaneft. And it is but a poor Remark, that 
they were principally interefled in their Matter“ 8 
Will, as Executors and Legatees, and therefore, 
according to the Rules of Courts not. to be ad- 
mitted” for Evidence, when from the Nature of 
the Thing every Witneſs of it mult be fo con- 
cerned, as our Lord's Merits are extended to all 
Mankind, | 
What follows under this Remark to Page 73, 
18 only a Repetition of the fame Matter over 
again, which has been diſcuſſed in this Tract. 
Only, Page 74, he 1s at a Loſs to know, « where 
« our Lord beſtowed himſelf, during his Abſence 
from his Diſciples in his forty Days Continu- 
e ance upon Earth.” This is a Piece of Curio- 
ſity, which we ought not to endeavour to ſatisfy, 
But his Retirement no doubt was ſuited to the 
Fitneſs of the Thing, and his Converſe might be 
7 O with 
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With a bright Retinue of niniſtring Spirits, cor- 
- reſponding to the Nature of his /p:ritual Body. 
At laſt, he ſays, with the * Scoffers in St. Peter, 
Where is the Promiſe of bit coming * Now it is 
very evident, that our Lord's coming in the Goſ- 
pel is to be underſtood of his coming in the Gifts 
and Graces of his Spirit, and in Penal Judgments 
to viſit the Jews; and alſo of his final Coming to 
Judgment. The former is meant in that P 
of St. Matthew, There are ſome ſtandiug here, 
which ſhall not taſte of Death, till they ſee the Son 
of Man coming in his Kingdom. The latter in that: 
When the Son of Man ſball come in his Glory, and 
all the boly Angels with him, then ſhall be fit upon 
the Throne of his Glory, That he is already come 
in the former Senſe, is evident from an inconteſt- 
able Inſtance, the Plantation of his Church, and 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and Extirpation of 
the Jewiſß Nation. And in the latter Senſe he 
muſt not be preſumed to cry out. Why is his 
Chariot ſo long in coming? Why tarry the 
© Wheels of his Chariot?“ Becauſe he will then 
come with ten thouſand of his Saints to execute 
Judgment upon all, and to convince all that are 
ungodly amongſt them of all their ungodly Deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all 
their bard Speeches, which ungodly Sinners have 
ſpoken againſt him. 

His Remarks upon the two following Poſitions 
in the Trial are e v very trifling, that they are not 
worth notice; no more than that, which he oy 
| L 
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for a miraculous Proof to every Country and Age, 
Page 76. But ſince it occurs again in his Reflec- 
tions at the End concerning the Impoſſibility of 
Miracles, as it lies in the Way, I may touch up- 
on it. And for the ſame Reaſon, I omit to re- 
mark upon his Cavils, upon what the Gentleman 
ſays in the Trial, Page 77, as they coincide with 
the former. 

But the Gentleman obſerves, (Page 79.) *« that 
the Apoſtles were choſen to be Witneſſes of the 
“ Reſurreftion, becauſe they were choſen to bear 
« Teſtimony of it to the World, not becauſe they 
only were admitted to ſee Chriſt after his Re- 
« ſurrection; for the Fact is otherwiſe. The 
* Goſpel, indeed, concerned to ſhew the Evi- 
&& dence, on which the Faith of the World was to 
< reſt, is very particular in ſetting forth the ocu- 
lar Demonſtrations, which the Apoſtles had of 
« the Reſurrection ; and mentions others, who 
e ſaw Chriſt afterwarts ; only accidentally, as the 
Thread of the Hiſtory led to ĩt.“ 

To this he“ objects, © that the Apoſtles were 
% improper Witneſſes, as moſt intereſted in the 
„Affair; that others, who ſaw it, ſhould have 
c atteſted it, as well as they; that the Thing, 
« which they relate, is contraty to Evidence, Na- 
c ture, and common Senſe ; that there is no Rea- 
<« ſon to receive it upon their Report alone; the 
4 moſt incredible Story, that could be told, upon 
<« the worſt Evidence that could be given.“ This 
is the Sum of his Objection. 

O 2 The 
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T he original Deſignation of the Apaſttes + to aa 
this Evidence, was certainly Ml Act worthy of 
him, who was "the Wiſdom of the Father, They 
were conſcious to all his ts upon Earth, and 
bad all his previous Inſtructions; and they were 
alſo to be qualified for it by more extraordinary 
Communications. For this was no ordinary Mat- 
ter, which they were to tranſact, and therefore re- 
quired peculiar Abilities. In other Things of pub- 
lick Concernment, which are only Matters of hu- 
man Prudence, this Method is generally taken, to 
further them. Officers, and inferior Agents, are 
appointed to ſee to them, to give the original Mo- 
tion, and to keep going the Springs of Action. 
What was the Method, which the Apeſtles took, 
when the Widows were neglected in the daily 
Miniſtration? They ſaid ; Wherefore, Brethren, 
Hook ye out ſecen Men of bore Report, full of the 
Hlaly Gheſt and Wiſdom, whom ye may appoint over 
this Buſineſs. That was the Way to promote it, 
to make it the peculiar Care of ſome. And fo, 
when our Lord was about his Falher*s Buſineſs 
upon Earth, to plant his Church, and enforce his 
Laws, he purſued the ſame Methods of right Rea- 
fon, As he appointed a Succeſſion of Officers and 
Miniſters in his Church, and as the Twelve were 
to be, and repreſent che principal Order, they 
were choſen and ſet apart to lay the grand Foun- 
dation, and to give Evidence of his Reſurretim 
to the World. And if we reflect upon the Na- 
ture of this Evidence, we muſt ſure be convin- 
ced, that they were the molt proper Perſons, and 
that there was no Occaſion for more, i. e. as prin- 


cipal 
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tipal W itneſſes to the World. For no doubt all the 
Diſciples gave in Evidence to their Cotempora- 
ries for the Propagation of Truth in that Genera- 
tion. Let us conſider, what this Evidence was to 
be. It was to be an Atteſtation of the Fact of the 
Reſurrection, attended with ſuch Circumſtances, 
as might make its Belief worthy of Reception to 
all Mankind. A complete Knowledge of the Fact 
was originally neceſſary; a ſincere Will and Defire 

to propagate this Truth; a Power to communi- 
cate it; an Authority to confirm it; and a Refo- 
lution to die for it; and to feal this Teſtimony 
with their Blood. Now it does not at all ſeem to 
ſuit with the Fitneſs of the Thing, that five hun- 
ired ſhould be choſen inſtead of twelve, to attend 
upon our Lord in all the Actions, tending to this 
Evidence. Twelve Men might accompany our 
Lord to receive his Inſtructions in order to it, with- 
out giving Suſpicion to the Feriſh Rulers, but 
foe hundred at once might have given Jealouſy 
to the Fewiſh and Rowan Governors, that he af. 
feed a temporal Kingdom,” before he thought fit 
to explain himſelf And then it might be more 
fuitable to the Nature of the Thing, that we 
ſhould judge thoſe to be moſt ſincerely affected 
to him, and moſt concerned in his Cauſe, who 
had been of his intimate Converſe upon Earth. 
And to theſe he might therefore be determined 
to confer the Gifts of Tongues to propagate his 
Truth, as their Deſire to communicate it, might 
reaſonably be the moſt ſincere. Beſides thoſe, 
who had this Commiſſion, were to put their Blsod 
to the Truth of it'; unleſs one of them, whom 


our 


L203 


our Lord ſeemed to except. And this Diſpenſa- 
tion ſeemed to be better ſuited to ſuch a Num- 
ber, than to a much greater at the firſt Planta- 
tion of the Church. And then, it is no inconſi- 
derable Argument for the Concurrence of Heaven 


to this Cauſe, that /o few ſhould extend their 


Labours ſo far, and Conqueſts ſo wide. And in- 
deed, twelve Perſons, ſo qualified, might confirm 
2 Fact as well as five hundred, Nor will the Im- 
portance of the Truth alter the Nature of the 
Thing in point of Confirmation. But this Ca- 
viller ſeems to call for five hundred Goſpels inſtead 
of four: Which ſuits neither the Ways of Heaven, 
nor the Reaſon of Man. Nature is obſerved to 

_ purſue her Ends in the moſt compendious Method : 
And fo does every wiſe Man in his ordinary A, 
fairs. And why ſhould not Providence do the 
ſame in purſuance of /piritzal Ends, as of natu- 
ral? Is it in the ordinary Way of Thinking rea- 
ſonable, that fue hundred Goſpels ſhould be better 
ſuited to general Inſtruction, than four ; or that 
they ſhould be preſervꝰ d ſo free fromCorruptions ? 
And this will hold in particular of ſo many ſe- 
vera] Teſtimonies of the Neſurrection. Belides, 
tis not ſuitable to the common Practice of Courts, 
which are ſuppoſed to be erected upon the ſtated 
Rules of Wiſdom, when a competent Number of 
Witneſſes to a Fact have been produc'd, to call 
for more: Nay, the contrary is uſual in ſuch 
Caſes, viz. to diſmiſs the Supernumeraries. From 
all which we may preſume, that the Evidence of 
the twelve Apoſtles alone is ſufficient Feſtimony to 
this Fact: And that there ĩs Reaſon to receive it up- 
on 
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on their Report. And though it is miraculous, 
yet it is highly credible, and founded upon as ſatis 
factory Evidence, as can be given. * Bur, fays 


« he, they were moſt intereſted in the Affair, and 


« therefore not ſo properly choſen.“ The Force 


of this is not eaſily apprehended : For, as to 


Wordly Eaſe and Quiet, they were to renounee it, 
and to propagate this Truth in the Face of all hu. 
man Terrors, and accidental Dangers. And, as 
to an Eternal Intereſt, the certain View of that 
was the moſt complete Qualification.” | | 

After this wiſe Man has in vain attempted to 
prove the Apoſtles improperly appointed to give 
Teſtimony to this Fact; he would ſuggeſt, a- 


gainſt the Gentleman in the Trial, that it was im- 
pertinent for the“ Angels to be employed in it. 
But his Remarks hereupon are ſufficiently reply'd 


to in Page 54, 55, 56, to which I refer the 
Reader. * | 64's 
Againſt the Gentleman in the Trial he aſſerts, 


Page 21, that tis upon the Credit of the Wo- 
men merely, that tis believ'd Angels were con- 


cern'd. But the Soldiers were alſo Witneſſes of 


this, though he has endeavoured to invalidate 


their Evidence. And there is another Way by 


which St. Matthew might be aſſur d of this 


Truth; which I omit to mention, becauſe this 
natural Man may not know it, if I ſhould. 


The Gentleman in the Trial ſays, Page 8, 


That the Women report, that the Body was not 


in the Sepulehre, but were fo far from reporting 
the Reſurrection, that they did not believe it. 
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This may refer to the, firſt Zenn of Mary Mag- 
dalene from the Sepulchre. And this is not con- 
trary to the Reports of the Evangeli/ts. *« Bur, 
« he ſays, it is; adding this general Reflection, that 
6e tis common for many, Chriſtians not excepted, 
to believe they are certainly right, whenthey are 
apparently wrong,” See how this natural Man 
exalteth himſelf above all the Chriſtian World ! 
And tis therefore fit, he ſhould here be abas'd 
with his own Blunders and Errors, His firſt Mit- 
take, which is a. grand one, and in the moſt im- 
portant Point, is concerning himſelf, For he has 
groſly miſtaken his Talent, as to Wiſdom and 
Reaſoning. And this the Reader may judge from 
the Inconcluſiveneſs of his Arguments, as ſhewn 
in this Tract, And then, beſides literal Miſtakes, 
he confounds Mary the Mother of Feſus with 
Mary the Motber of Jeſes; he ſuppoſes the 
Wound in our Lorz's Side might be the Cauſe of 
his Death, which was given after he was dead; he 
makes Simon Peter the Companion of Cleopas, 
who ſaw Jeſus in the Way to Emmaus, which be. 
trays his Ignorance in the Original, which will not 
admit of this. He ſays Agrippa call'd St. Paul a 
mad Man, who treated him with great Humanity. 
His Arguments concerning the Predictions, Seal 
and Watch, have no Foundation 1 in, Reaſon. His 
Account of the Appearances is one continued. 


Scene of Blunders. And his Eſſay upon the Im- 


peſſibility of Miracles is a groſs Piece of  philo- 


ſapbic Nonſenſe. And in this Paragraph he boldly: 
aſſerts, that Chriſtians are apparently wrong, when 


they are Wr _ 
—_— The 
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The Gentleman ſays, Page 81, ** If Men only 
« muſt be admitted Evidences, we have enough to 
« eſtabliſh this Truth. How many? ſays the Philo- 


cc ſopher; Paul ſays 500, the Author of the Acts 2 


« 120; he himſelf fourteen or fifteen, according to 
« the Goſpel Account; according his own, two.“ 
St. Paul, we have obſerv'd before, ſpeaks of his 
Appearance at the Mount in Galilee z St. Luke of 
his laſt at Feruſalem, who was, notwithſtanding 
his Reflections, the allow d Author of the Acts, 
before the Church of Rome affected the Papal 
Tyranny. Now, according to him, none ſhould be 
admitted for Evidenoe, but Eye M itneſſes, and all 
ſuch ſhould have written Goſpels. And ſo, in or- 
der to the Reception of this Truth, there ſhould 
be as manyGoſpels, as Perſons, who ſaw our Lord's 
Appearances, at the loweſt Computation five bun- 
dred, Whereas we apprehend thoſe mentioned 
in the ſacred Writings, to be all Evidences, though 
they have not written Goſpels : Becauſe, though 


there are but a few Mriters, yet their Books were 


written at the Direction, and with the Approba- 
tion of the living Witneſſes, who thereby ſet their 
Seal to this Truth. —+< Well but, ſays he, are you 
« ſure the two Goſpels of Matthew and Fobn were 
written by themſelves ; and if ſo, that nothing 
« is in their Goſpels, but what they wrote? That 


* theſe Goſpels were written without Error at 


« firſt, and that none has crept into them ſince ? 
« That no Abſurdities or Contradictions can be 


« proy'd out of the Evangelical Writings com- 
« par'd together? No, he ſays, this is to be 


« believ'd, but the contrary may be prov'd.“ 
| 4 | | 


But 


' 266. 11 
But fuch Arguments # by wil not prove e 
is above maintain d; nor can any other. And 
till the conitfary'is prov'd, we truſt infiſt upotrit, 
knowing their Authority; that they were wrote 
without Error at firſt, ' And they were received 
with the other Scriptures by one Sect or other, 
even of the ' worſt of Hereticks. And though 
this Philoſopher doubts it, neither Celſus, Por- 
pbyrus, or Julian denied to give the Books to 
thoſe Authors, by whom they are entitled. The 
Apoſtolick Manuſcripts contiriu'd for Ages in che 
Cuſtody of the Churches: The Copies were ſuf- 
ficiently atteſted : The Care of the Churches is 
evident about them, from the many Verſions 
made of them in the early Ages: And as to the 
various Readings, any one may examine them, and 
fatisfy himſelf there are no material Alterations, 
And thus the Nurgber of Witneſſes ſtands juſt as 
it did, twelve printipa/ ones, and the others 
of.leſs Eminence, mention'U in the New NN. 

ment, to he receiv'd and allow'd for this Truth. 
And that amongſt other Reaſons, becauſe as the 
Gentleman in the Trial obſerves, «< They ved 
miſerably and died miſerably for the ſake of 
e Truth.” But the Moral Philoſopher que- 
ſtions this: When the Nature of the Thing, 
and all the ancient Records are againſt him. I/ 
ia ibis Life only, ſays St. Paul, ſpeaking of the firſt 
Chriſtians, we have hope in Chriſt, we are bf all Men 
miſt miſerable, And conſidering the apparent E- 
vidence of their Suffering from their Travels and 
the Oppoſition of the World, how probable it 
it was they ſhould meet their Death in their En- 
| deavcurs 
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deavours to fubyerr the Religion of eyery Couns 
try to which they were ſent, we may venture to 
ſay, that whoſoeyer queſtions them, 0e not me- 
rit an Anſwer. 

The Gentleman obſeryes (p. 49.) that. though 
the Chief Prieſs perſecuted the Apotles even to 
Death, they bring no Charge of Fraud in the Re- 
ſurrettjan, To which the Philgſophor replies, 
That if the Apellles had mention d fich Charge, 
they would have been the verieſt Simpletons in 
Nature. But their Integrity did riſe ſo high in 
other Inſtances, and they record all the Charges 
againſt their Lord and Maſter ; and their own 


Failings and Errors; and no doubt would haye 
"pa | 1 3 Record, if they had 
eaſon * it. Apoſtles were perſecuted 


by the Chief 6575 for 1 maintaining the Reſurrec- 
tion ; not as though they could diſprove it, but 
in order to ſtifle it, as it was a Truth which threat - 
ned the Deſtruction of their P eq ple, Nation and 


Goyernment,, 
When the Gentleman in the T; rial produces 


the Evidence of the Spirit, | this natural Man | is 


at a Loſs to know what i it means. Now the Evi 
dence. of the Spirit. is two-fald ; that which it 
ves by extraordinary Graces, whereby Signs and 
Fee follow d them, which believ'd; and that 
by. which it operates in the Soul of Man through 
1775 'd Graces to Paith, and a-Foy in believing. 
But he cannot know, what the Evidence of the 
Faint 1 is in FOE of theſe „ Fo, or recorded 
| > 2 2, Miracles | 
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Miracles can be no Proofs to one, who holds a 
Miracle contrary to the Divine Attributes : And 
this preſum' d, he can have no Senſe of Satisfac- 
tion from ſuch Proofs. 
Tis alledg d (p. 49.) © That becauſe the Apo- 
ce ſtles were choſen to bear Teſtimony to the Re- 
« ſurrection, they had the fulleſt Evidence for this 
Truth.“ Upon which he exclaims, what fad Evi- 
dence then muſt the others give! But this goes 
upon the Suppoſition, that his weak Efforts have 
invalidated it; whereas his Malice proves he has 
done his utmoſt, and the Weakneſs of his Au- 
| ments, that he can prevail nothing. However, 
he will not allow the Sufferings of the Apoſtles to 
prove their Sincerity. Suffering for the aſſerting 
a Fact, he fays, f is no Proof of a Fact. We 
know, that it does not prove it by neceſſary Con- 
ſequence z but it gives the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to 
preſume the Sincerity of him who aſſerts it. And 
though a Man may ſuffer out of Obſtinacy, yet 
the Circumſtances will generally give us a ſure 
Token, whereby to determine its Cauſe. If we 
know he has had all the Means of Knowledge of 
the Fact, has maintain'd it at the Expence of all 
wordly Views, and become in that Senſe miſer- 
able in Life to ſupport it; if when Racks and 
Tortures are ſet before him, he deſpiſes both the 
Pain and Shame, and though he ſhould be flea'd 
alive, or ſawn aſunder, will ſtill affert it, and at 
length die miſerably for it; if this doth not ſatis- 
fy any one of the Perſon's true Sincerity, he is no 


more to be diſputed with, — who denies firſt 
Principles, if 
£c 
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« If, “ ſays the Gentleman in the Trial, a 
« Cheat was diſcover'd in the Reſurrection of Fe 
« ſus, Gamaliel could not poſſibly have given that 
« Advice in the Council, or they have follow'd it. 
If this Work be of Man it will come to nought : 
But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, &c. 
The Moral Philoſopher doubts the Truth of this 


Relation: Nor can he conceive how the Apoſtles - 


ſhould come to the Knowledge of this, which 
was ſpoke in the Privy Council. —But this being 
with relation to a publick Tranſaction, it "might 
very likely be made publick from that Council, as 
being the Motive to the Step, taken by the Go- 
vernment on this important Occaſion. Beſides, 
this Relation was made by St. Luke, the Com- 


panion of St. Paul's Travels; and St. Paul was 


the Scholar of Gamaliel, and a Favourite probably 


upon account of his Genius and great Proficiency : 


So that St. Paul might poſſibly have it from Ga- 
maliel himſelf, and communicate it to St. Luke, 
The other Argument is, That had Ax rippa 
« ſuſpected the Reſurrection a Cheat, he would 
not have ſaid to Paul, Thou almoſt perſuadeſt 
« me to be a Chriſtian.” - But the Moral Philo/c- 
pher ſays, © Agrippa only means by this, You'd 
« fain perſuade me, I'm almoſt as mad as you F 
« fot he had before told Paul he was a mad Man. 
Now Agrippa told Paul no ſuch thing: And 
therefore when he ſays, he called him a mad Man. 
tis plain he himſelf was not much in his Senſes. - 
Thus I have run threugh all the Arguments a- 
22225 Trial : And my b 


is, 


* Page 86, Mor. Phil. 
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is, to expoſe the ſtupid Cant of railing at Per/e- 
culion in a Kingdom, which is. mild even to Ex, 
ceſs in relaxing its Laws towards thoſe, who ſpeak 
and write againſt its Religion with all the b/aſphe- 


ming Spite of malicious Wickedneſs. My Deſign 
is to vindicate our. moſt Holy Faith, and to diſplay 
the Beauties of that, Heaven-born Maid, whoſe 
Charms are ſo attractive, as to raviſh. every ſincere 
Beholder, and engage him to her. My Intention 
is to recommend her, from her near Relation and 
Conjunction with Charity, her Siſter Grace, whoſe 
Picture is delineated by St. Paul in ſuch delightful 
Colours, as may inflame our Hearts, and incite us 
to follow after her. Charity /uffereth long, and i; 
kind: Charity envieth not: Charity vaunteth not it. 
ſelf: is not hu fed up: dtob not behave itſelf unſeemly: 
feakeii not ber own is not eaſily provoked © think- 
eth no Hvil: rejoiceth not in Iniguity, but rejoiceth 
in the Truth : beareth all Things : believeth all 
7 ings : bopeth all J bings © endureth all Things. 
My End and Aim i is to confirm Men in holding 
fait the Form of ſound Words, which contains this 
Faith Which unites Men together in the ee 
of Love, and with the Bond of PerfetFneſs : And 

betokens them to belong to that Maſter, whoſe 
Service is perfect Freedom: Which lays the 
Foundation of that Virtue, which is moſt accept- 
able to God; and of that #/i/dow, which cometh 
. Which is a Ligbt to them, that ſit 
in Darkneſs ; Life to thoſe, who were dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins; and Confolation. to the Sons of 
Sorrow: Which reclaims the Wicked, refines 


the Moral, * che Fu urious and Contentious, 
"3% civilizes 
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civilizes the Barbarous, and tends to conrect all 
Mankind together in one bleſſed Society. Theſe 
are the glorious Fruits of Faith, of which his 
preſent Majeſty King George is the Defender : 
Who, notwithſtanding the ' baſe Tnfinuations of 
licentious Men, we may juſtly preſume will go on 
to maintain and ſupport our © Conſtitution” in 


Church and State, with as much Magnanimity at 


Home, as he has the Liberties of Europe Abioad t 
Under whoſe Sapremacy we may truſt, that the 
Church of England will fill life up ker I L, a- 
mongſt the Nations, as the Crown of the Kefer 
mation, the _ of Sion, _ the G 3 0 ow 


| whole Earth. 


And now, Anding the Aeg of AG! un 
printed Pages, he employs chem, to conſidut more 


diſtinctly the Arguments of the Gentleman in. 


the Trial for the Poſſibility of Miracles, not as ne- 
ceſſary ſo much to his Point, but to make vp: the 
Book; Aliter non t, Auite, Liber. 
The * Sum and Subſtance of his 89th Page 18 

contain'd in theſe Propoſitions." 

_ iſt, That Miracles, being Facts, contrary tothe 
common Courſe of Nature, ate plain * Abſarditic; 
to human, or to his, Senſe and Underflanding. 


And if ſo, then he is not oblig'd to allow ſuch 
Facts upon che Report and Evidence of other,; 
eſpecially ſuch, as he holds inconſiſtent with icſelf, 
as well as with the Reaſon of 1 and che Na- 


ture of Things. 


There is little more to be dart in what reeling, 


than to ew the Vatity of the former © Projpoe 
"ſition ; 


. Page 33, 89, 90. Mer. Phil. 
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tion; and then the following will be of no Con- 
ſequence. | And it may be called vain in 20 Re. 
ſpeFts, for its Inconclufiveneſs and Preſumption, 
For its Preſumption, in that it reduces the Reaſon 
of all Men to bis Standard. For it does not fol- 
low, that whatſoever ſeems to bim an Abſurdity, 
ſhould be really and truly fo. Vixere fortes ante 
Agamemnona. There have been and are Men, 
who think, and examine the Foundation of Reli- 

gion, as well as himſelf. And theſe great and 
— and wiſe Men, skill'd in Languages, as 
well as Arts, and mathematical Science; and 
theſe diſſent and differ from him. Such are the 
Men, who have defended the Poſſibility of Mi- 
racles, and their Aptueſi to Evidence and atteſt the 
Divine Concurrence which two Particulars main- 

tain'd will overthrow all the Reaſoning of his re- 
maining Pages. | 

In ſpite then of his Reaſoning, we maintain that 
Miracles are poſhble. And if fo, not abſurd to 
conceive. upon Occaſions of ſuch Moment, as may 
call for them. And if we preſume ſuch Occaſions 
may be, at one Time and not at another, then it 
:, reaſonable to allow them, when atteſted upon 
the Report of Men, ſufficiently qualified in all 
Points to make it. When theſe ſeveral Articles 
are made good, nothing remains to be done in - 
this Argument. 

That Miracles are poſſible, muſt be allowed, 
unleſs it be aſſerted, that God cannot work a Mira- 
cle. But now, though there are thoſe, who have 
defin'd what God cannot do, which is hardly fit 


in any yet *tis with — to Things, 
which 
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which imply Contradictions evident and manifeſt to 
all : Things, ſo irreconcilable to his Attributes, as 
ſhall exhibit themſelves ſo to all, who think at all 
about them. But this is nat the Caſe before us. For 
of Gentile, Few, and Chriſtian, the greateſt and moſt 
learned, whoſe. Reaſon. has been moſt us'd and 
improv'd, have allow'd of Miracles. And there is 
among theſe one particular Perſon of the Gentile 
World, whom I ſhall, mention by way of Conſolation 
to this Impugner of Miracles, that he may not be un- 
der ſuch Impatience, and repine ſo at his Loſs: Tis 
his much deſired Celſus, who, were he now extant, 
would refuſe to lend him his Aſſiſtance, or join Hands 
with him in this Matter, .<,For he frequently char- 
ges the C briſlians with doing their mighty Works 
« by the. Power of ſome Demon ; adding a Fiction 
« of his own, viz,, That they had received from Cbriſt 
« certain magical Books, by which they were in- 
« ſtructed; to perform all their Miracles. Vide Ori- 
gen contra Ceſſum, Page 302. From whence. it is 
evident, he acknowledg) d the Paſſibiliiy of Miracles, 
Theſe numerous Opinions, diſſenting from that of 
bur Author, impeach him of impious Buldneſs, and 
preſumptious Temerity, as well as of groſs Faiſhoud, 
and glaring Prevaricaiion. For to afſert that God 
cannot work a Miracle, taking it for granted to 
be a ſelf-apparent Contradiction upon his own Judg- 
ment, againſt the Opinion of the greater Part of 
Mankind, is little better than Blaſphemz, even upon 
natural Principles. Becauſe, upon his own Strength, | 
if Mankind in general are in the right, he det: ads. 
| from God's Omnipotence, and limits ixfiute Perfece, 
lions. And this alſo proves him guilty of manifeſt 


Falſbood, in that he calls Miracles, Things, which are 
contrary 


1 4 J 


contrary to the Experience and Reaſon of all Man- 
kind. For how can they be contrary to the Expe- 
rience and Reaſon of all Mankind, when ſo many have 
atteſted the Fas, and have and do now maintain 
their Poſſibility ? 

And indeed they are not contrary to Reaſon at all. 
For right Reaſon muſt be better inform'd than to 
hold, that God's natural Productions ſhould lay a 


Reſtraint upon his Will, or a Neceſſity upon his Ac- 


tions, Though he has made univerſal Laws to be 
followed by Nature in her Operations, yet he has laid 
no Laws upon himſelf always to continue thoſe Ope- 
rations, or to exclude the Exertion of his Power in 
the Controul of them in ſome particular Inſtances for 
moral Ends and Reaſons. All that follows,in that there 
are fix*d Laws of Nature, is, that God having created 
all Things in Number, Weight, and Meaſure, did 
make them in ſuch Perfection, did ſo endue them with 
Qualities, and ſo place them in Order, that there 
ſhould be no Occaſion for his extraordiuary Inter- 
Poſition for natural Ends and Effefts, during his 
Pleafure, that this Syſtem of Things in the Univerſe 
- ſhould continue. But then the World itſelf being 
made for Man, which we think may follow from na- 
tural Principles, as the natural Laws and Impreſ- 
fions upon Bodies were given for the Accommoda- 
tion of Man, thoſe Laws may alſo in any 
Inſtance be ſuſpended or controuPd for his Happineſs. 
And this ſaving the general Order, and Connection 
of Things. For what Confuſion, or what general 
Irregularity, or what univerſal Interruption of the 
Connection between Cauſe and Effet in the Courſi 
of Nature, follow'd upon the deaf Man's being made 
to bear, the — to walk, and the Dead to = 

c 
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The general Courſe of Nature continu'd as before, 
only this or that particular Perſon was reſtored again 
to a natural Habit from a Privation, from Deafneſs 
to Hearing, from Blindneſs to Sight, And is it rea- 
ſonable to think, that he who made the Eye, and who 
planted the Ear, ſhould not reſerve a. Power to him- 
{elf to reſtore them from any contracted Defect, tho 
contrary to the common Laws of Nature, to ſerve 
to moral Ends and Purpoſes in Man, and to vin- 
dicate the Honour of his Moral Laws? Nay, it is 
contrary to his Attributes, that he ſhould not do it. 
For it implies a Contradiction, that he ſhould not 
have it in his Power to do any Thing, which he 
pleaſes in the Natural World, which does not im- 
peach his Moral Perfections. But he is neither bound 
by his Truth, nor by his F/i/dom, nor by his Good- 
neſs, nor by his Fuſtice, never to interpoſe any extraor- 
dinary Power in the World. And if it will diſplay 
his Truth, or his Wiſdom, or his Goodneſs, or his Zu/- 
tice, ſo to do, it is highly reaſonable, that his Power 
ſhould be ſubſervient to, and harmonize with them. 
And theſe are the Ends and Effects of the Miracles, 
which we contend for. | 
Againſt what we have propos'd, he moves this, 
as one Objection.— A * Power to work Miracles 
« is a Power ſuperior to the Univerſal Laws, by 
« which the Syſtems of Things are governed; this is 
« the Power of Imagination only, and contrary to 
« the Attributes of God ; to that, which is the moſt 
« clear of all the others, his Unchangeablencſs,” — 
This Objection is exceeding weak, and dif- 
proves nothing, which is above advanced. For if 
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God Almighty gave the La. of Nature, he did not 
lay a Reſtraint upon his Nil or Power, but pur- 
pos'd, if he pleas' d, for moral Ends and Reaſons, to 
interpoſe by a miraculous Operation There is then 
no Ghange to be argued from Miracles in his Will, 
but be is the fame,” Tefterdny, To-day, and for ever. 
A further Objection, which he makes to Miracles 
from the Divine Attributes, is“ this. “ The*Pow- 
er of God, ſays he, is under the Direction of his 
&t Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and limited thereby. A 
« Power to do whatever is conſiſtent with theſe At- 
tc tributes; denotes abſolute Perfection. The whole 
Production then of his Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
« Power, muſt be a perfect Work, therefore carmot 
«be better. There is no room then for any ſupe- 
<« rior, or other Power to interfere, c. and then his 
«<' Conſequence is, there wants no miraculous: Pow. 
er to mend the World, c.“ 


This, and what follows in the 95th Page, is Any 


to be made any Senſe at all of, there is ſuch a Con- 


fuſion of Ideas, and Impertinence of Propoſitions. 


He ſeems to make the viſible Syſtem to be the whole 
Creation, which is very bold: And then he ſuppo- 
ſes one infinite Perfection to limit another, which is 
great Impropriety. And all he here propoſes, a- 


mounts to this; God has made the World in Per- 
fection, that is, nothing was wanting in the Species 


of Being, or the Impreſſions, made upon them, to 
ſerve all the Ends of natura! Operation And 


therefore there needs be no Interpoſition of Miracles. 
This is no Conſequence at all. For Miracles dont 
break in upon the natural Perfection of the World; 


but are wrought for moral Ends and Neaſons; not 
; . to 
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to mend the World; by completing it in any of its 
natural Parts, but to rectify moral Defects in it, if 
they are rightly us d and attended to. And he can- 
not evade the Force of this Reſponſe, unleſs he can 
prove, that Man. is not capable of Sin; which would 
be a ſtrange Poſition in one, ho ſeems ſo to detract : 
from the Dive Attributes. 

Theſe are all the Objections, which I eval pick 
out of his confus d Reaſoning againſt the Poſſibility | 
of Miracles. And theſe being folved fully, chough 
ſhortly ; and the Poſſibility of Miracles provid it 
follows, which is a ſecond Poſition, that it is not ab- 
ſurd to believe, they ſhould be wrought upon Occa- 
ſions of ſuch Moment, as may call for them. 

Let us fuppoſe a Caſe, that Mankind were grown 
ſo corrupt, that they were perfectly eſtrang'd from all 
true Notions of the Deity, and had loſt the very Prin- 
ciples of Practical Religion, and confounded the Di/- 
tinction between Vice and Virtue; and that by this 
means the Generality of Mankind were ſunk into the 
Animal Life; that they worſhipped Stocks and 
Stones, and Birds; and four-foated Beaſts, and ereep- 
ing Things; and that- notwithſtanding the Efforts 
of a few, who calld themſelves Philoſophers, to re- 
gain in ſome Meaſure the rational Creature, there 
was little [mprovdment or Reformation made. When 
the Light of Nature was thus obſcur'd, ſhould it have 
pleas d God to have had Compaſſion on Man, form'd 
after his own Image, and to plan out the Meais of 
his Reformation by a Per/on, ſent from Heaven fot 
this End; upon ſuch a Suppoſition, a Power of 
Miracles in ſuch a Perſon might be allow'd to be 
very fit and agreeable to promote the End, for which 
he was ſent. For it muſt be ſomething, which 

OOTY would 
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vould ſurprizingly ſtrike the Senſe of Men, fo. funk 
in Superſtition and Carnality, which would - cauſe 
them to attend to him, or acknowledge his Divine 
Commiſſion. Andas to the Fews, it was more par- 


ticluarly adapted to them, who always requir d Signs 


'or — as Tokens of a Commiſſion from Hea- 
ven. The Scribe, and the Wiſe, and the Diſputer 
of this World, would no doubt make Enquiry after 
the Credentials of one, who claim'd a Right to give 
Laws to al] Mankind, and demanded univerſal Sub. 
miſſion to him; that they might know by what Au- 
thority he did theſe Things. None, but that of 
Heaven, would ſuffice in this Caſe ; becauſe upon 
the Foot of Reaſon one Man might preſcribe, as 
well as another. Should therefore this important 
Perſon propoſe Doctrines and Precepts for the Re- 
formation of Man, as coming from Heaven, there 
muſt be ſome external Token to prove their Original 
from thence. The Sanctity and Purity of the Doc- 

trines and Precepts, which is called Internal Evidence, 
will not alone prove this. Whatſoever is from Hea- 
ven mult indeed be holy and juſt and good; ſuch is 
the Moral Law ; but it containing only Precepts of 
rigbt Reaſon, the Few might not have diſcover'd 
the Finger of God in the two Tables, but for the 
miraculous Circumſtances attending its Delivery to 


Mofes. Since then we have above ſhewn the Poſfi- 


bility of Miracles; in ſuch a Caſe, as we have ſup- 
pos d, the Witne/s of Miracles would be highly fit 
and proper to be given ; nor would it be at all ab- 
ſurd for Men to believe them perform'd, We muſt 
not indeed call for them to gratify an idle Curioſity, 


or preſcribe Times and Seaſons for them; but when 
they are wrought to effect any thing, worthy of the 


Divine 
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Divine Interpoſition, ſuch as the Salvation and Hap- 
pineſs of Man, they may reaſonably be allow'd, and 
attended to. Such was that of the Reſurrefion of 
Teſus Chriſt ; which was a Token of ours, and was 
wrought to prove the Truth of his Meſiabfhip. 

Againſt this Fact we find, Page 91, the following 
Object ion, made by this /mpugner of Miracles. As 
« we know by Experience, that all Men die and riſe 
no more, therefore we conclude, for a dead Man 
« to riſe to Life again, is contrary to the uniform and 
« ſettled Courſe of Nature. Yet if we argue, that 
« it is not contrary nor repugnant to the real Laws 
thereof, as the Gentleman inſinuates, we make the 
« uniform and ſettled Courſe, and the real Laws of 
Nature, two different Things. Thus by this all- 
« confounding Diſtinction, we argue without any 
Foundation, either from Senſe or Reaſon ; all 
« which inform us, that tis - impoſſible for a dead 
« Body to live again: To believe it poſſible, contra- 
i dis this Maxim, That Nature is ſteady and uni- 
form in her Operations; for one Miracle, or Ac- 
tion, done contrary to Laws, contradicts all 
« her ſteady and uniform Springs and Movements; 
and all that Mankind call Truth and Reafon.”? — 
The Sum and Subſtance of all which is, that a Mi- 
racle cannot be effected naturally. But now it will 
not follow, that becauſe tis contrary to the uniform 
and ſettled Courſe of Nature for a dead Body to riſe 
again, that therefore the Divine Power cannot re- 
ſtore it. | LEP 

For we have prov'd it to be reaſonable, that God 
ſhould do Things in this World for mora/ Ends, 
which may not accord to the conſtant and ſetiled 
Courſe of natural Operations. And there are Law 
upon 
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upon Bodies, as created Beings, as well as natural. 


The one we may ſtyle Real Laus of Nature, by 
which they are ſubject to the Divine Will and Plea- 
ſure for their Eſſence, Properties, and Duration: 
The other Common Laws of Nature, which are 
Inpreſſions upon Bodies, in order to their Operations 


and Effects, to preſerve the ſettled Courſe of Things 
in this Syſtem. And according to theſe rea! Laws 


of natural Things, a dead Body may be reſtor'd to 
Life by the Divine Power, though it be contrary to 
the common Laws of Nature. For, thus apprehend- 
ed, the uniform and ſettled Courſe, and the real 
Laws of natural Bodies, are two different Things. 
And therefore, though Nature is ſteady and. uniform 
in her Operations, yet a Miracle may be effected by 
the Divine Inter paſition, contrary to her Laus; as 
all natural Bodies are capable by the rea / Laws upon 
them, as created Things, to be thus directed by ex- 
traordinary Power, And we have ſhewn, that it is 


— contrary to the Divine Attributes, that ſuch a Power 


ſhould not be in God. : 10 
And therefore, which 1s the laſt Article of this Ar- 


gument, when ſuch Works are atteſted upon an Oc- 


caſion, worthy of them, and by Eye-Witneſles of un- 
doubted Uprightneſs and Integrity, they are as cre- 
dible, and may be received upon Teſtimony, as well 
as any other Thing. And the Apoſtles Teſtimony 
of the Reſurrection of Feſus is allo as credible, as of 
any. other Miracle. For there could be no Miracle, 
better ſuited to the Confirmation of his Meſſiabſhip, 
than the Reſurrection ; and no Occaſion could be 
greater than the Fu/tification of Man; and no Teſti- 
mony could be better than that of the Apoſtles, whole 


Qualifications we have befcte ſhewn. From whence 


We 
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we conclude from the Evidence given in the Goſpel, 
that the Reſurreftion is a certain and indubitable 
Truth. mrs 55 

But “ he objects; „That if Miracles were ever 
« neceſſary, whether the Divine and Human Na- 
« ture; or the Nature of Things be changeable, or 
« unchangeable, they muſt be always neceſſary? 


There ſeems here to be no Connexion of Ideas, or 
Neceſſity of Conſequence. And we muſt obſerve 


in the firſt Place, as to the Neceſſity of Miracles, that 
tis not contended, that Miracles are abſolutely neceſ- 
ary, either from the Nature of God, or the Nature 
of Man; but that they are highly fit, and proper 
Teſtimonials of a Divine Commiſſion. © And if God 
Almighty ſhould ſo graciouſſy ' condeſcend to the 
Weakneſs of Human Nature, as to give ſuch Inſtan- 
ces of his Power and Goodneſs to Man, for his Con- 
viction and Converſion, it argues no Mutability, ei- 


ther in the Divine Nature; or in the general Courſe 


and Order of natural Things. For it was God Al- 
mighty's Will, when he gave the Laws of Nature, 
to interpoſe his Power extraordinary, when any of 


his Purpoſes might require it. And therefore, when 


he does interpoſe it, it is in Conſequence of his 
Will, not changed, but always the ſame. And could 
there be now ſuch an Occaſion, as the Miſſion of a 
Divine Perſon in the Human Nature from Heaven to 
Man, *tis reaſonable to conceive, that in a like Caſe 
he might exerciſe the ſame Power, "4 
And thus the Exerciſe of this Power in Miracles, 
being reconcil'd to the Imutability of God's Will; 
what follows on the other Side the A ent is only 
ſo much Philoſophick argon. If, Nys be p-. 96, 
« God's Will is changeable, then, &c. — But 
God's Will is not changeable, and therefore all that 
follows is of no Signification: FEY 
Amongſt other incoherent! Poſitions under this Ars 
gument ; * He ſpeaks of natural and proper Evi- 
; R « dences, 
* Page 96. Mr. Phil. 
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» < dences, neceſſarily attending Truth, whereby it is 
& knowable and demonſtrable, without the Intruſion 
c of any ſupernatural Power.“ But in the firſt Place, 
there are Truths, which are not within the Reach of 
improv'd Reaſon to diſcover ; and then, whatſoever 
the-natural Evidence about Truth may be, yet if the 
Mind of Man ſearch after her 1s not adapted to it, 
all his Reſearches may be in vain. And this was the 
Caſe of the Philoſophers in the Gentile State, the 
beſt of whom acknowledge themſelves at a Loſs in 
regard to the Methods of paying ſuch a Worſhip to 
the Deity, as ſhould pleaſe him. So that Fact is a. 
gainſt him evidently in this Matter. And he muſt 
have made a very bold Aſſertion, when he ſays, No 
% extraordinary or uncommon Inſpiration is necef- 
« fary to teach the moſt excellent Morals that were 
< ever taught, with the reaſonable Belief of one God 
© and Providence: Witneſs Confucius, the great 
« Philoſopher of China, who was inferior to none, 
« yet neither a God nor a Prophet.“ But the beſt 
Morals, that ever were taught, were taught by the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, And if this Confucian is of a 
different Opinion, the Seas are open, and there is a 
free Paſſage for any one to the Land of natural Rea- 
fon, to which he may have Recourſe, if it has ſo im- 
prov'd the Morals of its Inhabitants, as that they 
ſhould receive him, when he comes there. 

But he. ſtill further objects, p. 98,— We are 
© told, that God has wrought Wonders for the Satis. 
te faction of one Generation, and not for another; 
* though they are equally neceffary and uſeful to all 
c People; but theo Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, and 7 

NWiſdom of God 1s degraded hereby, becauſe by a 
* this God is repreſented to be a partial Being. 00 
« Therefore, the Belief of paſt Miracles is deſtruc- d 
<< tive to the moral Character of the Deity.” *. But C 
there is nothing partial in the Diſpenſat ion through tl 
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Teſus Chriſt, For his Merits are extended to all * 


Mankind. And his Miracles, though they were 
ce, wrought in this or that Generation, yet were wrought 


of for the Conviction of all Mankind. The Evidence 
to one was ocular,Demonſtration ;, to others, the 
he Teſtimony of thoſe, who had it, attended with all the 
it, Circumſtances to make it credible. And thoſe, who 
he thus receive them, act moſt wiſely and rationally ; 
he becauſe they act according to the Nature of the 
in Thing. For ſuppoſing Miracles fit and expedient 
to to prove the Miſſion of Feſus Chriſt, and in order to 
a the Plantation of the Church ; that when he had 
it completed all his Acts upon Earth, and the Ends of 
la them were acquir'd, the extraordinary Occaſion for 
el. them ceas'd, And if the Occaſion for them ceas'd, 
re it ſeem'd to ſuit the Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, and 
1d Wiſdom of God, that he ſhould provide for the 
at Reception of this Truth by ſucceeding Generations, 
e, through a ſufficient Alleſtation of them by a written 
ſt Record, which his Spirit ſhould ſuggeſt, and his Prc- 
"6 vidence preſerve to the End of the World. There 


a W can be no other Proof of a Fact at ſuch a Diſtance 

4 of Time than this. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, the Re- 

a ſurrection : How can that be prov'd any otherwiſe 

n- than by ſuch Evidence, as it has in the Goſpe/? * 

y There can be no ocular Demonſtration of it; for 
aur Lord's Appearance could be no Proof to thoſe, 

re who had not ſeen him on Earth. And therefore 

8. God Almighty, in his good Will and Pleaſure, gave 

; us ſuch ſufficient Evidence, as was ſuited to the Nature 

ul of the Thing. The great Occaſion determin'd Mi- 

id racles to that Time, in which they were wrought ; 

Yy and the Difference of Evidence was owing to the 

g. ceaſing of that Occaſion; and the ſufficient Evi- 

C. dence of Teſtimony, was determin'd for ſucceeding 

ut Generations by the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Ged. 1 


rh then Miracles are poſſible ; if *tis moſt reaſonable | 
they ſhould be wrought upon the moſt important 
Wo os ' Ocecaſiomy + 
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A Thy ruth uttereth thine Toiquity, and thou + cboh 
= ef the Tongue of the  Crafiy: thine own Mouth cl 
Fed: demmncib thee, and not I. yea thine own Lips 20, 
ITY againſt thee. Art thou the firſt Man that was boru® 
o «vaſt thou made before the Hills ® Haſt thou beat 

« the > Io of God? and doſt thou reſtrain hogs 
tyelf ? What knotbeſt thou, that wwe Eno nol 

I bal anderſtandeſt than, that i is not in us? Uhm 
are theigray-beaded, and d Men, much. de 

than thy Father. Are the * 5 olations of Gad ſmall 
with thee? Ty there any ſecret "Thing with thet 
N hy doth thine Heart carry, thee "away; and all 
do thine Eyes wink at? that thou f 
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